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the dawn of a new era in 
great gun care.... 


FILLS, SEALS & WATERPROOFS adds a lustre to any stock 
finish and a special sheen to 


the only preparation on the blued surfaces. 


market which protects both the 
Eh ae — = ideal for giving thar ‘Old Londow’ 
oil-type finish when applied to 

new or sanded-down stocks 

after staining. 








Remington 
788 accuracy 


© Remington 788 especially designed 
and built for shooters who want a lower a an 
priced, centre-fire, bolt action rifle in 

es calibres. 


is assured, it's a direct 
real of the 788's ionally fast exce lo 
‘LOCK-TIME’, that is “ interval 
between trigger pull and primer ignition.” 
| U Tests prove it, tested against 10 
competitive rifles, the bullet left the barrel 
ofthe 788 before bullets had the e 
ie case of the others, 


oO trigger design provides fast 
Hearne and a crisp sharp pull on every 


ht bolt fit is achieved by 
a ‘on the bolt lock 
ion grooves in the 





for Spout cl calibres — 


~7mm .08 REM. 

F **308 Win. 
*24 1/2" barrel **181/2" barrel 
0 New Calibre Information — the 
newly introduced calibre 7 mm .08 REM. 
is avery poe hunting calibre making 
the most of 
@ the larger capacity of a necked-down 
308 Win. case 
@ and the higher retained velocity and 
energy of the 7 mm bullet. 


788 — Target accuracy at a hunting rifle price! 


Remington 


‘The Classic Aineviean Gun” 


ghout Avstrala by. 


ASK YOUR LOCAL GUN DEALER TODAY. 
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A commemorative (1871-1971) 
Officer's Model Trapdoor Spring- 
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features spectacular case harden- 
ing colours on lock action, butt 
plate and barrel band. 


The publishers will exercise every care but are nat 
responsible for mishaps of any nature which might occur 
from published data whether by errors, ommissions, or 
recommendations by writers. 


2 Lock Stock & Barrel, June - July 1982 


Lock St 


Gympie Time: 
Gordon & 
Melbourne, Sydney 


publishers 
the writ 


Lock Stock & Barrel, published 
Lock Stock & Barrel Publicatio 
R Ron Ov of 211 Mary Street, Gymp 
Murray Studios Queensland, 4570, is a bi-montli 
M f periodical whose aim is to enter! 
educate and otherwise be of se: 
oO d to anyone interested in firearm 
B and give publicity to attempts § 
legislators, and others, to prohifh 
or restrict the freedom of access jl 
firearms by law abiding citi 


Malcolm Bone 
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— by Malcolm Bone — 


Invariably if someone shoots 
air mouth off often enough they 
entually put their foot in it and 
am certainly savoring the taste of 
ils after my Editoria) in 


1am referring to my comments 
why | didn’t think there would 
another World War and gave as 
of my reasons an apparent 
idespread lack of patriotism in 
is day and age. Well, the Argent- 
ans and the British certainly put 
id to that theory, 
But | will still stick to my con- 
tion that there won't be another 
orld War, for all the rest of my 
sons, 
One thing this unfortunate con- 
et has bought to light, as far as 
ustralia is concerned, is just how 
or a decision it was that WE buy 
Invincible. Unless it can be sur- 
lunded by destroyers crammed 
ith electronics and $500,000 
issiles, then its future, or lack of 
should it ever venture out of 
wdney Harbour, could be entirely 
the hands of our opponent's 
ice invader champion. 
| suppose no editorial of mine is 
mplete without a ‘few’ words 
firearm laws, so | might as well 
t it over with. 
Received a few clippings from 
LS. newspapers on the response 
ere, to the town of Kennesaw 
op. 7,000) passing a by-law to 
hit In order to provide for and 
jotect the safety, security and 
meral welfare of the city end its 
abitants ... every head of house- 
id residing in the city limits ... 
required to maintain a firearm, 


MAKING 
NO BONES 


ABOUT IT 


together with ammunition 
therefor."" 

(However, it wasn’t proposed to 
rigorously enforce the bylaw) 


The Minneapolis Tribune further 
reported Kennesaw Councilman 
Jerry Wortham as saying that it was 
“a kind of protest legislation’ 
against gun contro! Jaws, “We're 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re taking away 
some of our rights,’ You get a little 
tired of hearing what you can and 
what you can’t own." 

Not everyone was in favour of it 
— said E.H. Epps, a retired post- 
master. ‘| think its a stupid order, 
by golly | think it’s going to 
bring back a bit of the Old West — 
people trying to outdraw the other 
guy. Most people around here 
don't like it.’ 

Frank Swift, owner of 2 burglar 
alarm business, agreed. ‘’This just 
makes us the ‘laughingstock of the 
whole country,’’ he said. 

Charles Orasin, an official of 
Washington-based Handgun Control 
Inc., said the council was dictating 
“to the people what they have to 
do." Kennesaw residents are 
“likely to injure someone in their 
family or have their .guns stolen 
and used in a crime,” he said 

But on the other hand:— 

“I'm 100 percent for it,’ Police 
Chief Robert Ruble said. “‘| think 
we're putting a message out to 
criminals: Stay out of Kennesaw.” 

Ruble said crime increased 16 
per cent in the town lasi year, but 


the main reason for the council's 
action was the Morton Grove law; 
which requires residents to sure 
render their handguns, 

"The decent citizens will turn 
them in, but you and | know the, 
criminals won't," Ruble said of the 
Morton Grove ordinance. 

Kennesaw police would hold fires 
arm safety classes for those whos 
requested it. : 


Apparently there are quite a few 
U.S. towns with “own a firearm 
by-laws, one of the latest to pros 
pose same is Ely in Minnesota, 
According to the Mayor, also the 
local barber, the citizens are not 
against it, as being a hunting and 
fishing community, 98% of families 
would already own firearms. 

LS&B has written to Ely’s Mayor 
and asked him for the towns. stat- 
istics on firearm crime. Should be 
interesting. If we get an air mail 
reply, we will print it in Edition 6, 


The same paper reported how an- 
other small town was having a 
hassle in its council about whether 
they should authorise the purchase 
of a second handgun for their two 
policemen (at present they shared 
the only one they had), Local 
mayor said for the past 45 years he 
couldn't remember any local police 
officer ever firing a shot, 

So much for our politicians who 
say that they don’t want the U.S, 
situation to happen here. 
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Back on the local scene, in the 
Edition 4 editorial | suggested a 1 
‘or 2 per cent levy on the wholesale 
price, collected by sales tax cert- 
ificate holders, to be charged on all 
firearm related item, proceeds to go 
to funding a pro-gun publicity 
eampaign -and to fight- anti-gun 
legislation proposals. | invited com- 
ments from wholesalers, and any- 
one else, Even went to the trouble 
to send an Edition 4 copy of LS&B 
to several major wholesalers, under- 
jined the respective parts of the 
editorial in red and included a 
return stamped addressed envelope. 

Sure, | personally am largely in- 
significant and perhaps | was 
treated with the disdain and dis- 
interest as befits my station, as | 
had only one reply, that from 
Geoff Rabbidge of Commercial 
Marketing. 

But, like Mark Anthony | havea 
whole bag full of ears, and to those 
ears | will reiterate what | have said 
before, 

That is, that the firearm trade 
generally is_not at all enthusiastic 
about actively engaging in endeav- 
ours to protect the law abiding 
citizens unrestricted access to fire- 
arms. The “'She'll be right, the 
trade will look after us because if 
they don't they won't have a fire- 
arm trade’’ attitude is just not on. 

Everyone should. pitch in and 
pull a little weight on their own, 
but of course, they won’t. So the 
simple, maybe only, answer is to 
charge a levy, probably at whole- 
sale level, and then everyone con- 
cerned will contribute. 

Anyway, Geoff Rabbidges’ letter 
was as follows:— 


| | Dear Sir, 


still important for them to have ready access to supply and not be burdened 
bureaucratic red tape. 

Current negotiating is to collect the levy at Importer and Manufacturer le 
which narrows numbers involved, gives greater unit volume and so cuts admin. cost 
It has been generally agreed that a levy is on. Now the problem is who will plan 
use of it. 

All major shooting bodies have now joined the Australian Shooting Associatl 
and the A.S.A.-has employed d full’ time Director so it is hopéd that this'body § 
gain the confidence of the shooting community and provide the leadership necess: 
to get shooting out of the T.V. villain image to that of an essential contributor 
conservation and community health and the nations defence. 

Kind regards, 

Geoff Rabb 


| would hope that readers might 
write to us with comments on Mr 
Rabbidge's letter. | am enthused 
with the statement ‘It has been gen- 
erally agreed that a levy is on’ and 
LS&B is very keen to print the list 
of names of the others who are 
“generally agreed’ 

Reverting back to my sales tax 
return as @ basis for charging the 
levy and in answer to Mr Rabbidge’s 
comment, there is on each sales tax 
return a section for sales of exempt 
good and so the Jevy could be 
applied to this figure as well. 


have to act to ready the weapa 
fire from an automatic ‘sa 
position.’ 

Most of the other garbage we 
line with Labor Party Pa 
already given plenty of space 
past editions, 

The Democrats also prog 
under their Item 32:— 

‘Penalties against the propa 
legislation, both in respect 
persons illegally possessing fire 
and dealers for contravention 
security requirements, will car 
mandatory goal sentence.’ 

Isn't that brilliant? They she 
go to New York and see wha 
complete debacle that policy wa 
be if implimented. 

And to think that | have o' 
vated for the Democrats!! 

Last February here in Que 
Jand we copped another Order 
Council to whit:— 

HIS Excellency the Gover 
acting by and with the advice of 
Executive Council and in pursuat 
of the provisions of section 7 of § 
Firearms and Offensive Weaps 
Act 1979, doth hereby declare 
following articles to be dangerg 
articles for the purposes of thes 


Was sent some excerpts from the 
Australian Democrats policy on 
firearm controls, It seems that this 
was put together by committee of 
prawns who know practically noth- 
ing about firearms. 

How about this on safety:— 

‘The Australian Democrats will 
initiate an investigation into the 
possibility of changing the emphasis 
of weapons safety. The present 
position of having to perform a del- 
iberate act to achieve ‘safety’ will 
be reversed so that 2 person will 


Thank you for your invitation to comment on your Editorial regarding a levy on 
all firearms, ammunition, and accessories to develop a fund for shooter promotion 
-and defence against unrealistic legislation, 

This is a scheme that has been canvased for many years, bringing it to fruition 
has always been frustrated by shooter opposition to haying to pay more or some of 
the major distributors unwillingness to join in. 

Now that Victorians are facing the possibility of extermination of the recreation 
of shooting, S.A. and W.A. controls being tightened and New South Wales in danger 
of adapting Victoria’s Labor Party Policy, the idea will receive much more attention. 

Enclose copy of a paper | recently gave at Monash University Congress titled 
“Wildlife Managements in the 80’s”, which touches on what could happen if funds 
were available to underwrite promotian of recreational shooting. 

Your idea of tying in with Sales Tax is good but misses a large section of the 
community who are exempt. Whilst these people use firearms as tools of trade it is 


Act:— 

(i) Any ammunition bearing 
brand name Velet or Velex @ 
containing an explosive comps 
end or fuse either of whic 
aclivated by the impact of 
projectile striking’ a, target 
other subject. 

(ii) Any ammunition of a t 
containing any explosive og 
ponent or fuse either of whi 
activated by the impact of 
projectile striking a target 
other object. 

cont, page 
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There are very few, if any at all, 
‘exponents of the rifled tube that 
have not heard of the ‘‘thirty ought 
‘six’ as our North American cousins 
call it. Without a long rambling 
description of its versatility and ex- 
eellence, let us see how it fits into 
our local needs and shooting scene, 
even though many, many words 
shave been written concerning this 
‘grandfather of centre fire calibres. 





To avoid being involved in the 
Great calibre controversy, let me say 
shat my attitude is the same as 
Judge Breckinridge, father of vice- 
president Breckinridge of the U.S.A. 
‘9 1857, who was challenged to a 
uel over a similarly contentious 
yssue. When challenged, this is the 
reply he sent to the British officer 
Wn the late 1790s 

“Sir, | have two objections to 
this duel matter. The one is lest | 
Should hurt you, the other, lest you 
Should hurt me. | do not see any 
g00d it would do me to puta bullet 
Through any part of your body. | 
Bould make no use of you when 
lead for any culinary purpose as | 
Gould arabbitoraturkey .... for 
Though your flesh might be delicate 
ind tender, yet it wants that firm- 
ess and consistency which takes 
ind retains salt. At any rate, it 


























would not be fit for long sea 
voyages. You might make a good 
barbecue, it is true, being of the 
nature of a racoon or an opossum, 
but people are not in the habit of 
barbecuing anything human now. 
As to your hide, it is not worth 
taking off, being little better than 
that of a two year colt. As to my- 
self, | do not much like to stand in 
the way of anything that is harmful 
| am under the apprehension you 
might hit me. That being the case, 
| think it more advisable to stay at 
a distance. If you want to try your 
pistols, take some object, a tree or a 
barn door about my dimensions, 
and if you hit that, send me word. 
| shall then acknowledge that if | 
had been in the same place, you 
would have killed me in a duel 


| have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your hmbl. & obdt. 

John Breckinridge. 

So regardless of the possibility of 
risking a “Duel’’, let me offer the 
facts that will allow you to decide 
what the 30-06 can be for you. 

The ‘06 is versatile and the best 
all-round cartridge yet developed. 
It is not the best varmint round, 
but will still take rabbits at over 
200yds with 110 grain hollow 
points. Nor would | like to stalk 
elephants with it, even though it’s 
capable of the task. 


servant, 


W.D.M. “‘Karamojo” Bell killed 
in excess of a thousand elephants 
with a much lesser calibre, the 7mm 
Mauser. Recoil from the 30-06 
even in modern light weight rifles is. 
quite acceptable and should not 
worry any mature male. |t is to the 
reloader that the ‘06 offers the 
greatest flexibility. | always urge 
all and sundry to stick with proven 
recommended loads found in 
manuals, but the untemperamental 


— by D. Chatfield — 


‘06 will take more accidental libert- 
ies than other rounds, Drop an 
extra two or three grains of powder 
into a .243 or 22.250 when you are 
at the upper limits of velocity, and 
see what happens!!!! Not so the 
‘06, this case adapts to a wide range 
of powder burning rates, Hercules 
2400 right up to the slow burning 
4831. Your game dictates the 
bullet weight and shape, which in 
turn determines the required 
powder burning rate. Here are. 
some loads that | have used with 
success on rabbits, and foxes out to: 
100 yards to so, 

Lyman mould 311291, 173 gn, 
20 grains Hercules 2400 gives 
1730 fps at 22,200 CUP, 

Lyman mould 31141, 176 gn, 
10.5 grains 700x gives 1410 fps at 
25,200 CUP. 

Lyman Mould 311290, 213 gn, 
24.5 grains IMR 4198 gives 1691 
fps at 24,000 CUP, 

All of these loads are safe 
starting loads and can be increased 
as pressure signs permit, and should 
besafe in all rifles in good condition. 
These are the lower limit loads that 
can be used in an 06. 

From here we look at the lighter 
jacketed bullets that can turn your 
“Big game” rifle into an accurate 
250 to 300 yard unit. Even though 
there are 100 grain bullets available 
| would not use them myself because 
of their poor ballistic coefficient, 
they just can’t be made to shoot 
accurately at more than 100 yards. 
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-30 calibre projectiles fram left to right. 200 gn Sierra, 180 gn Cast lead, 180 
gn Sierra, 170 gn F.Nose Hornady, 168 gn Hornady, 150 gn Sierra, 150 gn 
R.N. Sierra, 150 gn R.N. Hornady, 150 gn Sp. Hornady, 150 gn Full Metal 
Jacket Military. 


However the range of 110 grain Speers spitzer compared to .281 for 
projectiles give very respectable their 130 grain. | have shot several 
performances, deer using Sierra 150 gr. over 52 

Without Using maximum loads it grains of 4895 Du Pont powder, 
is possible to drive a 110 grain pro- There was one that | pulled the 
Jectile at 3300 fps, at 200 yards it shot on and hit very low in the 
still has more than 1570 foot/ chest from head on. The deer 
pounds of energy, At 200 yds it would not have either heard or 
only drops 2% inches with a 100yd. felt a thing, it dropped like a bag of 
zero, more than enough to take any bricks with a hole the size of your 
fox. fist. 

The 130 grain projectiles are For optimum results most bullet 
bombs and the lighter jackets they makers are now offering a 168 ar. 
are made of expand beautifully. weight projectile. These bullets 
Quite often they stay in the beastie, retain more than 75% of their 
if that is what you want. 56 grains initial velocity at 300 yards. In my 
of W 760 ball powder behind a 130 experience the 180 ar. bullets are 
grain S.P. will turn up 3100 fps at too heavy for most of our game, 
Only 45,000 CUP of pressure. One they tend to drive right through 
of the extra bonuses with these and only wound unless they strike 
lighter weight bullets is the way 
they will not ricochet but generally 
break up on contact making them 
much safer to use than the heavy 
jacketed projectiles. 

| mentioned earlier, Ballistic 
Coefficient. For those unsure.of its 
meaning, that’s a value indicating 4 
bullet's ability to overcome air 
resistance, arrived at by combining 
[ts sectional density (the ratio of 
the bullets weight in pounds to the 
square of its diameter) with its 
coefficient of form. Given the 
same diameter, a heavy bullet 
retains velocity better than a light 
bullet, unless the heavy one 
happens to be blunt and the light 
one sharp pointed. A tapered base, 
or boat tail, also contributes to 
velocity retention. 

Probably the best all round 
weight for use with our game — 
deer, pig, goat and ‘roo — is the 150 
grain. The B.C. is much better than 
the lighter 180 grainers, 387 for 


Left. 30.06 with 180 gn Nosler. 
Right. 30.06 with 150gn spire point. 
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ENGLISH WALNUT 
STOCK BLANKS 


4 SHOTGUN BLANKS 
H Prices from $30. 


W RIFLE BLANKS 
HW Prices from $50. 


Hi Plain to exhibition grade. 


COMPLETE CUSTOM 
CLASSIC RIFLES 
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
B Skeleton butt and grip caps. 
H Solid grip caps, rifle pads, 
H Scope mounts. 


ROGER 
iVARDY 


18 Kentucky Avenue, 


4 


e Geelong, 3214 Victoria 


(052) 78 7247 


solid bone. They lack the she 
effect of lighter bullets at hig) 
velocity. You can read the rea 
in the energy tables. Ene 
increases roughly with the square 
the velocity but is directly prope 
jonal to bullet weight, throwing & 
advantage to increased velocity 
opposed to added bullet weig 

The edge seems to go the 1§ 
grain bullet from my experience 
the field. But energy tables don 
always explain the bomb | 
effects of light bullets at high 
ocity. It is my opinion that 7 
shorter bullets are over stabilised & 
the standard 1 in 10 rifling twist 
the 30-06, causing these light am 
thinly jacketed projectiles to @ 
integrate or rupture suddenil 
causing massive shock to # 
animals nervous system and caus 
an instant humane death. 

As you may have guessed, 
consider the ‘06 to be a do a 
thing calibre, and even though 
May never have the chance 
going after the worlds largest 2 
Most dangerous game the ‘06 ce 
do it. A Speer 200 gn. project 
driven by 63 grains of 4350 wa 
travel at 2750 fps and will effi 
ively take Alaskan brown bear @ 
Polar bears. If you use a 220 
250 grain bullet you would 
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pable of taking the larger African 
me, even an elephant with a brain 
jot. | am not suggesting that you 
this, but only say that it’s 
ossible and has been done. 

As | first said, flexible is the 
Same that should be stamped on 
Mis great cartridge but let us go 
ick and look more at reduced 
pads and various factors that 
ake the owning of a 30-06 so 
seneticial. The best advice for any- 

She considering reduced loads and 
rasting etc, Is to buy a copy of 
"Lymans Cast Bullet Handbook’’. 
v's a must, and after you have cast 
% couple of hundred bullets, you 
ill pick up more experience than 

ou could if you read about it for 
= year. 

For myself, | have tried many 
ead mixes and alloys and now use a 
ard mix made from wheel weights. 
use 9 pounds of weights and one 
und of pure lead, lead flashing or 
milar. The harder the alloy the 
ess it will expand, so it would be 
upid and criminal to shoot at a 
Seer only to have it race away 
Wounded because your bullet 
‘ould not expand. In such cases | 
e only expanding bullets, but 
art from this | still use my 9 to 1 
ix cast bullets on other game with 
good results, 

Proof of top class accuracy using 
ast bullets is easy to come by. | 
ported a Saeco mould, the No 
01 196 grain G.C. with a two dia- 
eter body which allowed deep 
Seating (in the rifling) and induces 
Bccuracy in cast bullets, It's not 
Unusual for me to get five shot, one 
ich groups with these bullets. My 
Dad is above mentioned bullet 196 
grain nominal, that casts out at 198 
Brains on average, driven by 18 
ains of Hercules 2400. Speed is 
round 1500 fps through my 
phronograph. The Lyman mould 
lo. 311291 that | mentioned 
earlier is a 170 grainer that can also 
He made to give outstanding results 
try 12 grains of 4227 IMR 
powder. 



































ester using 200 grain HP bullets 
jot 100 yard five shot groups 
easuring ° .627" OUTSIDE 
DIAMETER’ that is .227"' centre to 
Sentre! Not many .22 centrefire 
jooters do this! 


















One Ferris Pindell, a noted bench- E& 


including engraved floor plate assembly. 

Many experts had maintained 
that it was impossible to shoot 
groups of this size from any bore 
size over 6.5mm. So much for 
them. 

As you may know, any cast 
bullet travelling over 1500/1600 fps 
needs a gas check fitted to avoid 
leading of the bore and the maxi- 
mum speed to drive these is around 
2200 fps. The gas check stops heat 
fusing of the bullet base that would 
lead to inaccuracy. 

Once upon a time, using reduced 
loads used to mean Using some kind 
of a filler in the case to keep the 
powder near the base, without its 
us2 you would get patchy ignition, 
indifferent accuracy and all kinds 
of weird pressure symptoms. We 
are now fortunate to have magnum 
primers. These give a greatly 
increased flame, almost a blow 
torch effect, and ignite the powder 
even in the farthest corner. 

With full power loads, | have 
always reduced my loads by one 
grain to compensate for the extra 
Pressure generated by the magnum 
primer. Not every one agrees with 
this, all | can say is that after four 
decades of reloading | am still here 
and have all my fingers. 

Of equal importance is the need 
to mark and keep separate, any 


Two excellent 
bullets. Left 180 gn, Right. 150 gn. 
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-30 calibre cast 





Mauser Werke Large Ring M98, built by yours truly including stock carved 
out of solid blank, L.H. thumbhole {pride and joy) in 30.08 Springfield 










cases used for reduced loads, 
because with these there is a tend- 
ancy to shorten the case slightly 
and create a head space condition 
that would be dangerous if the case 
was used again with full powder 
loads. 

As they say ‘The proof of 
the pudding is in the eating,” and 
when | read the editors article on 
full length resizing | was pleased 
that others had been doing what | 
have for many years. | am sure it is 
because of F/L sizing each time | 
load that has helped no end in the 
great case life | have had with all 
calibres, not just the 06, Another 
factor is load control, spart from 
when’! have been testing for a 
special purpose | never load for 
maximum velocity. Experience has. 
shown that accuracy drops off near 
maximum velocity. Generally 10% 
under maximum works out to be 
the best and frequently the most 
accurate load, 

In conclusion, properly reloaded 
one 30-06 can equal a whole 
battery of rifles and is capable of 
handling any game from mouse to 
monster. You only have to tailor 
your components— powder, bullets, 
primers and cases to meet the 
dictates of game and terrain, 

You will come to bea more com- 
petent hunter, rigged for any 
shooting exercise from the butts to 
the bluffs. You would be shooting 
the same rifle more and more, until 
it became part of you. Mind out 
though, while you are doing all 
this, that some politician does not 
take away all your equipment, and 
your RIGHTS. 

Have you written to your parli- 
mentarian lately? Are you a 
member of a shooting organisation? 
| not, don’t whinge if you loose all, 
It will be your fault — and mine. 

As the Irish would say, “May 
you be in heaven half an hour 
before the devil misses you’, 






Hii fellow shooters, this article is not written to denigrate the excellent and very correct ideas and 1 
formulated over years by writers and shooters far more experienced and qualified than yours truly but 
state, 


itain’t 
necessarily so 


— by Bob Parsons — 









We are ordinary guys and girls results — down you degenerat 
who enjoy our sport without violat- this is not a sex epic, but a shoot 
Firstly, 1 hope we (you and 1) ing che rights of fellow Australians. story although 1 guess the ab 
can read into this a collection of Secondly it is a record of @ applies to all things in life. 
experiences of an average Aust- sequence of events that prove that In a previous issue you have w 
ralian shooter who, upon secing our the best aint always better. an article on the CZ 75 by Te 
rights, note I say rights and not Over the years I have tried the Barry. 1 have had the privilege 
privileges, fast disappearing down correct and accepted way of doing misfortune) to have worked a 
the tube and putting pen to paper things and tried ic my way and played alongside Terry and 1 kw 
proves that Iand thousands like me found, as no doubt all of us have, he has a .357 Python and a « 
are neither mindless morons nor that the way we enjoy most, alway: A.C.P. and has used both as wi 
potential terrorist in the long run brings the best guns, Now, the .357 

= Known as the ‘state of the 
target and police duty hand 
and the 45 A.C.P. as the fin 
combat piece. Both calibres & 
exceed 9 mm for serious social w 
So why does he use the CZ 9 mm 
“cos he likes to" is why. 
















































Ihave seen him pull off incr 
ible 100 yd. shoes with it, all simpl 
because he feels good with it, 
don’t agree with his choice but 
can't equal his performance with 
swith anything less than my Mod 3 
S & W .44 Mag which way ot 
classes the 9 mm and even so, lc 
rarely even get close to him. TI 
same guy, when with the territas 
police who had in their armou 
308 Brno’s, Reinington Riot 
and full auto M16’s, had, on ocet 
ion when chasing bad buys throu 
the scrub, borrowed my Model 
Winchester Trench Gun “cos & 
liked ie” 2 
During my time in the Territor 
T had at one time a Brno 3 
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& H and a scoped Mod 70 .30-06 
both top big game rifles. [ also 
ad a folding stocked H & K .308 
sault rifle. 





Score for’06Mod70 — Nil 
. Score for .375,H & H. — 


One Buffalo 


Score for .308 H & K — Pigs, 
uffalo, ctc. in large numbers 


much to the chagrin of the purists 
ho consider the assault rifle the 
jole tool of anti-social misfits. 


During this period | also dropped 
me big buffalo bulls with a Marlin 
Mag carbine. Of all the bulls hit 
the boiler room with a hard cast 
0 gr .44 over 25 grs 4227, none 
n further than 50 yds. before 
ey went down for the coup de 
ace — an clapsed time of 10-20 
conds at the most. All this 
ecause [ felt at ease with my misfit 
ifle. 

Getting back to my buddy Terry, 
i has a fine 6.5 Mannlicher 
porter but, he uses an M1 Garand. 
side the Mannlicher it looks like 
shat it is, a pregnant log. But he 
its things at 300 yds. with the log 
d he’s happy. 

One time we had some shooters 
n board, good shots, one with the 
75 and one with an 06. A big 
ar broke cover, the 375 missed, 
e '06 hit the boar in the family 
wels successfully ending his career 
a stud and seconds later the .308 
t rifle slipped one into his 
gine room thus ending his career, 


4 Mag S & W a.45 auto A.M.T. 
‘dballer.- Now everyone knows 
.44 is the only hunting hand 
in, all except me, I was that dense 
at I persisted in using my .45 
to and never lost an animal 
rough using an inferior auto. At 
yds. a buff once dropped stone 
d with a perforated skull sport- 








The remarkable Model 97. 


ing a .45 cal. hole, admittedly I was 
being covered with a cocked and 
locked rifle. 

One midnight I dismounted my 
vehicle to check the depth of a river 
crossing and was about 40 yds. out 
and up to my knees in inky water 
illuminated only by the headlights 
when the most God awful sound 
caused me to be wet higher than 
the water depth — the grunting 
cough of a croc can certainly cause 
the water to rise in temperature 
around the knees. A few choice 
expletives later I found { could not 
emulate our Saviour and walk on 
water. My own personal ‘gator was 
between yours truly and the bank. 
Now, I had two options. Firstly I 
could stop and consider my scaly 
friend was only telling me to piss 
off and he wouldn’t bit me. After 
all, he was protected by law and the 
conservationists say he has every 
right to a lump of the parson’s 





carcass, or secondly 1 could use my 
hand gun and become an environ- 
mental rapist. 

Some choice, suffice to say Lam 
writing this with a full compliment 
of arms and legs — my point is 
pistols aren't supposed to be the 


optimum thing to puncture 
armoured critters that want to 
give you a nasty suck. At three 


feet, the .44 Mag is devastating even 
on armour! 

Enough of the wild north and to 
the reality of the present. Having 
access to a squillion empty 12 ga 





blank shell cases, 1 though, “cheap 
shooting”. 
But “no way”, all the experts 


told me, “blank powder residue too 
corrosive, brass too low, plastic too 
thin” — all reasons enough for me 
to have a go. 

The corrosion was beaten by 
soaking the de-primed hulls in 


cont. page 62 
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The Winchester Repeating Arms 
Company marked its entry into the 
field of semi-automatic long arms in 
1903 with the introduction of the 
Model 1903 .22 calibre rifle chamb- 
ered for the .22 Winchester Auto- 
matic, a .22 rimfire round slightly 
larger in diameter than the .22 
Long Rifle. 


THE 


WINCHESTE 
SELF-LOADER 


This was necessary in order to 
(1) get reliable functioning in the 
new rifle, as the larger case’s base 
provided a greater thrust against the 


SCARCE BRASS 
The following new, unprimed 


cases with single flash hole (use 
regular small pistol primers) are 
now available. 
7.63 mm (.30 cal) Mauser 
$26.00 per box of 50! 
8mm Nambu 
$26.00 per box of 50 
30 Luger (Remington) 
$24.00 per box of 50 
Malcolm Bone 
Box 90, Gympie 4570 





Model 1903 


breechlock, and (2) prevent the use 
of regular .22 rimfire ammunition 
in the gun as much of this ammun- 
ition was loaded at the time with 
either black powder or Lesmok, a 
semi-smokeless powder that fouled 
a gun nearly as much as black 
powder, In fact this latter reason 
may have been Winchester’s great 
concern as they redesigned the 
Model 1903 slightly in 1933, 
chambered it for the .22 Long Rifle, 
and called it the Model 63. which 
was a successful, if expensive, rifle. 


With the Model 1903 as a start- 
ing point, Winchester then went on 
to create a series of centerfire self- 
loading rifles that were essentially 


scaled up versions of the Model 


1903. 

The first was the Model 1905 
chambered for 2 Winchester pro- 
prietary cartridges, the .32 Win- 
chester Self-Loading and the .35 
Winchester SelfLoading. These 
cartridges were roughly equivalent 
to the then popular 32/40 and 
38/40 loadings that were used in 
various deer rifles of the day. 

Now much has been made of the 
fact that these cartridges, especially 
the .32 and .35 SLR’s were under- 
powered when compared to the .25, 
32, .30 and .35 Remington cart- 
ridges for which Remington 
chambered their Model 1908 semi- 
H automatic rifles. In fact the 
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— by Joseph T. Vorisck — 
N.Y. U.S.A, 


Winchester shells were not 
underpowered when compared 
these shells or the 32/40, 38/40 
38/55 calibres that were v 
popular and considered relial 
deer killers at ranges of less ¢ 
100 yards. (See Compari 
Ballistics Chart). 

The Model 1905, as well as 
later Models 1907 and 19 
operates on the delayed blowb: 
system, that is the mass of 
breechblock and its extenté 
under the forearm, keeps the acti 






























closed until the bullet has left 
barrel and when the resid: 
pressure at the breech has fallen 
a safe level, then the breechbl 
recoils extracting the spent s 
and moves forward again under 
force of the recoil spring to si 
another cartridge from the 
azine and chamber it. This sys' 
was designed by T.C. Johnson, 
engineer at Winchester, and 
capable of handling cartridges of: 
to the 30-30 class. (See ch: 

These rifles were essentially shi 
range carbines comparible in wei 
and power to other carbines a 
able during the era of their 
duction. 

Of their contemporaries, 
the Savage Model 1899 and the W 
chester Model 1894 have 
in production longer than were 
Winchester SelfLoaders, In 





















CALIBRE BULLET MUZZLE MUZZLE ENERGY 
WEIGHT VELOCITY ENERGY AT 100 YDS. 


32/40 165 grains 1440 fps 760 ft. pds. 570 ft. lbs, 





















32 Win. SelfLoading 165 * T3902 fs Sigr 
38/40 180 * 15350) °* 205s 2 Sates 
35 Win, SelfLoading 180 * 1400 ” 785, % Doo 
351 Win. Self-Loading 180 1850 ” 1370 * o757 7 
401 Win. Scl-Loading 200 ” 2190" 2130 ” 1210 * 
303 British 180 ” 2180 ” 2270 * 1720 ” 
30-30 Winchester ea" 2220” 1860 ” 1350) 72 
30-40 Krag 180 ” 2220” 1934 ” 1625 ” 
25/35 Winchester wy = 2300 * 1370 ” 9457 





38/55 Winchester 255 1320 * 985 760 








arious models the Self-Loaders the fabled Model 1886 in terms of reasons other than price for their 
emained in continuous production longevity. All of the SelfLoaders popularity. 

fom 1905 until 1957, a cotal of 52 had a following and enjoyed con- The first myth about these guns 
ears, while the Remington Model siderable popularity as evidenced that should be put to rest is that 
and the updated version, the by the fact that the Model 1905 in they are underpowered, They were 
Jodel 81 were dropped by 1950. 32 and 35 calibre was made along- not underpowered by the standards 
Granted the most powerful of side the more powerful Model 1907 of their day, but admittedly they 
he Self-Loaders, the Model 1910, in 351 calibre for about 13 years. were not particularly powerful 
ade only from 1910 until 1936, This popularity must have been either. 

ad a shorter life span than the based on something more than just © What they were, was ideal 
dodel 1907 bur it still lasted longer whimsey as they were not cheap suited to woods hunting parents 
han the current darling of the arms. For instance, Stoeger's 1929 arly in the Northeastern United 
itetail hunter's nostalgia, the catalogue shows the Model 1907 States where deer sized game is 
iginal Winchester Model 64, priced at $55.55; the Model 1894 usually all that is hunted, the range 
hich was made for only 23 years, at $32.70; the Model 1892 at is short and there is not a great deal 
fom 1933 until 1956. $27.05 and the Savage Model 1899 of empty space that will allow a 
In fact the Model 1907 was made at $37.50. As can be seen from missed shot to fly on harmlessly 
pr a full 50 years, beating out even these prices, there must have been for miles. cont, page 81 

























Model 1907 


CHART OF WEIGHT, BARREL LENGTH AND CARTRIDGE CAPACITY 
CALIBRE WEIGHT 












MAKE/MODEL BARREL MAGAZINE 












LENGTH CAPACITY 

Winchester Model 1905 320r35SLR 7.5 lbs 20 inches 5 or 10 shot 

» +?) ait9.07, 351 SLR fissct a Zoeee 5or10 ” 

ij ro ONO, 401 SLR ROSE ke 20, 4 4 shot 
Savage Model 1899 303 Savage etal 7.0 ” Oe ae 5 shot 
Winchester Model 1894 30-30 et al 65 " 20” 7 (4 in % mag.) 
Remington Model 1908 30 Rem. et al T95)* eS ies 5 shot 
Winchester Model 1892 38/40 et al Bato, 201 2 11 (5 in % mag.) 
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Have you noticed lately how much 
and how often you have to put your hand 
in your pocket for some reloading com- 
ponent or other, (a pound.of that old 
favourite powder that used to be $4.50a 


the .303 that used to be $5.00 a box). 
If you are lucky you can still get them 


but at what price? Most of the good stuff 3 
has gone the way of surplus 4831!!! ; 


Maybe this article will help you save a 
few dollars and have some frustrating fun 
at the same time — | don’t think so — the 
fun | can guarantee — the saving, | am not 
so sure because you just seem to be 
shooting a {ot more and even with the 
reduced powder charges in some cases 
they still cost if you fire them often 
enough. Anyway, the way the cost of 
everything is rising at the moment, com- 
ponents will price themselves out of the 
market before we are much older, For 
what itis worth here we go..... 

My father always extolled the virtues 
of a .450/577 Martini-Henry rifle that he 
used during the 1920's for nearly all his 
centrefire shooting, so back in the early 
seventies when surplus Martini-Henry’s 
were about in fair numbers, | parted with 
$65.00 hard earned dollars for one in fair 
external but good internal condition. 

Now ammunition — wow — | finally 
located some in a Melbourne gun shop, It 
was Kynock, Berdan primed with 38 
grains of cordite and a 480 grain paper 
patched lead bullets — at one dollar per 
round. | was politely informed — “that 
was it, we can’t get any more mate, you 
had better take a hundred or so and this 
bloke | know out at Bayswater will knock 
you up a set of 7/8 and 14 dies and a 
hydraulic punch for about 50 bucks. 
You can get a mould anywhere and you 
had better start rolling your own from 
scratch if you ever intend to do any 
serious shooting out of that cannon’. 


— by Jim McKinley — 





cs 


and .458. 


bullets for, for a number of years, until | 
shifted to our National Capital. 

Father always said that the amount of 
bullet weight you could deliver with 
reasonable accuracy to the target was the 
best killer of all— thus he used a .450/577 
himself. He said that provided you could 
hack the recoil it was as accurate as any 
of your new fangled high velocity 
cannons. I think he was right. Anyway 
back to the story. | am happy to say that 
the availability of bullet casting equip- 
ment is not the same anymore as it can 
now be purchased in most large gun shops. 
It is always worth watching the ads put 
out by the trade in the shooting 
magazines as some good bargains can be 
had from time to time. 

The rifles and moulds used in this 
article are as follows:— 

Rifles:- 

450/577 Martini Henry B.S.A. 1887 

.458 Winchester Magnum Ruger No 1 

.444 Marlin Model 336 

-303 Lee Enfield Model 1 No 3 

B.S.A. 1918 
.308 Winchester Omark Target Rifle 


The cartridges used in the tests from left to right: .450/577, .303, .444, 308, 





































Moulds: 
Lyman 457125 
Lee C458500f 
Lee C429240HP 
Lee C309160 R 
Lee C312185R 
Saeco 312 
All moulds except the Lyman we 
a gascheck design and where the d 
permitted, Hornady gaschecks were 
All rifle barrels were air gauged ai 
results were as follows:— 
450/577 - 
458 win mag. = 
444 Marlin = 
-303 SMLE - 
.308 Omark - 
As you can see there were 
surprises particularly when you cons 
that | had slugged the barrels on aco 
of these rifles. It must be said that 
ging is really only an indication an 
you ever hope to get good accuracy 
of the rifle then you must know 
groove diameter of the barrel. 
So much for the shooting equipm 
now for the bullet making equipmer 






What he did not tell me about was all 
the time | was going to spend rounding 
up the extras that | would need — lead, 
wheelweights, lead pot, dipper, lubricant, 
ete, etc. Finally it was in one heap and | 
was away into casting bullets for that old 
450/577, That was all I was to cast 
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ippose | would have to say that if you 
going to use scrap lead and things like 
heelweights to harden it along with a 
lash of solder for some extra tin, you will 
eed an outside shed or workshop to do 
the job in as all sorts of funny smells can 
id will rise from the melt once it starts, 
© get hot. The little woman is likely to 
ecome more than a little upset if you are 
ing the kitchen stove. 

The thing to do of course, if you are 
saded with money, is to buy an outside 
ed and an electric furnace. | sometimes 
t the use of a Lee production electric 
ad pot and it is really great but most 
times it is a Lyman 10 {b {8ad.pot over 
the single burner gas stove, To test the 
emperature of the molten lead when 
sing the lead pot over the gas ring 
ethod, take a square of newspaper, roll 
into a taper and plunge it into the 
jolten lead. If it comes out a nice straw 
plour then the temperature is about 
‘ight. 


The most successful mixture of lead 
loy | have used is two parts wheelweights 
®0 one part lead plus about four inches of 
90/50 bar solder to a 10Ib mix. This com- 
ned with a little heat treatment gives 
pod hard bullets but still soft enough to 
erform reasonably well on game. It is a 
finite fact that the softer bullets do 
berform better on game but you must 
ep the velocity down to about 1600 fps 
en when you are using gaschecks, 

This heat treatment | mentioned is 
ead easy and it really works, try it for 
ourself sometime — a four gallon tin 
ith the top cut out and about 7/8 full of 
ater, an old towel thrown in the top and 
joroughly wet — it will still float but 
at is not a problem — it won't for long. 
fay you go — when you get the metal 
© the correct temperature flux it — | do 
nis often, say about every twenty - thirty 
lets made. 

Flux — I just use beeswax and set a 
ight the fumes — this gets rid of them 
short order — there are some excellent 
jokeless fluxes about now. | have only 
jed one and it was yery good but | will 
fick to beeswax because | have a quant- 
of it, | usually make about a 10 Ib. 


lead pot of bullets at a time — it makes 
cleaning up happen less often. 
That is about 140 .450’s to about 400 
-30’s. 

All the “Lee” bullet moulds are 
aluminia, the “Saeco” and “Lyman” are 
some sort of cast steel, but they all 
benefit greatly from a good boil in bio 
degradable detergent when new and a 
liberal dose of smoking with matches 
prior to each session of bullet moulding, 
The steel moulds will naturally rust if 
left unattended for any length of time 
after use. 

The real “no no” is to get any oil on 
the face of the moulds as this really takes 
some getting rid of and you will get 
crook bullets from that mould until you 
do get rid of it. What I do is get some of 
that oiled brown paper — you know the 
stuff that new rifles come wrapped in — 
wrap the moulds in that and put them 
away, after giving them a good clean with 
a dry cloth of course. Another good way 
is put them in a plastic bag with some 
“Silica Gel’. All this is a bit of a pest 
compared with the “Lee” aluminia 
moulds which you wipe with a clean 
cloth when cool and put them away until 
next time. 

After casting a batch, it is then worth 
the trouble to sit down and weigh the 
bullets into groups. | admit this is a 
tedious task so | usually cheat and grab 
the first decent projectile | can find in the 
heap, weigh it up on the scales, and then 
find 19 mates for it within half a grain or 
so, plus or minus. | repeat this effort 
until | have only the lumpies and bumpies 
Jeft which go back into the next melt. 

Hey, | forgot about that towel in the 
tin of water, well when you start produc- 
ing good looking bullets you drop them 
from the mould straight onto the towel 
floating on the water — if you are casting 
-450’s, and | usually am, you have an 
instant sink of the towel. From then on 
you just drop them into the water over 
the sunken towel — the quick cooling has 
two effects — one, it case hardens the 
bullets and two, it also stops a lot of 
burnt fingers from bullets that you 
thought were cold in the heap. Some- 
thing to remember about this dropping 


WORK IN RIFLES 
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HILLVER 
MAGNUM 
TWO PIECE MOUNTS 


9.5mm to 10mm DOVETAILS 
(MOST RIMFIRE RIFLES) 







Streamlined 1" and 

26 mm all steel low 
profile rings — precision 
machined for maximum 
strength and minimum 
weight, 


Powerful dovetail locking 
system with “coin-s/ot”’ 
locking screws for rapid 
field fitting and removal 
of scope without special 
tools. 

Available ftom leading gun stores 


Dealer enquiries: 

KEITH HERRON PTY. LTD. 
Manufacturer: 

zt) HILLVER SCOPE MOUNTS 








ives) | 14 BRUNKER ROAD, 
i yy GREENACRE 2190 
is PHONE; (02) 708-1257 








the hot bullets from the mould into cold 
water is don’t let any of the water splash 
into the molten lead pot or into the 
mould where you may pour molten metal 
for the next bullet. 

Now having produced yourself a 
quantity of bullets in the appropriate 


cont, page 63 
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The Austrian 9mm Steyr M.12 was one of the best auto- 
pistols ever made, designed to outshoot the Luger, it fought 
and lost two world wars. Yet as standard issue to the Austrian 
army in WW I, as an assassination weapon in the turbulent 
inter-war years, secret fully-automatic commando weapon in 
WW II and finally in the hands of the SS-Paratroopers who 
liberated Mussolini from the allies, the venerable Steyr M.12 
has carved a niche in history for itself, second to none. 


= = o— ~ 


IMPERIAL ANCESTRY 

The first major army in the world to adopt an automatic as 
its standard sidearm, rather than the tried and trusted revol- 
vers, was that of Austria in 1907. True, the Swiss had beaten 
them to it in 1902, when they included the 7.65mm Luger 
pistol in their armoury but Switzerland was then, as now, a 
small country and it’s armaments policy of little consequence. 

Austria may be small today, but at the turn of the century 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire was a Big Power that took in all 
of present day Hungary, Czechoslovakia, half of Poland, half 
of Yugoslavia and a slice of Italy. It commanded vast armies 
and navies and her abandoning of her 8mm Rast-Gasser 
revolver in favour of the untried 8mm Roth-Steyr Auto- 
pistol M.1907 had a profound effect in Germany and the US., 
who both shortly followed suit, even though France, Russia 
and Britain remained unimpressed for another twenty-five 
years, Germany settled for the Luger in 9mm Luger or 
Parabellum in 1908 and the U.S. tests that resulted in the 
adoption of the Colt 45 Automatic have been well publicised. 

The Austrians must quickly have realised that their 8mm 
Roth-Steyr was on the weak side for military purposes and 
set out to get themselves something a bit hotter than the 9mm 
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Luger. The M.1907 was designed by Messrs, Georg Roll 
Karl Krnka of Waffenfabrik Steyr of Steyr in Upper A\ 
and this team went -back. to the drawing-board to. loaly 
9mm proposition. In 1911 they submitted their new m 
which carried the factory designation ‘Steyr 9mm Model 

After extensive tests the army accepted the pistol but ¢ 
it ‘9MM Repetierpistole Modell 1912 Steyr-Hahn'. 
means hammer and indicated that the’new gun had an ex! 
hammer, which the M.1907 did not, 

Waffenfabrik Steyr had meanwhile developed an e 
new 9mm cartridge for the new pistol and it’s common 
‘9mm Steyr’, has since come to be synonymous for both 
and cartridge, since no other pistol ever was chambered & 
The common Ausirian term scems to have been M.12 a 
brevity | will use that hence. 

Production of the M.12 built up rapidly and by 
Watfenfabrik Steyr managed to secure export orders 
Rumania and Chile. Chile probably only got small num 
because of the outbreak of WW | which followed 
Rumania obtained large quantities and the Austrian ai 
bulk of the output, Small numbers were also offered a 
civilian market as ‘Steyr M.11'. 










































are also visible. 


THE GUN 

Like most guns from Waffenfabrik Steyr, the M.12 is a 
autifully made weapon utilising the very best materials. 
Ven guns made in 1918, when defeat was staring Austria in 
the face, show a high standard of worksmanship and finish. 

Technically it is radically different from what is made 
today, and it’s locking system is almost, but not quite, unique. 
here Borchardt and Luger played with the toggle-link and 
John Browning favoured the swing-link system, Messrs, Roth 


ind Krnka settled for the more sophisticated idea of a rotating 
arrel, 

(In theory, at least, this ensures better accuracy, as the 
Barrel, during firing, recoil, extraction and reloading is co- 
xial with the frame, slide and firers aim, which is not the case 
ith Brownings system. The M.12’s rotating barrel is a very 
egant design but must have been slow and expensive to 
Manufacture. Only the American Savage M1907 and some 
French MAB pistols ever tried something similar. 

At the moment of firing the M.12 barrel and slide are 
ocked together by two lugs on top of the barrel, engaging 
sorresponding grooves in the slide, After some 6mm of joint 
#coil two oblique cams under the barrel engage two grooves in 
je frame that force the barrel to rotate 60 degrees to the right. 
t the end of that rotation cycle the high pressure in the 
chamber has dropped and the top lugs disengage from the slide, 
lowing it to continue its rearward motion alone to complete 
je extraction and re-loading movement, relocking barrel and 
lide on it’s forward motion, The barrel rotation is aided by 
e right hand rifling of the barrel which must exert some 
Btational force on it. After the last round has been fired the 
Bide is locked back by the magazine follower. 


Top view of the slide, barrel and frame. Note the helical lug in the barrel that activates the right hand barrel rotation when 
the slide moves back during firing. The recesses in the slide held by the barrel during the high-pressure moment of firing 





The frictional resistance of this system is said to be greater 
than that of the Browning patent, which is evident when 
manipulating the slide on a Steyr pistol, and it is undoubtedly 
stronger, One gets the feeling that the M.12 could have 
handled a stronger cartridge than it did, even though 9mm 
Steyr is not a weak cartridge. The extractor is on top of the 
slide and the ejector in the centre behind the magazine which 
ensures a nice spread in all directions of empty brass when 
firing. 

FIXED MAGAZINE 

Another unusual feature is the non-detachable magazine in 
the grip. It is only accessable from the top and is loaded with 
a special clip of eight cartridges. The magazine lips are milled 
as a part of the frame and can consequently not easily be 
damaged, causing malfunctions as on detachable magazines, 
Also the magazine cannot be lost, which may have had some 
merit in the heat of battle, 

To load the gun, the slide is pulled back and held by the 
magazine follower. A clip is inserted in the slots milled for it 
in the slide, as on some rifles, and the cartridges pushed down 
in the magazine. As soon as the empty clip is removed, the 
slide rams forward and chambers a cartridge, similar to the 
Mauser M/96 pistol. 

It is also possible to load the gun without a clip, by locking 
the slide with the safety-catch in the forward of two recesses 
on the left hand side of the slide, and push in the cartridges 
one by one. When dropping the safety-catch, exploring fingers 
are best kept out of the way as the slide-action is very positive, 

To unload the gun, the slide is pulled back and locked with 
the safety-catch. Then the milled cartridge release button on 
top of the left-buttplate is pushed down and presto, all the 
unused cartridges in the magazine fly out in a split second. 
This is a great improvement on other early fixed-magazine 
automatics like the M/96 where the only means of unloading 
was by manually chambering and extracting the unused ammo 
with the slide. A dangerous practice to say the least! 

When the M.12 is loaded with the hammer cocked, the 
safety catch locks both hammer and slide, but when the 
hammer is lowered on a loaded chamber and the safety-catch 
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applied, cocking the hammer will also automatically release 
the safety-catch. | can’t make Up my mind if that is a good or 
a bad feature, at least it is unusual. 





Details of the M.12 with lo&ading-clip inserted in slots. 
Note that slide here is locked with safety catch. Also 
note the cartridge release button above left butt-plate. 


The barrel has four grooves of right-hand rifling, rather 
steep at half a turn for a barrel length of 130 millimetres, 

The rear sight is an old-fashioned V-notch on top of the 
yoke that also doubles as slide grip and has milled sides, It is 
not adjustable. The front sight is a very low and narrow 
A-blade set in a groove for adjustment. 

The trigger is a comfortable wide affair, rather like on a 
modern target pistol but trigger pressure, as on all military 
pistols, is in the heavy-weight class. 

The butt-plates are walnut with very nice checkering. To 
ensure that they do not loosen and disturb the users aim, they 
have angled sides so that the entire plate must be pushed into 
position from below and into corresponding grooves milled in 
the handle. The fit is so snug that it is actually hard to get 
them into position but for good measure they are also secured 
with a half-thread screw that also holds the magazine bottom 
in place, 

To top off all this lavishness, the lanyard-ring is an oblong 
machined part of the magazine floor-plate and no doubt as 
immensly strong as the rest. 
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FIELD STRIPPING 

Field stripping the M.12 is very easy. There is a 
under the barrel up front with a milled catch acting 
retainer spring which is depressed and the wedge pushed 
The slide is then pulled back and lifts off with the b 
That's it, It is a little bit harder to reverse the operation 
‘one gets the hang of it but for field servicing the syste 
really simplicity itself and far superior to many more me 
designs. 





Removing the 
under the barrel 


br Ae oy allows the 

slide to be pulled 
back and lifted off. 
/t leaves the barrel 
loose on top of the 
frame. 





THE 9MM STEYR CARTRIDGE 

The 9mm Steyr cartridge was developed by Waffen! 
Steyr about 1910 for the M.12 auto with which it late 
come to share its name. It is one of several ‘long’ § 
cartridges that were popular before WW |, others being 
9mm Bergmann-Bayard, 9mm Mauser Export and .38 
matic to mention a few. 

All of these were, even by today’s standards, rather 
loads and the 9mm Steyr is no exception. Most refer 
works seem to agree on a muzzle velocity of 1215 fps 
115 grain bullet which turns out to some 377 foot pou! 
the nozzle, which is right up with the hottest Luger 
today. 

Later on it was discovered that it was unnecessary to 
about all that extra brass and consequently weight and 
and that something shorter like the 9mm Luger did 
adequately. In consequence none of those ‘long’ 9mm 
last longer than WW | as military propositions, 

The 9mm Steyr is a straight-sided job with a rather pa 
bullet and is always Berdan-primed, In its heyday, int 
and iwenties, it was manufactured by several comp 
notably DWM, GECO of Germany, FN of Belgium and Fl 
of Italy as well as several Austrian manufacturers, 

With the end of WW II it seems io have died, but was 
in the 1966 Fiocchi catalogue. Because of its Berdan p 
it has never been a favourite with re-loaders and | have 
seen loading dies for it. The bullets are fully-jacketed 
pattern and appear with both nickel and cupro-plating. 
only head-stamps that | have sighted were Fiocchis ‘9 & 
readily identifable. Others of German pre-WW I manufi 
carry the Eagle headstamp and various code-numbers. 8 
FN-manufaciure does not carry a head-stamp. 

















The only other gun ever chambered for it was the Steyr- 
Solothurn M.1934 submachine-gun which was made in small 
numbers in the late thirties by Waffenfabrik Steyr’s Solothurn 
works in Austria, 

Time has obscured the type of powder used and charge 
weight but the bullet weight of 115 grains seems light for 
something that W.H.B. Smith in “Small Arms of The World’ 
credits with ‘exceptionally great range and penetration’. 
Nevertheless it would have been a relatively hot number even 
‘on apistol range in 1981, The only variant of the ammunition, 
known to me is a special sub-sonic load produced by DWM 
during WW II for the silenced version of the M.12 and M.12/P16 
favoured by German commandos which had a reported muzzle 
velocity of 1030 fps. 


9mm Steyr cartridge in comparison. From left to right: 
.45ACP, 9mm Luger and 9mm Steyr. (The Steyr is 
shown both at the headstamp and standing.) 


In spite of only two types of gun ever having been made for 
jt, the 9mm Steyr has acquired for itself a surprising number 
of synonyms, most of which are listed below: 


Fiocchi No. 115 
DWM 577 


9mm Roth-Steyr 
3mm M.12 

9mm Mannlicher G.R. 892 

9mm Repetier-Pistole M.11_ 9mm Steyr - Hahn 
9mm Steyr Selbstladepistole 9mm Steyr Modell 12 


Case dimensions are: 


Neck 
Head 


Mee Saad 
aloe 
Rim 378” 
Length O93 toe 

Cartridge length varies from 1.29” — 1.31”. 





FIRING THE M.12 
The first thing one notes when handling this gun is its 
awkward pointing qualities. The huge square handle is angled 
only some 9 degrees to the rear when something of the order 















of 20 degrees is more common today. One lifts and lifts the 
hand until it feels like the gun must point skywards, even 
though the rudimentary sights tell you the thing is more or 
less on target. Trigger pressure is in the nine-pound class and 
one is rather short of breath before it goes off. 

Recoil is considerable but softened by the large grip which 
fills the hand well. Report is in Luger-class and the empty 
brass flies in all directions. A gun like the M.12 is made more 
for safety than accuracy. The military never seems to have 
been great believers in accurate pistol shooting and with an 
old and seasoned warrior of two world wars and God knows 
how many thousand rounds, there is little hope of grouping 
on the cardboard. 

After some brief practice with scarce and horribly expensive 
collectors ammunition, | managed to put three out of eight 
rounds into a ten inch circle at 25 metres. If, ammunition was 
available, it had decent sights and one could spend a little 
time honing the trigger action, | have no doubt that the M.12 
even in my shaky hands could be made to fire reasonable 
groups but its military ancestry in standard form is too 
obvious. | can only sympathise with those that demanded a 
‘ully-automatic version, a demand that eventually led to the 
selective fire M.12/P16 of which more later. 


THE M.12 GOES TO WAR 

In 1914 Austria, and her ally Germany, were drifting 
towards war and large numbers of M.12’s were on the Austrian 
inventory, when Gayrilo Princip, a Serbian extremist, fired his 
7.65mm FN Browning Model 1900 in the most fateful 
political assassination of modern times. He killed the Austrian 
Crownprince Franz Ferdinand, but he also triggered off World 
War One, 

With its companions in issue, the 8mm Rast-Gasser revolver 
and the 8mm Steyr M.1907 auto, the M.12 went off to war. 
Not the well publicised Western Front, but the equally bloody 
and more mobile war of the WW I Eastern Front, 

In the mountains of Yugoslavia, on the steppes of Galizia, 
in Carpathian forests and on the southern slopes of the Alps, 
the M.12 fought its war in the hands of Austrian officers and 
N.C.O.’s, The names of its battlefields have been forgotten 
but in four years of merciless war it carved for itself a niche in 
the hearts of those that used it equal to that of the Lugers, 
the Webleys and Colt’s in the West. In its class it was supreme. 
Its enemies, Russians, Serbians, Italians, all used outdated 
black-powder revolvers like Nagants, Lebels and Montene- 
griners, none of which could match the M.12 on the battlefield. 


Only in 1916 when Rumania declared war on Austria, did 
the M.12 meet its match — the M.12’s imported by Rumania 
since 1913! Nevertheless, Austria and Bulgaria in unison, 
forced Rumania to an armistice in December 1917. One of 
the best war booties that the Bulgars carried away was the 
entire Rumanian inventory of M.12’s 


There is an interesting side story to those Rumanian M.12’s. 
Sometime in the late thirties the Bulgars sold them to Greece, 
It is reputed that they were stored away in Saloniki, right 
under the noses of the Germans that occupied Greece in WW 2, 

In 1947 some of them turned up with the Haganah, the 
Jewish freedom fighters establishing the state of Israel, Others 
hit the U.S. surplus market in the fifties. Twenty years later 
hundreds turned up in the Biafras insurrection against Nigeria. 


cont. page 57 
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CONDOR CLIP for 10/22 Ruger. 
— by John Andrew — 


Ever find your Ruger 10/22’s magazine running dry just 
When an extra fifteen shots might have done the trick? Well, 
an outfit called Condor Manaufacturing Co. of California USA 
now make a nifty 25 shot banana magazine to fit these little 
carbines. 

Better yet, the instructions point out that pairs of these 
magazines (or clips) can be taped together, head to tail, with 
their left sides juxtaposed so that you have an additional 25 
rounds available by simply end for ending the dynamic duo. A 
lug and a matching recess moulded into the left side of the black 
Plastic bodied magazines index them in their right positions 
when they are taped or glued together in pair. 

Seriously though, spot-lighting rabbit shooters might find Strangely, warnings on the Condor clip’s package and den 
one or two of these Condor clips useful in cutting down the in the instructions, point out that modifications to a 10/22 
number of times they have to fumble in the dark, reloading. may be necessary before the clip feeds satisfactorily. 
Others without that problem mightn’t be so enthusiastic. For makers state that smoothing off the breech block and e 
one thing the Condor clip doesn't look as tidy with its long pro- champhering the entrance of the 10/22’s chamber may 
jection from the carbine’s underside. compared to the flush necessary. 
fitting standard rotary magazine. After long and reliable service from my own 10/22 1 did 

Another snag is cost. They ain't cheap at around $39, several feel inclined to do any modifications to it just to do a test 
times the cost of spare rotary magazines. the Condor clip. Anyway, I feel it is up to the makers of 

Comparing the construction and finish of the two types of Condor clip to make something to suit the rifle instead 
magazine, | found that the Condor seems to be glued together creating a ‘tail wags the dog’ situation. 
permanently unlike the Ruger version, which can be taken apart As it turned out, the banana clip chewed reliably thro: 
quite easily. four or five clip loads without any modification being necessaxy 

Like the Ruger, the Condor has solid steel feed lips incorpor- | even disregarded the warning not to load more than 25 roun 
ated which should be immune to deformation even with tough and put in 26, which the sample would accept, just to be st 
handling. . losing count wouldn’t cause a jam. Perhaps my rifle had alre 

Although more vulnerable to be knocked because of its long smoothed itself enough with the fair amount of use it has hall 
projection, the Condor magazine seems to be built pretty However, examination of rounds that had been chambers 
Strongly and would take heavy abuse before cracking, It’s not in from the Condor clip showed rather noticable scratch marks 4 
‘the same class as the Ruger rotary magazine for smoothness or the bullets. This may require the entrance of the chamber to 
finish though. champhered a little as suggested in the instructions but I wo: 
hesitate to do this for fear of causing new problems by reduces 
the supporting area around the case head. 
The only objection to scratches on the bullets is that # 
edge accuracy may be lost but maybe this isn’t too important 
the style of shooting that the Condor clip caters for. 

It’s hard to see exactly why the Condor clip should requ 
modifications to be made to a rifle that works perfectly 
the rotary magazine. 

Perhaps it’s because some of the unavoidable increase 
magazine follower spring pressure needed to move two and a 
times the normal amount of ammo. 

These “long play” magazines are fun to use, for instane 
where you might practice walking your shcts onto an empe 
drink can while shooting from the hip. Be warned though, you! 
get through a heap of ammo with half a packet going up a 
spout per refill. 

Large capacity magazines have been available for vaious oth 
RF self loaders for a long time but the bulk of shooters hi 
stuck with more modest five or ten shot types. I don’t expe 
this Condor 25 round clip will set the world on fire either, & 




















































18 Lock Stock & Barrel, June - July 1982 


Yes, I know this won't really interest most readers but 
THIS MATTER CONCERNS YOU overseas hunting is part of our shooting scene and if we don’t 
support these shooters in their hour of need, then they just 
may not exist to help us in our hour of need. 
You could look at it as ‘practicing protesting’ to enable you 
There is legislation before Parliament to expand § to be proficient when YOUR interests are really at stake. 
the Customs Act regarding Wildlife Protection (Reg- 
ulation of Exports and Imports) Bill. eel ee a a 
At present this Act uses guidelines proclaimed by § Insert Your Address & Date 
the Convention of International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna (CITES) to which Australia i 
a signatory. 


| 
| 
i 
I 
The proposed extension of the existing controls i » An. Mr. a | 
aimed at giving Customs Officers powers far beyond §Member for... i 
internationally recognised guidelines to include not §)Parliament House . i 
only wildlife included in the CITES Agreement bu inberra. A.C.T. 2600 I 
to include discretionary powers regarding wildlife I 
"about which there may be justifiable concern.” gDear Sir, t 
It is proposed that new penalties of $100,000 o1 As the member of the House of Representatives for yf 
five years imprisonment with forfeiture of the goods 9@ lectorate | seek your assistance with the lodgement of myq 
will be imposed. rotest against the new legislation to be introduced jointly byg 
the Minister for Business and Consumer Affairs and the 
The implications are far reaching. I Minister for Home Affairs and Environment to strengthen 
Dcontrols on international trade in wildlife, | 
If you hunt legally overseas and take an animal o: 
a Licence issued by the Government and Wildlife ll Whilst | am in agreement with the existing controls relatingll 
Authorities of that Country then bring the animal (or &to the importation of wildlife covered by the Customs Act as! 
skin) home to Australia you may have the trophy listed in the Convention on International Trade in Endangered! 
forfeited and attract a $100,000 fine or five years inllSpecies of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), | object in thell 
gaol because a Customs Official may believe in hisllstrongest terms to the extension of this control as nowll 
‘own mind that you should not have that animal. proposed, 


These powers far exceed any reasonable law which | believe the situation is well covered by the existingll 
residents of a “free’’ Country might accept. legislation and the Customs (Endangered Species) Regulations, 
1 also believe the new legislation is not only entirely unneces- 

Safari Club International (Australia-South PacificlJ sary but an infringement on civil liberties. | refer in particular] 

Chapter) believe that this is yet one more attempt tof to the following wording — “‘It is proposed that the legislation] 

infringe the rights of hunters and may only be thefj will contain provisions to enable restriction and prohibition offf 

first in a series of legislative changes which willfj the export and import of Flora and Fauna that may notbe onjf 
ultimately finish recreational hunting and eventually] the endangered list but about which there is justifiable 

gun ownership of Australians. oncern.” H 


It is with utmost urgency that every firearm owner,4 Your urgent attention to this matter on behalf of F 
hunter and sportsman write to his local Federal oncerned citizen from your electorate is requested. I 
politician regarding this matter. i 
1 Yours sincerelyjy 
Adjacent is a sample letter which every concerned 
citizen should send to his own area Politician (and th 
Prime Minister) immediately. 

SIGN 


Authorised by: SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONA then PRINT NAME IN FULL. 
Australia-South Pacific Chapter ban Soa See SSSR 


President: Gordon Alford Secretary: Bob Penfold, 
116 Murrayfarm Road, 72 Blanch Street, 
BEECROFT. 2119 SHORTLAND. 2307 
‘phone (02) 866454 "phone (049) 511198. 
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— by Henry Mar — 
S. Dakota, U.S.A. 


For those of us that like to hunt, both fur or 
feathered game, do target shooting, or just plinking, 
nothing is more satisfying to the body and soul than 
a day of shooting striped gophers and flicker tails on 
a nice warm, sunny spring day. 

In east central South Dakota, U.S.A. where 1 live, 
by the first week of December about all the hunting 
seasons are over, the ground is frozen and there is 
maybe a couple inches of snow, Then in January and 
February winter really lets you know who is boss 
with plenty of wind, cold and snow. 

There are winter sports to keep busy with, but not 
everyone cares for tearing about the country on a 
snowmobile (1 don’t have one), down hill or cross 
country skiing, or ice fishing where you go out ona 
frozen lake, beat a hole thru a couple of feet of ice, 
put a baited hook down then stand around and freeze 
hoping some unwary fish will gobble up the bait 
you're trying to drown, 

By the latter part of March most of the congealed 
atmosphere (snow) is gone and the idiot box (TV) 
gets pretty blah. All the.guns have been cleaned and 
ready for the coming season and all the shells are 
loaded (with your varmint loads when you come to 
use them, you wish they were loaded with some other 
bullet or powder), All the tall tales from last hunting 
season have been told so many times you even get to 
believe them, This is why a warm sunny day in spring 
is so welcome. 

The striped gopher and flicker tail are burrowing 
rodents that are found in livestock pastures and 
rolling fields unsuited for farming- Striped gophers 
are light brown in colour with darker stripes running 
along the back — they stand about 8 to 9 inches tall 
and weigh about half a pound. 

Flicker tails are a bit larger and are light tan in 
colour with white undersides, They stand about 16 
to 11 inches high, 2 to 2%4 inches wide and weigh 
from a pound to a pound and a half. Both species 
hibernate from early fall till it warms up in the spring. 
Food is mostly grasses, maybe some insects and they 
are considered a pest by the landowner. 

One way to find a field of gophers and flicker tails 
is to drive down back roads thru likely looking arcas 
till you spot a field of them out feeding and sunning 
themselves. Then you drive to the farmhouse to get 
permission to hunt. Usually you get permission and 
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all that is asked is that you close the gates, unle 
they are open — then leave them open. If there 
livestock in that field he may have another field a 
in use, or know a neighbour that is bothered with g 
little pests and send you over to see him. Now 
have it made. Within fifteen miles of town | have 
different places where I’m welcome to hunt. 
Most used calibre is the .22 rimfire, both rifles 
handguns — next most popular is the .222 
+22/250, (going to the larger bores, I have seen aba 
all used up to the .44 Mag. in handguns and up to a 
7mm Rem. Mag, in rifles.) Some people may thi 
that anyone using such a large over kill gun on such 
small animal has to have some vacancy under # 
scalp and between the ears, Lets look at it this w 
what better way to get used to your big game ri 
and know what it can do. Besides it is a lot more 
than making holes in a piece of paper called target 
Land around here is typical prairie with she 
grasses except in the cultivated fields. Only trees 
in creek bottoms — planted trees are in ee ya 
and towns, My favourite flicker tail patch is aboum) 
quarter mile wide and half a mile long, nice and 
with a gentle rise to the north, from 200 to 4 
yards away. The rise to the north puts the 
behind you and makes for a safe place to use @ 
centrefire rifles. Have no idea how many there are 
this ficld but one can shoot for days and not cle 





My three Grand-kids in Spring training with 22s, 
















































em out. Shots can be had from fifteen yards — 
at’s at the stupid ones that are not for long in this 
orld — on out to 400 yd. to challenge the true 
armint rifle. 

After we get the go ahead and blessings from the 
jossman or owner, drive out to a likely spot. Haul 
ut the guns, load up and start pecking away at the 
Jose ones with the .22s. On a nice sunny day with 
its of flicker tails out, it’s possible to use up a carton 
500) of .22s in a day. A flicker tail doesn’t fall 
own with every shot because we scare heck out of 
s many ot more than we hit. By this time everything 
ithin 100 yds. has sense enough to stay down, In 
the .22s I use a S & W M34 Kit Gun, Colt .22 
onversion unit on a .45 ACP frame, and a Win. 
69A with a Weaver K4, ammo is Rem. Hi Speed 
H.P. Used also is a Win. 9422 WMR with a Weaver 
4, Ammo is the Win. H.P. The C.C.I. ammo is not 
s accurate in this rifle. 

Now that everything within .22 range has been 
shot, shot at and had the heck scared out of it, it’s 
time to unlimber the big bores. We have an instant 

ench rest with us at all times, the hood of my GMC 
Suburban, which is legal to use on varmints when you 
re off the road. A blanket is laid over the hood, a 
ardboard box 6’? to 7” high on top of the blanket 
for the forearm rest. That gives a good solid rest for 
hose 200 yd. plus shots, Also this bench rest can be 
turned to take care of any angle shot. 

Rifles I like best for this type of hunting:- A .243 
with Douglas premium featherweight barrel, 22” ona 
high numbered Springfield action, bolt altered for 
low scope mounting by Williams Gun Sight Co. 
Bishop tancy stock, glass bedded, 24x 8 B& L 
Balvat 8A scope. Only accurate varmint load for this 
me is, Win, cases, Win, 120 primers, 34 gr. Dupont 
3031 and Sierra 85 gr, flat base bullet. With the 100 
. Hornady bullet and 42 gr. H4831, it’s also a good 
antelope and deer rifle for prairie hunting. 

Another is a post '64 Win, M70 rebarrelled by 
hilen with his light target barrel in 6mm Rem. and 
12” rifling twist, original stock glass bedded, Redfield 
10x scope and their mounts. This one weighs 12 Ibs. 
and being conservative of energy, it’s only carried to 
he hood of the car and used there. I happened onto 
00 new Rem, cases all from the same lot marked 
244 Rem. After they were all fired once looking for 
that one good load, I turned the outside of the necks 
just to even up the thickness then trimmed them to 
010” under maximum length. The best load I found 
is Rem. 9% primer, 44 gr. Reloader 21 (it's out of 
Beeccrion but have 15 Ibs.) and Win. .243 85 gr. 

.P. target bullet, Winchester won't sell this bullet as 
component any more but I have enough to go with 
he Reloader 21. Then I can start all over again 
ooking for another good load. This rifle is very good 
m gophers and flicker tails out to 300 yd. 




















A scratch hit with a .243 Sako, 


The last and my favourite is a 25/06 Ackley 
Improved on a M1917 Enfield action 24” sporter 
barrel, sporter stock and a Lyman Targetspot 10x 
with a 1” Lee Dot. Iam partial to the dot as it makes 
a good range finder if you know the size of the target, 
also if you have to hold over on a small target there is 
nothing to block out the target, With the fine cross- 
hair holding the dot, it appears to be floating in the 
air. The first load I tried shot into 5/8” to 3/4” at 
100 yd, so I let well enough alone and used this load 
on everything on up to deer and antelope. 

Load is made from military cases fire formed wit 
15 gr. H2400 and a cast gas check bullet. After fite 
forming, all are trimmed to .010” under maximum 
length. After seating the Win. 120 primer I pour in 
58 gr. H4831, press on a .046” Ipco graphite grease 
wad then seat a 100 gr. Sierra bullet just deep enough 
to keep the wad in the case neck. This load and rifle 
is good on these varmints out to 350 yd. 

A good many so called experts and .22 centrefire 
fans may disagree with my opinion on .22s — well, 
that’s their privilege. Have tried most of them on up 
to the .220 Swift and didn’t care for them. For one 
thing, with the wind we have in this area, shots out at 
the 300 yd. distance are very uncertain. Also have 
seen hits a good ways out where the bullet hardly 
expanded, Now with a 80 gr. and heavier bullet 
moving along at over 3000 fps and you hit the critter, 
the way it comes apart at the seams is spectacular. 

After a good day of shooting we leave the results in 
the field for the foxes, hawks and owls to fecd on as 
they appreciate a free meal without too much work 
on their part. By next day all the remains are gone. 

After a day like this what better spring tonic is 
there? ° 
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IN PURSUIT O 


The reason for our foray into the rain forest is of 
course the aforementioned L. Antarticus, Flock 
Pigeon, or just plain ‘Flock’ to the shooter. These 
birds are not obtained by blundering forth into the 
big bush, gazing hopefully into the tall timber and 
expecting to see these birds hopping from branch to 
branch like starlings in the Moreton Bay Fig ina city 
park, 

Fortunately for the species , and unfortunately for 
the hunter, this is not so. 

To go ‘'cold” into a bush with a belt full of*cart- 
ridges and a heart full of hope will almost, but not 
invariably result in returning with an empty, or at the 
best, a most unsatisfactory bag. 

There are of course delightful diversions in pigeon 

shooting — the entre-chats and arabesques that would 
put Nureyev to shame, that the lawyer-vines and wait- 
a-whiles demand of the interloper before they release 
him from their fond embraces. 
Away we go again into the big scrubs where the 
«shooter was king, The bushwalker, that city boy who 
was later to provide such gainful experience for the 
local gendarmie when he wandered out of the smoke 
of his own campfire, and therefore became hopelessly 
lost, as yet unheard of. 
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The leeches of course refuse to be baffled by 
salt soaked pyjama cord around his boot tops, 
successfully make their pathological excursions up 
hairy legs producing that all too familiar squel 
noize-cum-feeling that means he has a sock 
soaked with the best Australian red, 

Out comes the cigarette butt and the profanity, 
cigarette butt to release the slimy little bastards 
and the profanity to relieve the shooters feeli 
These little diversions help to take the would 
masticator of pigeon pie from dwelling too long 
the pre-amble to this traipsing through this dark 
dripping jungle. 


It had al) started with a letter — in those far 
days telephones were not in every house — saying 
flocks were thick, 

They were feeding on the fig. This was not 
best of news because fig feeding birds were nof 
good on the table as birds on many of the other fi 
sources, Bangelow grape, cherry, nutmet, etc. 
shooters had their own preferences but, in the m 
the nutmeg was the favourite, The fig feeding 
needed to be soaked in salt, vinegar, and lemon spi 
water in the ice chest — no fridge then in my hou 
to remove some of the “gamey” taste, for s 
twenty-four hours before cooking. 

These figs grew to enormous heights so the 
that the birds were feeding in them called for 
tightest of chokes and the heaviest of loads. 

Birds feeding on coastal Bangalows could be sai 
factorily gathered with a more open boring, and 
birds do not linger after being massaged with a ch 
of bad news, the wider spread of the modified ba 
reaped a richer harvest from these favoured f 
sources, 

In a good year the number of birds that would 
found feeding on these coastal Bangalows seems, 
retrospect, almost unbelievable. | have seem th 
literally fill 2 tree head while others fluttered aro: 
the periphery looking for an opportunity to put 
io branch. Unfortunately these coastal Bangalal 
with their easy access and the fact that they 
generally surrounded by good cover, appealed t 
type of shooter who found the big brushes requi 
too much intestinal fortitude (guts to’ you) 
unhappily these are often the types who don’t k 
when to stop. 

Stories are told of bags of eighty and one hundl 
birds being taken, and these stories, sickening as # 
are, aré 10/0 with pride. | was indeed fortunate 
know men who hunted primarily for sport, 
Quarry a delightful bonus, highly desirable but 








beckoned the hunier while the fellow who di 
Quite make the grade stayed with the coastal by 

































Back to that letter about the ’Flocks on the Fig” 
fhe fact that this letter arrived means that the first 
hurdle has been crossed by our hero. He has a 
act in the area In which he intends to shoot. This 
almost essential. 

luring the greater part of the day pigeons sit 
nless in the tree tops, the only clue to their 
joe being the occasional plop of a seed as it falls 
ground after passing through their alimentary 


Nature has so beautifully camouflaged these birds 
few things are more difficult to see than a pigeon 
ll timber, so perfectly does he merge into the 
ery, 
Fortunately for the shooter nature does not time 
Tipening of all her native fruits together for if the 
er had to search under every cherry, nutmet, 
(oad, grape, what have you at the one time it 
Id be too much of a task to find these afore- 
lonéd dropped seeds that indicate a feed tree. 
‘Our bushman knows his brush like he knows his 
| so he Knows when to look under what kind of 


‘Here is where your local contact pays off, by 
jous battling through the brush he has already 
ited a number of feed trees, and has assured him- 
if that they still contain a plentiful supply of berries. 
‘He has blazed a trail to these trees so it can be 
Sllowed in the pre-dawn gloom, slashing the bark 
Stinging trees for preference, ‘but best of all 
the perfect marker, the phosphorescent fungus 
ving Gn the decaying logs on the brush floor 
When the day arrives a shivering party sets out long 
ré daylight, timing their departure so they will 
atrive well before piccaninny daylight. 

The struggle through the brush, bad enough in day- 

nt, is trabled now. Visibility in a big brush is 
@ problem but without the little sunlight that 
filter through the demon claws of vine and 
the trap of rotting log and rolling stone 
bine to make the poor struggler think fleetinaly 
i ‘ely open 
ul smooth 















his Gordon Setter, and the beau 
esthe paddocks so neer his home, 

gress |s terribly slow in these brushes, the going 
6 be alWays Uphill. Every damn pointed thing 
pend pointed al him, every little creeklet 





OPHOLAIM 
ANTARTICUS~ 


AND OTHER RAMBLING THOUGHTS. 





























has water in it, just as he fs nearly across some 
over the top of his boot, who says water 
31 OF — Like Hell—that bloody waiter was mint 
Here's your tree Bill, and he wearily sits 
gloom while the rest of the party plod away 
disappear jn the chilly mist now rising 
sodden floor. 
The longest hours | know are those spent 
the arrival of the trolley they use in hospital 
port one to that rather unpleasant theat 
where the performance is rarely a comedy — 
hours in a duck blind or under a food tree a\ 
your first visitors must run them a close 
Our friend under the fig tree waits 1 
minutes out each containing sixty slowly 
seconds, and thecold comes creeping out Of 
seeping into his very bones, whitening and: 
his fingers till it becomes a Veritable tontun 
the breech of the heavy Boswell and reassure 
for the hundredth time that none of: ves 
those horrendous, bloodsucking, in dest 
creatures from another world — rising elongate 
the humus and straining toward any supply Gi 
life sustaining blood — have not befouled his: 
with their presence. 
In his mind the cold becomes an animate thir 
malevolence focussed on him, the: intruder inte 
world, and its function to make him food f¢ 
This reverie is broken by the swish of Wing 
rattle of branches and the sound of overrips 6 
clittering their way through the foliage to pa 
the ground around him. 


THE FLOCKS HAVE ARRIVED. 


Now the eyes have to be strained to the Utn 
di the birds high in the branches and if our 
a really mature fig poised on an inact 
in he will need a really tight choke and 
(No star crimp and plastic container 








vo of three birds can be seen close together” 
as hit a Very rare jackpot for these 
cover an enormous area and the pigeons movi 
guickly aboui. 

cont, 
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Being an avid hunter, as well as 
doing a bit of guiding for non- 


resident hunters who visit our 


country, {‘d like to submit an 
article to your readers to let them 
know what type of hunting we have 
and list some of our local game 
species, 

Here in Saskatchewan, Canada 
we are blessed with some of the 
best water fowl and upland game 
hunting in North America. We have 
Many varieties of ducks, also 
Canada, Snow Blue, Ross and White 
Front geese, as well as Sandhill 
cranes. 

For big game we have moose, elk, 
antelope, mule deer, Whitetail deer, 
caribou and black bear. Our most 
common, big. game. animal is the 
whitetail deer, many of which have 
trophy antlers. These animals are 
found virtually over all of Central 


rF 
—by D. Crook — Sl 


Sask. Canada bo) 


and {reezing temperatures. While 
our winters can be quite severe with 
cold spelis at 40 to 50 degrees 
below zero, our summers can be 
very hot, at times nearing 100 
degrees above zero, but I'm starting 
to stray from my story. 

Since our primary game bird here 
is the goose, I'll write @ bit about 
(ul creature and haw to 
but first a bit of background 
on this bird. 

Around the turn of the century, 
this giant of the Water fowl had 
been nearly exterminated because of 
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In our area, bordering on 
Quill Lakes in Central Sask, is 
of the top gaose shooting hot s 
in Canada, but we suttered a 
back during the Second World 
when airforce crews in training 
the Quill Lakes for bo, 
practice. The targets they 
were tlocks of geese sitting on 
waiter. As 4 result our geese vag 
this area for a few years but s 
the late 1940's have madevaiste 
recovery to their present all 
high. 

There are several ftlyways 


















and Southern Saskatchewan, heavy’market hunting pressure and birds use in their annual aut 
Moose, elk, bear and caribou are by hunters using captive Canada migration from Northern Canad 
found in the upper central and geese as decoys by means of tying the southern “States in 
northern Sask. Mule deer and ante them driven into the America. We are situated! im 
lope are found in the southern ground @ would call out heart of the central flyway 
portion of the province of their wild great concentrations of water 


Our seasons for hunting range 
trom early September to mid Dec- 
ember on all of the birds, and irom 
October to: December for big game, 
except for black bear where there is 
also a spring season from mid April 
to mid May. . 

Most people not native to 
Canada have visions of a country 
under a permanent blanket of snow 





mM inte range of 
s, often with dis 
or the wild geese. 
ct hunting regul- 
lown with heavy 
fenders and through 
$-of conservation these huge 
S$ are actually more. plentiful 
now than when the first Pilgrims 
landed on this continent. 


stop in this migration. They 
about eight weeks here from 
September to late October 
sometimes into November if 
weather stays mild enough to 
the Quill Lakes, where they sp 
the nights, free of ice. 




























Eventually 
ere 


ations 









The Canada goose is a large 
weighing up to 17lbs, but 
average weighs about 11 to 1 
They are dark grey in colour 
black neck, black beak and feet 
a striking white cheek pa 

They are very family min 
birds, mating for life and 
ilocks consist of goase and ga 
and their yearly offspring, altha 
late in the fall, two or more fa 
unils may fly together in one fi 

Gcese feed primarily on 
tation, but prefer left over @ 
spilled during harvest. Their 
choice is barley, then wheat, 
grains and grasses as well as a 
vegetation. A goose that has 
fattened up on barley is one of 
finest meals with which you 
grace a table, 

A typical day for the goose 
something like this: shortly @ 
daybreak they leave the safeu 
ihe lakes and ponds and tly al 
neighbouring fields to eat the 





3 Canada geese taken November 17th, 1981 Average 
snow on ground, 


weight 11.5 lbs. Nete 
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dn grain that has been missed by 
he farmers combine. They don’t 
all leave the lake at the same time, 
out space their departures a few 
minutes apart. They will continue 
tO use the same field for many days 
# they are not disturbed, About 
70 am. they head back to the 

ater until about 3 or 4 p.m. when 
they come out for their afternoon 
Feeding, then return to the lake 

n about dusk. 
Their call can be heard for a con- 


It involves the hunter spending 
an afternoon driving around the 
countryside to locate a field in 
which a large amount of geese are 
feeding. Once a good field is found 
the hunter must get a good idea 
exactly which part of the field the 
geese are in as this spot must be 
located in the dark of night when 
the geese are back on the water and 
pits are to be dug. This part of the 
hunt is called spotting and a good 


Spotter is worth his weight in gold. 


iderable distance as they emit a © 
oud “har-ronk’’ cry as they fly, 
common nickname 


their 


There are two methods of 
unting these giant birds. One is by 
pass shooting, in which the hunter 
sually positions himself near the 
ake shore and hopes a flock of 
geese will happen to fly by him in 
Jose enough range to bag a bird or 
0. This is not a very successful 
ethod as the birds are very wary 
and have marvelous eyesight. 
The second way, ‘and also the 
jost popular, is by means of shoot- 
Jng from a pit. This requires con- 
piderable work but can be the most 
arding type of goose hunting. 


SIDE VIEW 
LEVELLED DIRT 


[  OPIMBOARDES ol BOARD 


3% FEET 





Once the geese have left the 
field and permission to use the land 
is obtained from the farmer, it is 
time to go to work and dig the pit. 
The pit must be deep enough to 
conceal the shooter, and be big 
enough to offer a bit of comfort to 
the person who will be squatting in 
it for about 3 hours next morning. 
It usually ends up about 3 feet in 
diameter and about 3% feet deep. 
The dirt is then levelled out neatly 
around the pits and wooden boards 
placed over the pit mouth to reduce 
the opening, leaving a hole in top 
just big enough for the shooter to 
pop up through when he stands to 
shoot. (See diagram). 


DETAILS OF A GOOSE PIT 


The pit is then camoflaged by 
raking stubble, etc. over the freshly 
dug earth. This is avery important 
part of the shoot as a wary Canada 
goose will spot a poorly dug pit 
long before he gets in gun range. 

Now comes the morning and the 
shooter is up long before sunrise 
getting his decoys set out around 
the pits. We usually use about 48 
full bodied Canada goose decoys, 
These are assembled and set up 
around the pits with the sentinel 
decoys (heads upright) facing into 
the wind, the feeder decoys (heads 
down) can be facing in any direct- 
ion. Then when everything looks : 
right and natural you hop into your 
pits and sip a cup of coffee while 
waiting for the geese. 

Just as the sun starts peeking 
over the horizon you'll heer the 
first faint calls of an approaching 
flock, It’s time to hunker down jn 
the pits and remain as still as 
possible. Now they can be seen 
winging toward the decoys. Now 
their wings are set and they are 
silent as the lead goose moves his 
head right and left looking things 
over, and decides everything is fine. 


cont. page 8: 
TOP VIEW 
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There seems to be very little 
known in this country about the 
technical side of casting accurate 
bullets. The average shooter who 
casts bullets is inclined to think 
that it’s just a matter of pouring 
molten lead into a mould and as 
long as the bullets look reasonable, 
that's near enough. 

























Some time ago | was in a 3 gun 
shop buying a couple of bullet 
moulds that | had ordered prev- 
iously. A fellow standing next to 
me looked rather interested, so the 
subject turned to casting bullets. 
He said the job was easy, Nothing 
to it, and they don’t vary more 
than a couple of grains in weight.” 

| asked him several questions and 
it soon became apparent that he 
knew very little about the subject. 
| compared his view with knowing 
how to drive a car without know- 
ing any road laws. 

The object of casting bullets in 
the first place is 90% economy, 
except where someone has an 
obsolete calibre rifle, then casting 
very much becomes 4 necessity if 
he wants to shoot it. Most collect- 
ors do not shoot their rifles, more 
is the pity, what they don’t realise 
is that a lot of knowledge can be 
gained from shooting the old ones. 

The first thing bullet casters 
should realise is that they are not 
going to get the same results with 


all alloys and some alloys might 
cast differently to others. A big 
difference in bullet weights must be 
excepted with each major variation 
of alloys. For example a 30 cal 
170gr mould if used with almost 
pure lead might cast a bullet of 
178grs, while an alloy of printers 
type metal would probably give a 





bullet of | 165qrs. This weight var- 
iation depends largely on the tin 
and antimony content in the alloy. 

| do not consider this weight 
factor for a given bullet to be very 
important in relationship to the 
different alloys. What is important, 
is that the cast bullets should not 
vary too much within the same 
batch of alloy. { consider a 
variation of .8ar to be the maximum 
between the lowest and highest 
weight of a 30 cal bullet cast with a 
good alloy. If a person were casting 
45 cal 400gr bullets, the weight 
variation of these would be double 
that of a 200gr bullet — this is 
something that has to be recognised 
and accepted. If the bullet weight 
doubles the weight variation will 
also. 

One of the most important 
things a bullet caster should recog- 
nise is that faulty bullet will not 
give good accuracy. Bullets cast 
with wrinkles caused by the blocks 
not being hot enough, others with 
bands not filled out properly 
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caused mainly by the alloy 
too cool, or bullets with cavit 
the bases which is caused by 
alloy being too hot and not af 
ing enough time for the spri 
solidify before hitting the 
aside. All these faulty bu 
should be rejected in the inspec 
stage. | usually watch for w 
signs while actually casting and 
fault does occur it can be corre 
My usual rejection rate is al 
15% rather than maybe 30% § 
didn't take notice while cast 

My casting equipment is ra 
simple, all it consists of is a 
dipper, a melting pot, and to 


_— 


the bullets from the mould, a pl 
of wood 1” thick, 2’ wide 
about 10” long. Have also fou 
pair of long-nose pliers come 
very handy for picking up hot 
Jets to inspect them. | always 
an old towel or piece of cloth 
the pot for the bullets to drop 
this prevents them from being di 
aged or marked as a hot bullet j 
out of the mould is very s 


When actually casting | use a 
dipper of lead, turn the mould 
izonta) to contact the nozzle of 
dipper, then quickly bring 
mould and dipper to the vert 
position, hold for a couple 
seconds, then remove the di 
back to the pot, This move 
causes 2 certain amount of. allo’ 
flow onto the sprue plate whi 
important as it helps to retain 
heat in the mould. |t also gives 
bullet 4 reservior to draw on 
solidifying. 

| have noticed that some all 
will cast with a bigger weight 
iation than others and very 
suspect that a very low tin con 


perhaps no tin at all, is the cause 
this. Also, some alloys will cast 
tter than others and as a result 
@ bullets are more uniform in 
eight. Several times I've cast 
llets using 5 parts lead to 1 part 
no type and found a greater var- 
tion in bullet weight than with a 
-50 lead lino type alloy. (The 
nerally available lino type alloy, 
type metal as it's called, con- 
ists of 4% tin 11% antimony and 
% lead and is quite suitable for 
sting bullets.) 
Alloys that cast accurate bullets 
ould have not less than 1.5% tin 
intent, this increases the castability 
ctor considerably. Another 
ctor that bullet casters almost 
mpletely ignore is the rule that 
@ heat or working temperature 
lust be compatable with the alloy, 
ls is very important if good 
curate bullets are required, 
For example, pure lead needed 
r black powder shooting melts at 
20°F so the working temperature 
# this alloy could be as high at 
0°F. Now if this heat were used 
r type metal alloy which melts at 
10°F, very frosty bullets would be 
ist from the overheated alloy. In 
is case the heat would have to be 
wered considerably. 
In other words most alloys 
quire a different‘ heat to get the 
st results from the bullet mould. 
me moulds may even require a 
ange of heat when using the same 
Joy. This depends largely on what 
aterial the mould is made of, only 
perimenting will tell you the cor- 
ct casting temperature. If after 
bout 20 minutes you find that the 
wllets are still not filling out, the 
at may have to be increased a 
ttle, or lowered because of frosty 
llets, whichever the case may be. 
While frosty bullets do not ser- 
usly jeapodise accuracy, | think 
@ condition that causes them is a 
jod thing to keep away from and 
at is overheated alloy. My bullets 
ually drop from the mould with a 
mi matt appearance, just a little 
ast the glossy stage. | have come 
cross bullets in the past that are so 
rosty they look like sand blasted 
lass, | often wonder how this 
ould affect accuracy. 
If the alloy is too hot, this in 
turn overheats the mould and if an 


electric furnace is being used the 
alloy is forced under pressure into 
the air vents in the face of the 
mould. These small hair lines of 
alloy are known as whiskers on the 
bullet. | don’t think these whiskers 
are harmful to accuracy as they can 
easily be broken off by rolling the 
bullets on a towel, | regard them 
more as a nuisance value and steps 
can be taken to avoid them. Also, 
an alloy that is too hot means the 
caster has to wait much longer until 
the poured metal has cooled before 
striking the sprue off. If the sprue 
plate is knocked off too soon, the 
sprue metal tears away from the 
bullet and leaves ragged craters in 
the bullet's base. These craters can 
be regarded as missing alloy, so 
there is no way these bullets can be 
regarded as accurate and uniform in 
weight. Large calibre bullets over 
30 cal and more than 250grs could 
vary as much as 3grs 
from the same batch of alloy, so 
care must come first when casting. 

The biggest error | think that 
most bullet casters make, is that 


they are inclined to hurry with 
casting. |'ve read reports of as 
many as 250 bullets an hour being 
cast from a single cavity mould and 
up to 400 an hour from a double 
cavity mould. 


What are they trying to prove?? 
It would seem that these claimants 
don't like bullet casting so are try- 
ing to cast as many as possible in 
the shortest time and to hell with 
quality. | have never been able to 
cast 260 an hour from a single 
cavity mould. My normal casting 
rate is about 180 an hour or 45 in 
15 minutes, which includes fluxing 
every 15 minutes or Jess. For a 
double cavity mould my casting 
would be less than 250 an hour. 


After a batch of bullets has been 
cast each bullet should always be 
inspected for faults. If the casting 
stage has been done with care and a 
good alloy, the rejects are usually 
less than 10%. | normally inspect 
the bullets as they are being check 
weighed, 


A range of 25 and 30 calibre bullets. 
Top Row Lyman 311466, 31141, 311291, 311467, 311299. Bottom Row 
Lyman 257463, 257464, 257325, NE| 257115, RCBS 257100. 
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Weight checking bullets, the ones at extreme left and right would be rejected. 


The purpose of check weighing is 
to grade them into a uniform 
weight, with the greatest majority 
having a variation of only .3 of a 
grain. The bullets that fall into the 
high and low bracket are also kept 
in their respective groups but the 
ones with an extreme high and low 
variation (usually about 1 gr) are 
rejected these would number 
between 5 and 12 percent. 


Before anyone attempts to cast 
bullets he should check any newly 
acquired moulds to see that they 
are in proper working order. » With 
a new mould, the main trouble 
spots seem to be that the sprue 
plate is always excessively tight, 
plus in a great many cases, the 
bullet won't drop free. | always 
take the plate off a new mould to 
see if there are any burrs left over 
from the stamping stage, several 
may be found jin the area of the 
pivot screw and should be removed. 

One fault with Lyman moulds is 
the spring washer that holds the 
plate tight. This washer has very 
sharp corners which in turn dig into 
the plate and sometimes prevent it 
closing properly. As these washers 
are not hardened, a file can be used 
to round off this edge. | always 
cast with the plate somewhat on 
the loose side, as | can not see any 
reason for it to be tight. 

28 


The most annoying problem with 
some new moulds is that the bullet 
will hang in one side of the cavity 
and not drop free. Valuable time is 
lost trying to free stuck bullets and 
the moulds cools down also. My 
remedy for this problem is to take a 


small warding file (a screw 
will do if you are reluctant ta 
file on @ mould) and gently 
the corners of the cavity in 
effected side, this might have 
done 2 or 3 times to effect 
remove the minute burrs that 
been left by the cutting cherries 
are holding the bullet. Absa 
care must be taken with this jam 
the mould could be ruined, 

Regarding secondhand ma 
the only ones to be consideres 
those in excellent condition 
are capable of casting good bul 
Some moulds, although look 
bit rough, can be restored to 
excellent bullets. 

! once acquired a rather old 
cal mould that cast a bevel § 
265gr bullet. This bevel base di 
is not featured in rifle moulds 
more. The bevel base section im 
mould consists of a lipped 
ridge that runs around the cirg 
ference of the bullet cavity af 
top face of the mould blocks. 
fortunately this bevel ridge 
been damaged causing ' u 
bullet bases which resulted ing 
accuracy. 


‘Converted 375 mould as in article. Square base bullets compared with be 
base Lyman 311410. 
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Part 1 


The survivor’s responsibility is to 
turn from whence he came in 
od physical and mental condition. 
continuing, successful adapt- 
ion to a constantly changing 
vironment is what [ consider to 
the definition of survival. 


There are several factors which 
fect an individual in a survival 
ituation, but at the outset of the 
ituation they are neutral. The 
ituation and man’s abilities, needs, 
d attitudes make the factors 
iendly or harsh. Adequate pre- 
ration for anticipated survival 
petiences and good survival train- 
g will provide knowledge, skills, 
id attitudes which will enable you 
interact with the factors in such 
way that you would be able to 
turn from whence you came. 


Climatic elements and terrain are 
lways present in one way or 
other. Thirst can very quickly 
come a serious factor. Hunger 
ost certainly will become a factor 
an extended survival situation, 
id distance is always a factor even 
the simplest of emergency 
tuations. Knowledge, skills, and 
titudes are tools for interacting 
ith the survival factors. 
For dealing with these factors 


— by Michael B. Valyo, Il — 
NY.,,USA. 


THE WILL TO SURVIVE 


which are of himself or within him- 
self, a survivor must be able to 
maintain his will to survive and 
control the psychological aspects of 
his present circumstances. He must 
be his own doctor; he must be able 
to prevent sickness and injury. 

Clothing, equipment, and shelter 
are his tools for dealing with 
climatic elements and terrain. The 
survivor must be able to locate and 
obtain water or a water substitute 
to overcome thirst. A survivor 
must be able to identify and locate, 
then procure, plant and animal 
foods as his tools for dealing with 
hunger. 

The tools for overcoming 
distance are, first of all, travel, most 
probably on foot; second, com- 
munications, and third, recovery, 
which may be provided by others 
but usually requires co-operation 
from the survivor, 

The tools for survival are furn- 
ished by you, and by the natural 
environment, and from training you 
receive by reading books, or any 
instruction you receive and your 
own ingenuity. But tools and train- 
ing are not enough, none is effective 
without the will to survive. 

In fact, the records prove that 
will alone has often been the only 
deciding factor in many survival 


UIDE TO 
URVIVAL 


case histories. While these histories 
are not held up as classroom 
examples of how to survive, they 
do show that stubborn, strong will- 
power can conquer many obstacles. 


One man, stranded without food 
or water on a vast stretch of an 
American desert for eight days, 
travelled 150 miles with daytime 
temperatures as high as 120°F, 
The lack of water caused him to 
lose twenty-five percent of his 
total bddy weight (a ten percent 
loss is often fatal), because of dehy- 
dration. He had crawled the last 
eight miles completely naked, and 
the doctors found his blood to be 
so thick that the lacerations he 
suffered did not bleed until he had 
gotten a large amount of water into 
his system. He had done nothing 
right, had no survival training, but 
he wanted to survive and he did 
survive, through nothing but will- 
power. 

When you find yourself in a 
survival situation, there are several 
facts which you should remember. 
One fact is this, the obstacles you 
have to overcome aren’t so much 
natural ones as they are mental 
Wherever you may be, re- 
member that other people have 
gone there intentionally, and that 
some people have chosen to live 
there. With varying degrees of 
effort, these people have adjusted 
to the demands of the environment. 

cont. page 5S 


ones. 
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MILITARY WEAPONS 


— by Chris French — 


You've probably all read articles on military weapons before, and as this is my first article please de 
groan and turn to the next page as | promise to be brief, so read on. 

In this article | intend to try and deal with the suitability of converting military weapons to sporting 
I'll deal with 5 specific types, the 98 Mauser, the Enfield, the Lee-Enfield, the Arisaka and the Carcano. 





THE 1898 MAUSER 


Invented by Paul Mauser, the 98 
is the most common and versatile 
action ever made, in its standard 
form it will handle cartridges such 
as .243, 244, 6mm Remington, 257, 
7mm Mauser, .284, .308, 8mm, 
.358 and varied wildcat cartridges 
based on these cases. 

Its great strength comes from its 
dual forward locking lugs and rear 


satety lug, and 1s probably the best 
possible choice for rebarelling if 
you don't like its original 8mm 
calibre. 

By lengthening the magazine and 
altering the loading ramp, it'll 
effectively handle most cases of 
30-06 or 270 length and if you feel 
like altering the extractor hook and 
opening the bolt face recess, it will 
handle short belted Magnum cart- 
ridges like the 264 or 458 





The Enfield in its original P14 
form is a hybrid rifle, being a cross 
between the Mauser type action 
and the Lee-Enfield which used the 
rimmed .303 cartridge. First con- 
ceived and ordered by the British in 
1913, it was later converted in the 
U.S.A. to their 30-06 rimless cart- 
tidge and produced by Remington, 
Eddystone and Winchester. 

The most outstanding feature of 
this action are the rear sight ears 
that guard the receiver mounted 
battle sights. These ears can be 
ground or machined off to mount a 
scope if so desired, but | believe a 
scope can be mounted on the 
action as issued. 

The Enfield has a long Mauser 
type extractor, dual forward lock- 
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ing lugs and twin gas escape holes. 
Another unusual feature is the dog 
leg style bolt handle, which locks 
securely down into the side of the 
action in what is virtually a safety 
lug. 

In its standard form the Enfield 
action will handle shells such as the 
6mm/06, 25/06, 6.5/06, .270, .280, 
30/06, 6mm, 257, 6.5 x 57, 7 x 
57mm, 8 x 57mm, 9 x 57mm. If 
you wish to enlarge the bolt face 
recess it will handle the .264, 7mm, 
300, .338 and .458, you also have 
to shorten the extractor hook for 
these types. 


RECEIVER SPECIFICATIONS 
Weight 8 OZ. 
Length 8.875" 


1,385" 
8.00" 


Receiver ring dia. 
Guard screw spacing 





98 MAUSER ACTION 
SPECIFICATIONS 
Weight 
Length 
Receiver ring dia. 
Bolt body dia, 
Bolt travel 
Striker travel 
Guard screw spacing 
Bolt Face Recess 
Depth 
Diameter 
Magazine Well Opening 
Front 
Rear 
Length 


M17 SPECIFICATIONS 
Bolt body dia. G 
Bolt face depth 2 
Bolt face dia, 4 
Bolt travel 4 
Striker travel P 
Magazine length 3.4 
Rear width 
Front width aS 

P14 SPECIFICATIONS 
Bolt face depth 7 


Bolt dia. P 

Magazine length 3 
Receiver well length 34 
Front width 5 
Rear width § 


The enfield is a smooth wa 
strong action and is well suite 
@ sporter either in its sta 
calibre or converted to a spa 
calibre. 





Lock Stock & Barrel, June - July 1982 





















the exception of the MK5 jungle 
hand, the Lee Enfield is undoubt- carbines, are relatively inexpensive 
edly the fastest and smoothest and completely suitable for conver- 
The famed Lee Enfield rifle that working action ever produced for sion to sporters, The jungle 
as carried the British Common- military purposes. The first SMLE carbines make good sporters as 
th to victory for the last 88 (short magazine Lee Enfield) was jssued and at $190 to $400 a go 
ars is probably the most common introduced on the 11th November who wants to cut one up? 

jlitary weapon at large in this 1895, and the rifle was_finally ACTION SPECIFICATIONS 
auntry today. |t differs from taken out of service in 1957, being Length 7.50" 
Ost other actions by having rear superceeded by the L1A1 and the Weight 

icking lugs and no safety lug as SLR. No. 1 49 oz. 
ich. The bolt head is separate The Lee Enfield has been re- No, 4 52 oz, 
om the body and screws in. The barreled for the 308, 30/40 Krag, Receiver Ring Diameter 

tractor is spring loaded and 45/70 and 444 Marlin cartridges, No. 1 1.270" 
essed into the bolt head. but is most suitable for the 303/22, No.4 1,305" 
The action is thinner in the walls 303/243, 303/250, 303/270, 303 Bolt body dia. 580" 
an most and is inclined to flex Sporter or Super brands and the Bolt travel 3.575" 
Bore than others. On the other 303/350. The Lee Enfields, with Striker travel Sa 














THE TYPE 38 JAPANESE 
ARISAKA RIFLE 















ACTION SPECIFICATIONS 


| won't go into details on either The Arisaka can be successfully Weight 48 oz. 
ie Arisaka or the Carcano except rebarelled to cartridges such as the Length 4.73" 
© list the possible conversions for 257 Roberts, 22/250, 225 Win- Receiver ring dia. 1.335" 
these rifles as neither are very chester, 243, Gmm, 250 Savage Bolt body dia. 700" 
opular as sporters. 257 Roberts, 284, 300 Savage, 308 Bolt travel 4.415" 
The Arisaka is essentially a copy and 358. Striker travel 5.60" 
# the German Mauser, though Sanders Custom Gun Service, Guard screw spacing 6.93” 


rangely enough at the end of the 2358 Tyler Lane, Louisville, Magazine length 3.120" 
ar the Arisaka action was proven Kentucky 40205, United States of Magazine width 600" 
American Ordanace to be the America, are making and supplying Bolt face dia, .495"" 
‘ongest of all military bolt action threaded barrels for the Arisaka in Bolt face recess 055" 
les. many popular calibres. 
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This is the least desirable of 
weapons to convert, the action is a 
cross between the Mauser bolt and 


the Mannlicher magazine clip 
system, ' ' 
To rechamber this rifle you 


would have to find a cartridge to 
fit in the magazine clip, you can’t 
use a necked down Italian cartridge 
as they can’t be reloaded. The 
action is tight and clumsy to 
Operate and it has one of the 
clumsiest push and rotate safeties 


STREAMLINING A SURPLUS 
RIFLE 


There are many ways to stream- 
line a military rifle, undoubtedly 
the easiest is to discard the military 
stock and buy a sporter stock, 
ready made, But if you are like me 
and the great Australian dollar is 
something you only hear about, 
you can successfully do it yourself. 


We'll work on the SMLE here, as 
it's probably the commonest 
available. 


For making the comb, take a 
piece of timber 12" long and 1%" 
square, and cut a female dovetail 
the full length up the centre. Then 
cut the top of the military stock, 
making sure you leave a strip of 
timber protruding up the centre, 
the correct dimensions to form the 
male piece of the dovetail. (The 
dovetail dimensions can be left to 
personal preference). Next drive 
the timber onto the stock and 
shape the comb according to 
personal requirements. 

For the pistol grip, cut out a 
piece of timber %’’ back from the 
receiver, % in, back to about a 
third of the way down the stock. 
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ITALIAN MANNLICHER 
CARCANO 


ever invented, The fixed back sight 
on the type 38 short rifle has got 
to be the greatest joke ever played 
on the armed forces of any country 
in the world, it is supposed to be 
set for 300 yards. It has been my 
sad experience to find that you 
would be lucky to scare a beer can 
at 30 yards, let alone an enemy 
soldier at 300. (This comes under 
the heading of super optomistic). 

The only advice worthwhile on 
converting this rifle to a sporter is 
don’t. 


Remove the piece and smooth out 
the area. Now take a piece of 
timber 1%" square and the correct 
length and draw and cut out the 
shape of the pistol grip, glue or 
screw this into the prepared space 
and allow to dry. Shape off the 
pistol grip and sand down the butt. 

The forend can be cut and 
shaped to any design you wish. To 
finish | recommend Birchwood 
Casey True Oil which gives a high 
tough lustre if used as the instruct- 
ions specify. 

To strip the weapon remove the 
nose cap, upper and lower barrel 
bands and handguards, Take out 
the trigger guard screws and pull 
the forearm down away froin the 
action. To remove the butt plate 
insert a long screwdriver and un- 
screw the butt from the receiver. 
Assembly is a reversal of this 
procedure. 

Once the butt is finished you can 
add recojl pads, trigger shoes and 
other accessories. 


WHERE TO PURCHASE 
Many stores stock some military 
weapons but the most compre- 
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ACTION SPECIFICATIONS 
Weight 4 
Length 

Receiver ring diameter 
Bolt body diameter 
Bolt travel 

Bolt face recess 







Magazine length 
Magazine width 


Sporterising Suggestions: 

Apart from don’t, try painti 
green and throwing it in the 
grass — with any luck you'll Ie 
it. 


hensive selection has to be at 
Armoury, 117 York Street, Syd 
Phone 02 29 5668. They can sup 
good sound advice free and ex 
lent weapons at very reasone 
rates. 


In Queensland try Robin: 
Shaws in Brisbane for a good ram 
and reasonable rates. 


My own personal choice fo 
cheap military conversion is 
P14 Enfield in the original cali 
(.303). Take the rifle and cut 
forend back to 19'', recess 
lower barrel band back till you 
about %"’ of timber in front of 
and discard the forward barrel ba 
and handguard. Then have 
barrel taken back to 18'' and # 
No. 5 Jungle carbine flash hid 
Polish and re-blue the action 2 
finish the stock with eight coats. 
true oil and you come out with 
short, light, military style hunt 
rifle of good power and accu: 
for about $115, 


Try it yourself, you’l| 
surprised what you can do, 
Good shooting. e 


ow I’ve never been much of a 
fowler, not from a lack of 
e as much as lack of opport- 
. So when the chance came I 
pleased to take it, Elmer teed it 


and I borrowed his double 12 
Flintlock. However I digress, we’d camp 


on a level patch of ground in a light 

covering of dry snow and soi 

erected the yurt or tent and dec! 

ing to effect a huge pincer move 

ment we proceeded separately to : 

scramble over the crags, screes and being seem 
pinnacles that made up the le} But 
Mf course I never could figure Columbia river basin water fowl lo, there on a small patch of water 


prefer flint and steel, going 
¢ with John Holt of Tottenham 
asserted, back in the early days 
percussion guns, that flint and 
el and good staight powder were 

and good staight pow 

e true sportsman needed. 


how he managed without shot, habitat. kept free by a spring sat a dozen or 
he did have the right idea in Evidently, my ideas of long so rather unobservant ducks (at 20 
ie ways, and I tend to view the waders and reeds and so forth didn’t below in the shade maybe they 
uussion cap along with pin and apply here, cramponsand carabiners were past caring!). 

al fire as he did, “I’m not sure seemed more appropriate. Descend- I grabbed my partner, young 
catch on!” ing a scree from a fey ridge that Joey Elmers lad, and indicated the 


had promised a likely flight line, it cont. page 52 


orthern Pintail (Drake). 
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|f your firearms shoot well with 
unsized projectiles and you don’t 
fire all that many shots per year, 
the first method is as good as any 
and certainly the cheapest. 

| feel sure that most cast bullets 
in Australia would be made for 
pistols and revolvers. Handguns 
demand much practice if any 






varying dimensions until the * 
One is discovered, 

Among the better known bm 
of lubri-sizing machines availa 
RCBS ($87), Lyman ($72), SE 
($100) and the Australian Light 
which works as an attachment 
Super Simplex reloading 
These lubrisizers all work oF 

















same principle, when the oper 
handle is moved.‘down (up of 
Lightning), a top>punch pushes 
bullet into the dié where upon 
Under pressure, is forced in 
grease grooves. On the upstra 













— by Ron Petersen — punch which fits inside the s 
die forces the bullet up to the 
of the die. 

The lubricator and resizer 
factured by the Star Machine 
of San Diego, California, work 
an adaption of this idea. The 
no punch inside the die and b 
pushed down by a top punch, 
forced out of the bottom of 
sizing die by the following bu 
The grease container is press. 
by means of a compression sp 


degree of skill is to be obtained and 
retained. It is common for serious 
competition shooters to fire in 
excess of 5000 rounds per year. 

Most firearms deliver their 
best accuracy when their projectiles 
are sized to a certain diameter. 
Finding out what this diameter is, 
is time well spent, but the process 
can be expensive. The expense 
comes from buying sizing dies of 














It has been estimated that 
between two million and five 
tnillion projectiles are cast each day 
{throughout the world by automatic 
bullet casting machines. it would 
be difficult to determine how many 
@re cast by hand-held moulds. 

One factor, however, is known. 
Most of these cast bullets need to 
be lubricated before they can be 
used satisfactorily. 

Methods of applying bullet lube 
include: wiping it on with one’s 
fingers, standing the bullets on their 
bases and then pouring molten |ube 
into their container, using lubri- 
sizing machines, and dipping them 
by the dozens in one of the modern 
‘dry’ lubricants 

84 


Forty doliars on the left and twenty dollars on the right. Lube holes can 
blocked off if required. Not visible is excellent exterior finish and tape! 
lead-in for the projectile, Dies are hardened. 
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pump forces lube into the 
eis grease grooves. This pump 
uated by the final down move- 
t of the operating handle. 
These features all contribute to 
rapid operation, and | was 
prised by how quickly a large 
ber of cast bullets can. be 
ed. Thecatch?... 
29.00 for the machine equipped 

one top punch and one 
ing die. Extra punches are 
while 


Now that the only disadvantage 









e Star has been discussed, let 
ee what one receives for that 


Rugged and work- 
bike, The base casting is alloy. 
grease reservoir and some other 
fs are painted dark blue, others 
blued, but some steel parts are 


ine up grease holes 





die with grease 


grooves in bullet as 





hown and measure 


is dimension to ob- 






"a in measurement 
or adjusting bullet 
nch to line up 


rease grooves. 















the price—* 























ow it should be done - | found it quicker to “'try and see". 
=e 


untreated and bore light traces of 
rust. The overall impression though, 
was of quality engineering. 

Setting it up: No mounting bolts 
or screws were supplied. There are 
three mounting holes in the base 
casting. To fill the grease reservoir, 
follow the instructions. Undo the 
knurled pressure screw nut by hand. 
Up end the pressure screw. A 
threaded hole in the top screws on 
to the pressure screw piston rod 
which is still in the grease reservoir. 


. By pulling upwards and rotating, 


the pressure spring with washer 


attached is removed. The washer is 
made Of a material called Hycar and 
is easily replaced if the need arises. 

The grease reservoir is filled to 
the relief hole in its side, and the 
spring assembly replaced.. The 
pressure screw handle threads in at 
the top of the pressure screw, The 
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thread on this handle is tapered and. 
locks up tightly even by hand, 

| had recently snapped the alloy 
operating handle on a Saeco sizer, 
and was pleased to note the steel 
handle on the Star. This handle is 
held in place by a clever method. A 
%" AF High Tensile bolt is located 
in the end of the crank shaft 
assembly, but does not act as a set 
screw to retain the handle. The. 
crank shaft at the bolt end is 
actually inside a sliding collar, 
When the bolt is tightened, the 
contra movement of the shaft and 
the collar causes the handle to be 
pinched most securely, The handle 
has a wooden grip devoid of paint 
or finish. The handle is limited in 
its upward stroke by the fulcrum 
lever contacting a flat in the crank 
shaft. assembly. The down move- 
ment is halted by the full comp- 
pression of the pump spring. 

Thoughtful ideas abound on this 
machine. Oil holes are provided in 
the crank shaft assembly and in the 
bearing containing the push rod 
which moves the pump plunger, 

When ordering a die and bullet 
punch, the makers desire a sample 
bullet or a mould number with the 
order. This ensures that the grease 
holes in the die line up with the 
grease grooves in the bullet, and the 
bullet punch matches the contour 
of the bullet nose. My luck was in. 
The holes in the 0.358 die supplied 
matched the grease grooves in the 
Saeco Bevel Base wadcutter | 
wished to lubricate and size. The 
punch was a good nose fit as well, 

| lubricated the outside of the 
sizing die and the inside of the 
housing with Triflon. Even so, the 
die was a tight fit to insert. It was 
pushed in with the help of the 
knurled nut from the die extractor 
kit. This nut screws into the bullet 
top punch hole. 

There would be no chance of 
leakage around the sides of the die, 
but | was apprehensive about taking 
it out again. The die is secured by 
means of a set screw. 

{f one wishes to fil! only certain 
grease grooves, the corresponding 
holes in the die can be blocked off 
with the lead shot supplied with the 
die. The instructions state these 
can be removed by drilling out witF 
a drill no larger than 0.82". 
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Close up view of the /ube pump and sizing die. The larger screw is an 
inspection hole; smaller scew retains the sizing die. 


The top punch was then screwed 
in. The depth of the punch in the 
die had previously been determined 
as per the instructions. 

Binding between the punch and 
the sizing die was experienced when 
the handle was lowered. This bind- 
ing was easily removed by following 
the instructions. The bullet punch 
has a diameter of 0.3565", which, 
when passing through a 0.358'’ 
hole, would be called a close fit. 

The Moment of Truth was near. 
First the lube had to be moved into 
the sizing die. The brass inspection 
plug on the left hand side was 
unscrewed and the pressure screw 
was tightened until lubricant 
showed at the inspection hole. The 
plug was replaced and the pressure 
screw turned a further four turns. 
All as per operating instructions. 

The bullets are inserted base first. 
Now one sees why dies cost $40.00 
each, They have enlarged 
entrance holes and approximately 
three-quarters of the bullet enters 
the die before resistance is felt 
This means there is little chance of 
the projectile entering the die 
crookedly, and thus being distorted 
in the sizing process. 

%e 
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A push down, and nothing! 
In with number two, push, and out 
fell number one — sized but no 
lubricant. 

In with a third — sized, and there 
was lube in the bottom two grooves. 
A half-dozen more came out like- 
wise except there were strings of 
lube on the bases of the bullets. 


DISCOVER TRIFLON 


A MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL erect Ul IN FIREAS 
MAINTENAN 


The design of the Star sizing: 
prevents this happening, Note ® 
this wad cutter has been defo 
by sizing. The projectile enteree 
die crookedly, 

Obviously | had erred in the 
of the bullet punch, 

| reasoned thus — if the lum 
in the second and bottom @ 
and in the base, but not in @ 
groove — the punch wa 
screwed down far enough, 

! screwed it down 2 milf 
and tried again. All three g 
were filled but not complezs 
didn’t expect success from th 
because of air pockets in the 
itself and perhaps in the greass 
The pressure screw was tigi 
four more turns (quite easily) 
tried again. Disaster! . . lube 
the base, in the crimping 
and in the cavity of the 









































TRI-FLON |s 2 total gun maintenance tool —a bore cleaner, 4 lub! 
2nd 2 metal protector, It eliminates mosi gun failures that are cause 
dally ‘oparation of moving parts — triggers, safeties, electors, 


sles tha wark ie tiny “bearings penetting righ, olerance ir 
mechanisms canal Hoe jamming and misfiring 








P.O. Box 320 West End @4101 


fal ig cara 100%, of all! 
taminates re 













ch. | decided to remove the die 
m the machine and start from 
ich. 
ly apprehensions about remov- 
the sizing die were unfounded, 
using the three piece die 
ractor kit, as per instructions, it 
effortlessly taken out. The 
ve around the middle of the die 
packed with a lube of different 
four to that of the Saeco Lube | 
put in. | could4-only assume it 
been placed in the Star by the 
kers, perhaps to test the outfit. 
} reread the directions and re- 
sured, this time using callipers 
a measuring — stick. 
All three grooves were 
The crimping groove was 
However, lube was still 
the bevel base. 

When bevel base bullets are sized 
down in a conventional up 
m sizer it's impossible to 
ent lube from filling up the 
al, | had thought, however, that 
with its lube pump, would 
ible one to lube projectiles with 
evel base successfully. 


Measurements were rechecked — 


























Results were worse. 
re lube on the base and any pro- 
tile that was left in the die fora 
minutes came out with lube on 
nose as well. This made me 
pect that there was a leak some- 
ere ‘in the internals. The bullet 
nch was removed and the bullet 
ining. in the sizing die was 
hed out with the shot rod. Sure 
ugh, thin ribbons of lube were 
ing out of the sizer die by them- 























es. 
One last hope — perhaps | had 
much pressure on the lubricant. 
backed off the pressure screw, 
aned out the sizing die with a 
llet and watched. No ribbons. 
kept increasing the pressure on 
lube whilst forcing bullets 
After two turns of the 
AE success! All 
oves filled completely and no 
be around the bevel base or in the 
imping groove. 
lt would seem as though the four 
ditional turns given to the 
‘essure screw were not warranted. 
Normally lubing and sizing 1000 
‘ojectiles is a task | don't really 
joy. The Star, however, is magic. 


They're a dear machine, but they're 
excellent. 

The projectiles after sizing miked 
0.358" and were round. 

A 0.313” die was tested next. | 
decided to do what | suspect most 
users would do — disregard the 
instructions and set it up by trial 
and error. At the first attempt the 
top two grooves were filled. 

When the bullet punch was 
screwed down to what was con- 
sidered to be the correct amount, 
the bottom and middle grooves 
were filled. By screwing the punch 
up -half that amount, all three 
grooves were filled. 

The hit and miss method took 
me about one-tenth of the time 
taken for setting up the .358” die. 
Perhaps | was lucky. 

ee 





saat 


This .313” die had been manu- 
factured to suit a Hensley & Gibbs 
mould and the lube holes in the 
die did not match the bullet 
grooves in the NEI cast bullets | 
was using. 

All three grooves, however, were 
well filled. The sized projectiles 
were exactly 0.313’, and were 
round. The bullet punch measured 
0:311." 
I liked: 
price. 

But, having used one, | wouldn't 
be without the Star Lubricator and 
Sizer screwed to the bench. The 
only attachment it needs is some- 
thing to catch the sized and 


Everything — except the 


lubricated projectiles as they exit 
from the machine. 


ee cis 
The die extractor kit. The short punch removes the projectile left in the die. 
The long one is used to extract the sizing die. 
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Firearm 


A Brief History 


In June 1953, there was introduced into Victoria a system 
under which no person could continue to possess or to 
purchase or carry a rifle (other than .22 rimfire rifle) without a 
firearm certificate for that particular rifle. The effect of this 
was that the formalities of obtaining a rifle became generally 
similar to those applying to a pistol, except that the firearm 
certificate for the rifle did not have to be renewed each year. 

One of the factors leading up to the agitation for controls 
was the scarcity, during the immediate post-war period, of new 
.22 R.F. rifles and ammunition, and the ready availability, ata 
very low cost, of military disposal .303 rifles and ammunition. 
Shooters were using .303 rifles on rabbits and for “*plinking” 
in areas close to habitation, where their loud report worried 
farmers and others, and their range and penetration made 
them unsuitable in the circumstances. 

The legislation was unsuccessfully opposed by various 
interested persons, who saw the danger of unreasonable 
restrictions being imposed on firearm owners by the Police, 

The new controls on firearms, however, failed to protect 
the land-owners. Farmers still complained that their 
properties were plagued by uninvited shooters, using mostly 
pea-rifles and shotguns as these again became readily available, 
and it was not until the Police Offences (Trespass to Farms) 
Act 1956 came into force that the position improved. This 
Act enabled the police to seize firearms from, and take action 
against anyone shooting without the consent of the occupier, 
‘on or across land used for primary production. 

It seems probable that the abovementioned law, which 
made trespass on a farm when in possession of a firearm a 
matter for police prosecution rather than civil action, removed 
any justification for the controls on rifles but no action was 
taken to abandon such controls. * 

As time went on it became apparent that the fears of those 
who opposed the registration of rifles were well founded. It 
became difficult, in some Police Districts virtually impossible, 
to obtain police permission to own a centre-fire rifle. How 
many persons were deliberately discouraged from proceeding 
with their proposals to obtain a centre-fire rifle or were given 
outright refusals will never be known, because many persons, 
fearful of the police and lacking the money and fighting spirit 
to exercise their right of appeal, accepted the position. 

However, those connected with shooting and collecting 
organisations heard frequently of cases of persons being simply 
told that they would not get a permit to buy a centre-fire rifle 
because they did not “need” it. Cases were reported of 
persons being harrassed, embarrassed, and treated as though 
they were “oddities” and as though it were a crime to even 
desire to own a centre-fire rifle. 

Another tactic sometimes used was to make quite a “fuss’” 
of an application for a firearm certificate. One professional 
man in his late 30’s who applied for a firearm certificate for a 
.32,20 rifle had two policeman in a police car visit his home to 
enquire about this person who wanted to buy a high-powered 
rifle and whether he boarded there or what. (He owned the 
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— by Ted Clarke — 
Secretary — Victorian 
Firearm Owners Committee 


house). This visit of course was embarrassing to his 
especially as a neighbour was present. 

There was another case of a person who already had fi 
certificates for two or three centre-fire rifles and sou 
further rifle. The Police simply phoned his house and t 
schoolgirl daughter, “Tell so-and-so he can’t have that ri 
applied for”. The effect of these tactics on persons desiri 
purchase a rifle and on anyone who heard about the case 
no elaboration. They had the effect of creating diffi 
between an applicant for a firearm certificate and his wife 
family. Unless he were a fighter, with money to spare, he 
his enthusiasm to obtain a rifle. 

The law required that an applicant for a firearm certii 
had to set out on the application form particulars of all 
already owned. Some police officers would infor 
applicant for a firearm certificate for an additional rifle 
provided he disposed of a rifle he already owned, a certi 
for the one he desired to buy would be issued. Then, w! 
had disposed of one rifle, he would be told, “We’ve chi 
our minds,” and he would not get the firearm certil 
applied for. So, instead of having one more rifle, he has 
less. 

There was also a case involving a person who owned a 
rifle and wanted to own a .243 rifle as well. He was told, 
Chief Inspector well known for his anti-firearm outlook, 
if he sold the .270 he could have a firearm certificate for 
.243. He interpreted this as a refusal of his application 
took the matter to Court. The Magistrate ordered that 
firearm certificate for the .243 be issued, commenting 
did so that there was no law which restricted the numb: 
guns a persons could own. The Chief Inspector had 
alternative but to issue a firearm certificate for the .243, 
he cancelled the certificate for the .270, which meant 
had to be disposed of. The shooter appealed to the 
against the cancellation and the Magistrate, with 
criticism of the police performance, restored the .270. 
significant that almost every appeal case which has co1 
the knowledge of the shooting and collecting organisat 
was successful. However, not everyone had the money 
determination to appeal to a court. 

There was another case of a person, a professional 
his early 40°s who was just starting off as a collector, wha 
refused firearm certificates for a Martini-Henry and two 
old single shot rifles. He appealed to the local court, 
Magistrate ordered that certificates, free of any restriction 
issued. Some months later he applied for firearm certifi 
to purchase several more old single shot rifles. Once again 
police created difficulties, so he instructed his solicitor te 
appeal proceedings. The police sought a settlement 
court, and after some haggling over the inclusion in the 
ificates of conditions restricting the use of the rifles. 
certificates sought were issued. But if the police had had 
way, he would never have become a collector. 

Actually, very few cases ended up in court. Apart 






























































Victoria 


or three extremists (involved in the cases mentioned 

.) police officers preferred not to let the matter go to 

True, they might refuse 2 firearm certificate if they 

ht that they could get away with it, but when they 

ed that they were dealing with an applicant who was 

ed to go to Court, he invariably got his rifle or rifles, 

ugh there might have been some bargaining over con- 

ns on the certificate. The unfortunate part of the law was 

it discriminated against the young, the less wealthy, the 

Australian, the less influential or well educated, and those 

ordinary citizens who dread dealing with police and 

Ss. 

‘ases are known to have been settled by a member of 
ment making representations on behalf of the applicant. 

of course required that the Member was sufficiently 

sted in his constituent, not anti-firearm and knew some- 

about firearms and the law relating thereto. 

is not true to say that all police officers were anti- 

‘m or meted out shabby treatment to applicants. Many 

wrged their duties in a reasonable and proper manner. 

ever, the Chief Commissioner of Police in the 1950's had 

. prior to his appointment, a senior police officer in 

land and he apparently brought with him the English 

ude of restricting the number of firearms in the hands of 
community. His senior officers, perhaps unconsciously, 
ied to reflect his views. 

he power to issue firearm certificates was delegated only 

uperintendants, Chief Inspectors and Inspectors. When a 
intendant or Chief Inspector with an anti-firearm out- 
& came into a Police District all applicants for firearm cert- 
tes were in for trouble and even if the Sergeants and other 
s were sympathetic towards the applicant, they were 
ant to give him any help. There is a case of a senior 
table being “ticked off” for telling an applicant for a 
rm certificate that he had a right of appeal against a 
al. 

nother action taken by some police officers was to place a 
on certain calibers, although there was nothing in the Act 
at effect, For some years the .303 rifle was virtually out- 
d, except perhaps for a recognised collector or a farmer, 
jough the same officers might issue permits for .270, 
/270, even 8mm and other calibers more powerful than 
303. 

ome police officers would refuse to issue a firearm cert- 
te for any rifle of a caliber above a certain figure, some- 
s 300. Older Victorian members of the Sporting Shooters 
ciation will recall the case reported in one of their 
lications some years ago of the police officer who refused a 
rm certificate for a .30-06 rifle on the grounds that it was 
ousandths of an inch over .300 calibre! 

There was at least one officer who took the view that no 
‘on “Needed” more than three firearms, 

There was also the case of a shooter and collector who, 
never he applied for an additional rifle, was harrassed by 
police who would look through the list of rifles he already 
and say, “You cannot keep that one, you must get rid of 
‘or “You will have to sell that one. Pll pay you..... "(a 
culously low figure). He stood his ground. But would 
gun-owner do likewise? 





One case of “rubbishing” occurred not long before the reg-, 
istration system was abandoned. It concerned an Ttalian 
migrant (about 40) who sought a firearm certificate for a 
modern rifle, a .222. He was not well received by the police, 
who were most unhelpful to him and demanded to know where 
he would use the rifle, He told them where he normally went 
shooting, on a property owned by a certain farmer, some 250 
kilometers from Melbourne. The police checked up with the 
farmer, who was embarrassed, because he didn’t expect to be 
interrogated by the police just because he let a party of 
Italians, some of whom including the applicant, he did not 
know by name, shoot regularly on his property. The applicant 
was embarrassed, too, when the police told him that the 
farmer did not know him. 

By this time the applicant had had enough. He did not 
know much about the Victorian Firearms Act, but didn’t 
think it was intended to be administered this way. He had a 
successful business and his acquaintances included executives 
of shooting organisations and a Member of Parliament, a 
Minister. With the guidance of the former, he send a strongly- 
worded letter to the latter and arranged to see his Solicitor to 
institute appeal proceedings. Within a few days he had his 
firearm certificate, with apologies, However, not every Italian 
migrant would have been willing or able to fight for his rights 
in this way. 

In another case a man (aged about 30) with an interest in 
lever action Winchesters applied for a permit for one in 32.20 
calibre. He already had firearm certificates, obtained without 
any problems, for 3 rifles. He was told by an Inspector at 
District Headquarters that he would not get the certificate 
sought because “It has been decided to limit the number of 
firearms in this District’. However, he was also told that if he 
disposed of one he already owned that would improve his 
chances of getting the 32.20, He was unwilling to dispose of 
any of the rifles he already owned, and a stalemate resulted. 
Eventually, intervention by a shooting organisation, together 
with the certainty of an appeal being made, successfully 
settled the matter. 

it sometimes happened that the person desiring to obtain a 
firearm certificate was “persuaded” to abandon the idea by 
the police by being unwilling to supply him with the form 
necessary for the making of a valid application or by telling 
him that he was just wasting his time and that of the police by 
making an application, as it would only be refused. It was 
most unusual for refusals to be given in writing, and in fact the 
law did not provide that the police had to give a refusal in 
writing nor did it provide that a decision on an application had 
to be made within a particular time. 

Most refusals of firearm certificates were made on the 
grounds of there being no “good reason” why the applicant 
should have a firearm or that he did not “need it”, One person 
when discussing withpolice the question of obtaining certificates 
for several old rifles (collection pieces) stated that he seldom 
used the 303 which he already had. He was at once putunder 
pressure to surrender his firearm certificate and dispose of the 
(303 as a condition of obtaining the old rifles since the police 
said, “You have admitted that you do not need the 303”. 

One senior police officer with a reputation for being 
extremely anti-firearm had a list of questions which (he 
admitted to an executive of one of the firearm owner's 
organisations) were designed to “trap” an applicant, to make 
him lose interest in a rifle altogether, or to settle for a .22 
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timfire (which did not need a firearm certificate anyhow). 
Some of these were:— 

Does he understand the action of the rifle? 

Where will the rifle be kept? 

Will not a .22 or a shotgun do the shooting he wishes to do? 

What are his drinking habbits and who are his associates? 

Is he in good health and does he have good eyesight? 

Can he state the range of the rifle? 

Ts he an Australian by birth? 

Does he know the law on firearms? 

Does he know the law on game? 

There were about a dozen questions altogether and 
admittedly some of them were reasonable enough, but an 
unguarded answer or any apparent contradiction between the 
answers would give him the desired justification for refusing 
the application and for telling the applicant that, on the 
answers given, his chances of a successful appeal were not good. 
One shooter who had dealings with him (and not every shooter 
would relish a lengthy interview with a senior Inspector of 
Police) found him most courteous, but his approach was that 
of a psychiatrist talking to a disturbed mental patient — 
“Now come in and tell me all about why you need this gun”. 
In general, the position regarding the purchase of centrefire 

rifles over these years was that provisions were in force that no 
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person, unless very well known, could decide to purg 
rifle and be sure of getting it without trouble. A 
occupant of a senior position at District Headquarter 
change an anticipated “yes” to a “no”, 

Another aspect of the legislation which created u 
factory and sometimes ridiculous situations was th 
Authorised Officer of Police could include on a fiream 
ificate any condition he saw fit. Thus we get the 
.32.20 rifle which could not be fired in Victoria and 
caliber rifle which, because of its large caliber, could 
fired within three miles of a house. (The rifle was a = 
loader, and the applicant was questioned for 144 hours 
he got the firearm certificate). Endorsements like “col 
item only”, “not to be carried or fired”, “not to be 
firearm” were sometimes put on certificates. In some @ 
these restrictions caused no hardship, in other cased 
severely limited the pleasure which the owner should 
obtained from his ownership of the rifle. 

By asking any experienced Victorian gun dealer, coll 
or executive of a shooting organisation to relate his & 
iences, the above list could be extended ad infinitur 
indicated, few cases got to the Court and as the matter 
within the jurisdiction of a Court of Petty Sessions (now 
a “Magistrate's Court”) where cases are not reported is 
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@ manner as cases in the higher courts. However. in the 
wn cases the courts took the view that as long as a person 
“good reason” for wanting a firearm, and was not disqual- 
d from ownership thereof by a criminal record or mental 
ss, he was entitled to get that firearm. and there was no 
restriction on the number he could own. The reason 
if had to be “good” in the sense of being lawful, but not 
ssarily important. Collecting was a “good” reason. So 
s shooting, in any form, as long as it was within the law and 
a public danger. It was not a question of having a “need” 
the sense that one would be seriously disadvantaged if he 
not have the rifle, e.g.. be unable to shoot a fox killing 
bs, but rather of a “desire” to own a firearm for a purpose 
ich was in itself “good”. 


It is not surprising that the legislation created extremely 
r relations between the police and many members of the 
lic. Shooters, collectors and persons who desired to own a 
mainly for the pride of possession were most dissatisfied. 
ere were frequent complaints to members of Parliament, 
ports of a number of bad cases of unreasonable refusals 
re supplied to the Chief Secretary and other Members of 
liament. As a result, in 1963-66 the Statute Law Revision 
nmittee of the Parliament of Victoria (12 members drawn 
mm both houses and comprising representatives of the three 
sjor political parties) made several reports on firearms leg- 
ition generally. The Committee took evidence from the 
lice, officers of the Chief Secretary’s Department, repre- 
tatives of the shooting organisations and the Graziers’ 
ciation and in the report made in April 1966, recom- 
ded that not only should the system of Firearm Certificates 
not extended to shotguns and .22 rifles, but that the need 
obtain a firearm certificate for a centre-fire rifle be 
lished, 

The committee also made recommendations on allowing 
et shooting on Sundays and on restrictions on the use of 
nunition using military type projectiles and these were 
moduced by the Firearms (Amendment) Act 1966. This 
it also introduced a Collector's Licence for antique firearms, 
ich removed the need for a Licensed Gun Collector to 
fain a firearm certificate for an antique rifle. Then, under 
Firearms (Amendment) Act 1972, which came into force 
Ist January, 1973, the Shooter's Licence was introduced. 
e, this Act brought shotguns and .22 rimfire rifles under a 
form of control, since anyone other than a farmer shoot- 
on his own property thereafter had to have a Shooter's 
ence in Category “A” and/or “B” before being allowed to 
irchase or possess a shotgun or .22 rimfire rifle, but it 
laced the old and discredited system of individual firearm 
tificates for registration of centirefire rifles, by a Shooter's 
sence, Category “C”. There are special provisions on the 
islation dealing with centirefire rifles and the police are 
ected to screen applicants for Category “C” licenses more 
sely than applicants for Category “A” or “B” licences 
ich are issued virtually as of right to anyone over 18 years 
0 is not a criminal or who had not suffered from a nervous 
akdown or mental disorder, gives a good reason for wanting 
irearm and signs a declaration to that effect. He may own 
many firearms as he likes in a particular category so long as 
has a licence in that particular category, and he is not 
uired to tell the police what firearms (if any) he has. The 
nce fee is $2,00 per year, and the licence may be endorsed 
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to enable the taking of deer, duck or quail, for which endorse- 
ments higher fees are payable. 

The police haye the power to cancel the licence if the 
holder has proved to be irresponsible in the care handling and 
use of a firearm, or shown that he is not of good character, or 
has made a false statement on an application for a shooter's 
licence or is conyicted of an offence which makes him unfit to 
haye the licence. 

The Government set up a Central Firearms Registry as part 
of the Chief Secretary’s Department and staffed by civilians to 
handle the recording and re-issue of shooters licences, 
Licenses are initially issued by the police, They can be issued 
at most police stations, as the power to issue them is widely 
delegated instead of being solely in the hands of senior officers 
located at Police District Headquarters, which was the 
situation with firearm certificates prior to 1973. The Central 
Firearms Registry has developed a system of renewing shooters’ 
licences similar to that operating in respect of motor vehicle 
drivers’ licences, i.e., a new one, which becomes valid upon 
payment of the fee, is automatically forwarded to the shooter 
just before his old licence expires, 


There seems nothing to suggest that the discontinuance of 
individual certificates to purchase and possess centrefire rifles 
resulted in an upsurge of crime or indiscriminate shooting or 
increase in the number of shooting accidents with them. In 
any event, despite the almost fanatical zeal with which many 
police had enforced it, the firearm certificate/registration 
system had been ignored by many persons. Gun dealers and 
collectors who regularly bought and sold firearms estimate 
that only about 50 per cent (some say much less) of centrefire 
rifles in Victoria were actually registered. 

The Statute Law Revision Committee in its reports (see 
Hansard 7th March, 1972, P. 3963) rejected the registration of 
centrefire rifles as totally ineffective in its objective of 
reducing crime involving firearms, The police have admitted 
that it did not solve one crime. 


Its usefulness was limited in any event because of the 
system. If the police found a centirefire rifle at the scene of a 
crime the only hope they had of tracing the owner was to 
check the office copy of every firearm certificate issued (and 
by 1972 the number of certificates issued had reached about 
15,000 — Hansard, 26th March, 1969, P. 3456 and 21st March, 
1972, P. 4275) in the hope of finding a certificate for it. The 
system was never intended to keep a record of firearm owner- 
ship, but to control the ownership of centrefire rifles. 

Of course, as a result of the new legislation the police have 
lost some of their former power over individual shooters, and 
some of them appear to resent this. They can no longer 
impose conditions on the use of centte-fire rifles or attempt to 
restrict the number of firearms a person may own. They can, 
of course, refuse to grant a Category “‘C” licence but, 
especially when one considers the refusals handed out under 
the old system, there have been surprisingly few cases of this. 

Unfortunately, there has recently been a change of attitude 
towards category “C” licences — a few police officers are again 
making it difficult to obtain them. Some police are, and 
always will be, fanatically anti-firearm and would, if they had 
the power, completely or almost completely deprive the 
average citizens of firearms. 
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Although the police now have the work of the initial issuing Constabulary. In his book “Firearms Control” publish 
of shooter’s licences, the amount of expensive police time 1972, the Inspector sets out the results of his rese 
formerly spent in investigation, recording and formalities strongly criticises the’ system which had operated in Vie 
connected with the issuing of firearm certificates (estimated in respect of centrefire rifles and advocates a Shas 
by the Statute Law Revision Committee to be two to three Licence system. His book, controversial in that it condem 
hours per certificate) has been considerably reduced. In add- ineffective and unreasonable the system of registration ne 
ition, the highly-paid time of Superintendents and Inspectors force in England, Western Australia and other places, 
is no longer spent arguing with would-be firearm owners and cause a re-think of many commonly-held notions on fire 
their representatives in cases like those mentioned earlier. control. 

Following the abandonment of the certificate-registration On 19th November 1975, the Chief Secretary stated 
system for centrefire rifles, the work of the issue of firearm there were 234,640 Shooter's Licenses currently in fore 
certificates for pistols is being taken from the various police Victoria. As at March 1982, the figure was 430,000 
District Offices and centralised at Russell Street. New South increase of 83%, Many holders of licenses may not own & 
Wales is also centralising its system of issuing pistol permits. others would own several, but this figure illustrates: 
number of persons who are sufficiently interested in sho 

The Police Associations of various States have recently and gun ownership to take out a licence to own a firea 
attacked the new Victoria and New South Wales laws as being _ firearms. 
too lax and have agitated for the introduction throughout In addition to the holders of Shooter’s Licences, there 
Australia of a system under which police approval would be — many farmers who have Farm Permits (which cover the 
needed to own any firearm. Cynics suspect that this agitation a firearm by a farmer on his own land) and no doubt m 
is motivated by a prohibitionist with a bureaucratic outlook —_ persons possess firearms without having a shooter’s lic 
(a bureaucrat is said to oppose any change except that which Most Victorian gun owners seem happy with the new 
increases his own power) and that the prevention of crime is _islation. So are the shooting and collecting organisat 
being used as a smokescreen, The “liberty of the subject” and —_ particularly those whose members own centre fire rifles, 
the “rights of the individual” are simply not being considered. they are no longer continually involved in representatio 

police officers on behalf of aggrieved would-be gun oy 

It is significant that the top administrators of the Victoria But the price of liberty is eternal vigilance and gun owns 
Police appear to agree with the Shooters’ Licence principle. Victoria, with bitter memories of past injustices, will 
The Chief Commissioner of Police, in an interview on T.V.in vigilant. @ 

January 1975, in reply to a suggestion that tighter controls be 

imposed of firearms, stated that such controls would achieve THE NEW 

no useful purpose, because the police had no trouble with the 

type of person who would register their guns, and because CPM _ PROGRESSIVE 
criminals simply would not register theirs. The Assistant RELOADER 
Commissioner, Crime, (Mr Crowley) is quoted in the Melbourne 

“Herald” on 15th May, 1976 as saying, “The Victorian Fire- 

arms Act is one of the most effective in Australia and it would del iA f 

be difficult to effect much improvement without imposing ¢ THe new mode AALS Teatlires, 
undue hardship on law-abiding citizens. My only complaint is smooth automatic indexing 
that although the statutory penalties are adequate, they are 4 on the down stroke of the 
not regularly enforced,”’ operating handle. 


A senior Sergeant probably summed up the views of many Also available are case 
police when he recently told a representative of one of the feeders and Freeloader auto 
Shooting Organisations that in his opinion all controls on § case tube filling funnels. 
firearms were likely to fail, because a determined person of 
criminal intent would get a gun if he required one, by some § Price for IIA unit $1670 
means or other, controls or no controls. The now-abandoned with case feeder etc as 
system of firearm certificates for centrefire tifles, he felt, wasa )} pictured $1920 which will 
complete farce. Even the shooter's licence was little more § easily load 1000 rounds per 
than a tax, although it did provide some deterrent to the idiot 
type of gun-owner. (Of course, a fee ($2.U0 per year) has to 
be paid for a Shooter's Licence, but the law provides that all Fs ‘ 
fees collected go to the Wildlife Matianonieat Fund, less an Made} 109s still available 
amount, not being more than 15%, which is used to meet priced at $1200, plus $250 
police costs of collecting, etc.) for case feeder etc. which 

in recommending and eventually adopting 2 Shooter's } will load at 600 rounds per 
Licence system as a means of controlling the possession and § hour. 
use of firearms, the Statute law Revision Committee and the 
Victorian Government were breaking new ground. The Malcolm Bone, 
wiscom of their approach is, however, confirmed by research, P.O. Box 90, Gympie, 4570 Phone 071 82316 
in England, by Inspector Colin Greenwood, of West Yorkshire ~ 
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INTRODUCING 
DA—BONDECAPPER 
The First Ever Berdan 
Primer Remover that is 
part of a normal re- 
loading sequence. 

Fits either full length 
or neck sizing dies. 


chased from Brownell’s, Monte- 
zuma, lowa 50171. They are cut 
and threaded so that there are no 
threads in the slot. That way 
there is a full size shank where it 
goes thru the handle. That may 
LOCKING DOWN jake out another bit of play 
MOULD SCREW HANDLES between those parts. 
| have done that to all my 
This pertains to the Lyman and moulds, it is a bit of work but it 
(Ohaus mould blocks. RCBS and pays off when you're casting for 
IN.E.|. blacks aren't too bad in this ours with none of the above 
respect. , troubles holding you up making 
There have been times when | you wonder why you didn’t take 
was casting bullets, everything up golfing, tennis or some other 
running beautiful, metal just right sport, 
















— by Henry Mar — 
S. Dakota, U.S.A. 











































Primers are removed by 
hydraulic water pres- 
sure, using less than a 
‘teaspoon of water. 












Please state brand of 
7/8” x 14 die you wish 
to fit it to, Not avail- 
able for Super Simplex. 
























FRAYED ELECTRIC CORDS 


In our area winter is the time to 


Available now in 
7.62 (.308) and 








block drops in with the bullets. 







The fun is putting the block and }$do all your bullet casting for the} soon in .303, 
screw back as they are a bit warm. §2 coming season. It’s nice to be ina 8 mm, .243, : 
When this happens it has caused }§ snug warm shop casting, so what if) and 6.5 Swedish. 











me to mutter nasty things, some- §? it's snowing and the wind howling 
times out loud. outside. One day | had my 
The cure. Remove the sprues¢SAFCO bottom pour melting ; z 
plate, cold set of blocks naturally. }§ furnace fired up to run out some$ [2 With the first 
(On the front of the blocks eye-§244s, Everything was running as it 100-150 reloads. 
ball the centre of the handle screw }$ should, bullets were coming out? §Price $42.00 
hole and centre punch a mark §¢ beautiful when all of a sudden | JIM DABONDE 

3/16" below the handle slot. On.a}) thought someone struck an arc “C/- Owen Guns 

drill press drill a hole thru to the} behind the furnace. The flashing, §.P.0. Box 346, Gympie 4570. 
handle screw hole with a #19 wire t) arcing light blinded me, it took me 
gauge. Then drill a relief with 821% ‘seconds to realise what 
#10 wire gauge drill leaving 1/4°°?$ happened and pull the plug. never worked right after the burn- 
iof the #19 hole, Tape with a When that fire went out Out so back to SAECO for the 
10/32 tap, clean up any mess and} there was a nice blaze going on in Tight cord and themostat. 

screw in a 10/32 Allan head set § some plastic cabinet drawers right 
screw and you are in business. Of?) behind the furnace. It took me 
course this is done to both blocks. §% another 1% seconds to grab the 
When you assemble the blocks and? fire extinguisher which was only 
run the set screws tight to the} five feet away and give the fire a 
handle screws, they have to stay ine? squirt to put it out. To say the 
place. least, this guy was shook up — but 
On the older Lyman moulds the??good — in the house | go and 
sprue hold down screw lock screw )$ poured me a double shot of 
is a 10/36 slotted screw and they<{?redeye so | could settle down. 
also come loose. | have put in the Here | was stuck with half a pot 
10/32 Allan set screw by putting ¢? of frozen lead, a burned off cord 
it around the corner on the end of }$and a mess on the table from the 
the block, aa fire extinguisher goop, just be 
| replace the original handle ?$cause | had never noticed the 
screws with blank #8 screws pUr- §¢ frayed cord. 

You can bet | went over every 
electric cord in my shop and 
: house. Any that even looked a bit 

B>Sworn was _ replaced. Having 
Ksomething like that happen once 
ina lifetime is enough. 

Replaced the cord with an 
electric iron cord. The themostat 


Patent appl. for. 
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SAWING LEAD BARS 
OR CAKES 
Anyone that's into bullet cast- 
ing is always on the look out for 
scrap lead in any shape or form. 
lf you should happen onto a 
chunk or bar that needs cutting to 
get into the melting pot, do not 
use a cross cut type of saw to cut 
the lead. The teeth ona cross cut 
saw are filed or ground to a point 
‘and don’t cut well in this material. 
A better saw is a rip saw or one 
filed or ground straight across the 
tooth. Use kerosene or diesel fuel 
while cutting to keep the lead 
from filling the teeth. This will 
burn off when the lead is melted. 
Power saws for cutting wood go 
too fast, it’s best to use a hand 
saw unless you can slow .down 
ihe power saw. e 
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— by Malcolm Bone — 








Above, high gloss rosewood pistol grip cap with white inlay. 
Right, the very neat evenly cut checkering - most probably done under the 
controlling hand of a computor. Note also the grain in the walnut buttstock. 
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The unprepossessing 
identification mark of the 
manufacturer appears as if 
engraved on as at after- 

thought. 
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Gas operated semi-automatic and | 
pump action shot guns. aoe | 
Ws (0) 06 OF MO) 6) 7515718) 51 
JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY. 





EXCELLENT BALANCE & POINTABILITY 
WITH THE FEEL OF MORE EXPENSIVE 
EUROPEAN BRANDS. 

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY 

LOW PRICE. 

















KTG 4 shot semi-automatic shot gun with unique patented 
gas operated mechanism and gentle recoil. 


KTG 5 shot pump action shot gun with twin action bars. 


LI) 28” or 30” Ventilated rib barrels, 
full or modified choke. 

Highly grained walnut stocks. 

C1 12 month warranty, 


KTG KOGYO CO. LTD. 
Ibaragi-Ken, Japan 


Distributed throughout Australia by — 
Write to Boustead = ih 
fora free copy of ay 


Nick Harvey's Pr.4 rite 
eee) Australia Limited 




















KTG Field Test & Review. 


PO. Box 148 Ermington, N.S W. 2115. 


Now available from all major gun dealers. 





MHL 2269 
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assault rifle!) 





The empties were consistantly 
thrown about six feet to the right 
and three feet in front of the 
shooter when making a shot with 
the barrel’s muzzle slightly above 
horizontal at the time of firing, 
The KTG handled every type of 
shell, including the all plastic, with- 
out the vaguest hint of a jam. This 
of course is of paramount import- 
ance with any auto but applies 
especially to a field gun where re- 
liability can make the difference 
between the success or failure of a 
hunt. 
The KTG weighed in at 7lb 9oz. 


Length of pull 13%" 
Drop at heel 21" 
Drop at comb 1h" 
Pitch at butt a" 
Pitch at muzzle 1h" 
Trigger pull 6 Ibs. 
Capacity 4—3 in magazine 


with 1 in chamber. 
Test gun supplied by Boustead 
Australia Ltd. e 


Trigger assembly with shell lifter is secured by two spring retained pins. (ala 
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AFTERMAT 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


For those of you with the tenacity of purpose to have read 
tight through my article in Edition 4, “Are W.A. Firearm Laws 
Really that Bad”, the following series of letters will, on their 
own, aptly describe the machinations of what I might, witha 
little indulgence, describe as ‘law enforcement gone mad’. 

Readers may recall the latter part of the article describing 
the problems experienced by Mr Walter Caygill who, after 
three months of hassles and writing letters of protest, did 
finally receive a license for a Remington 788 rifle in .223 cal. 

Mr Caygills protest letter, while not printed here, was 
printed in full in Edition 4, page 42, and this has subsequently 
been answered by Mr I.M. Evans, the W.A. Ombudsman and is 
as follows:— 


16th April, 1982 Our Ref: 8890:G 
Dear Mr Caygill, 

Since writing to you on the 19th of February, 1982, | have 
received advice from the Police Department that you have 
been granted approval to license your rifle, 

In these fortunate circumstances | shall formally decline to 
proceed further with my enquiries and will simply close my 
file, 

1 must say | am genuinely pleased to have been of some 
assistance to you, 


Yours sincerely, 
[.M. Evans, 
Parliamentary Commissioner for 


Enc, Administrative Investigations 


The enclosure note at the bottoni refers to the following:— 


Mr I.M. Evans, 

Parliamentary Commissioner for 
Administrative Investigations, 

18th Floor, City Centre Tower, 

44 St George’s Terrace, 

PERTH 6000. 


8890:G 
RE: MR W.T. CAYGILL 


Further to my correspondence of February 16, 1982, 
inquiries reveal that Caygill attended the Collie Station on 
December 12, 1981, regarding an application for a high 
powered rifle to be licensed and added to his current fire- 
arms licence. 

The officer who received this application noted that the 
feason for requiring this type of weapon was for, “Target 
shooting as a member of Sporting Shooters Association of 
Australia and destruction of vermin on private properties.” 
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When asked for a letter from the Sporting Shooters 
ociation of Australia to prove current membership 
approval to use this high powered rifle, Caygill then insi 
that the use of the weapon be an open licence and now 
stricted to target shooting with the Association. 

He was then requested to produce two letters 
property owners to show he had permission to shoot on 
able property. The applicant then became demanding, abi 
and unco-operative with the constable attending him, 
when a sergeant intervened to assist and explain the situa 
Caygill continued in an argumentative manner and aff 
short time left the police station. 

These papers were eventually submitted to the Regi 
Police Officer, Bunbury, who instructed an officer inte: 
Caygill in regard to his application for a high powered 


of a har 


On this occasion the applicant produced a letter from 
Sporting Shooters Association of Australia, Collie bri 
approving the use of that rifle on their range; he also sho 

membership card proving that he is a financial, cu 
member of that Association, 

The names of two farming properties considered sul 
for the use of a high powered rifle were also provided 
verified as suitable. Authority for the use of the firearm 
one of these properties was later withdrawn, 

On March 2, 1982 the Regional Police Officer, Bunbu 
designated officer with the authority to approve the lice 
of this type of rifle, issued his approval for Caygill to licen: 

As can be seen from the tone of Caygill’s letter, althou 
has some knowledge of his subject, he has confused s 
issues and requirements and was not prepared to abide by 
licensing procedure as explained to him at the time, thus 
tributing to the delay in the processing of this licence. 

Assistant Commissioner (Operatt 


April 2, 1982 W.A. Police Depar' 


Mr Caygill’s letter to us which accompanied these two. 
as follows:— 


Dear Malcolm, 

| received today a reply from Mr Evans (W.A. Ombuds 
about my complaint that Collie police refused to process 
firearm application, despite the fact that | believed | had 
plied with the requirements of the W.A. firearms act. {j 
included was 2 police report to the Ombudsman). 
1) Atno time, when | made the application on 7.12.81 did 
police indicate they required a letter from the Spi 
Shooters Assn. Butin fact, as soon as | indicated the parti 
rifle was .223 cal. (high powered) | was asked to p' 






















rs from property owners — at this stage the proceedings 
ed down. 

certainly don't believe | was “abusive” at any time. | was 
, if firm, in maintaining that | believed that in making 
application | had complied fully with the firearms act. 
that if the police refused my licence | was prepared to let 
agistrate decide the matter. 

As far as abuse was concerned, | think the boot was on the 
er foot. The officer became quite ‘moved’ when | asked his 
@ after he stated HE would not allow my application to be 
essed! | think that THEN he realised that | wasn’t to be 
off by him. 

In the assistant commissioner’s report to Mr Evans it was 
stated that | was not prepared to abide by ‘licencing 
edure’, thus the delay in processing of my licence applic- 
n. Whose licencing procedure? Do the police apply their 
‘licencing procedures’ in W.A. with little or no respect to 
contents of the firearms act? | must admit that the 
geant mentioned in the report, did in fact assure me that 
firearms act DID require applicants to supply property 
ers to the police! When | asked him to indicate where in 


fought 


firearms act it was contained, he replied that if | wasn’t 
py with the act (??) | should go and take up the matter 
my local member of parliament. 

Anyway, that’s my reply to the documents enclosed, 


Walter. 


Then a few days later Mr Caygill. received the following 
er (in reply to his original protest letter) from the Deputy 
mier of W.A. 


The Hon. Premier has requested me to reply to your letter 
23rd january concerning the difficulties you were 
eriencing in obtaining a licence for a firearm. 

| have sought the advice of my colleague, the Hon. W.R.B. 
sell, M.L.A., Minister for Police, who also received a copy 
your letter. 

Mr Hassell has informed me that under the provisions of 
ion 11(c) of the Firearms Act, the Commissioner of Police 
his delegated officer, shall not grant a licence to a person if, 
his opinion that person does not have a good reason for 
uiring the firearm in question, 


To enable delegated officers to form that opinion certain 
uniform policies are laid down in Police Routine Orders which 
all officers must follow. 

When an applicant states his reason for acquiring the fire- 
arm is to destroy vermin on private property, the established 
procedure is to require verification that he has approval from 
appropriate property owners. Where such verification cannot 
be produced there must be doubt as to the validity of the 
reason given. 

As in your case, when a high powered firearm is involved. 
the suitability of the properties, from a safety point of view, 
must also be considered. 

You are assured that there was no suggestion by the police 
that you were not a fit person to possess the weapon con- 
cerned, The delay was caused by the need to insist on com- 
pliance with standard procedures to ensure the validity of the 
application and the safety aspects of the proposed use, 

It is appreciated such procedures often cause frustrating 
delays. However, in the interests of the community at large 
they are considered essential. 

1 understand the requirements and procedures have been 
completed and your application approved. 

Kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
E.C. Rushton, 
Deputy Premier, 


To which Mr Caygill sent the following reply:— 


30.4.82 


Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter, dated 20,4,82 which | received 
today (Your Ref. PD 190/80.) 

Sir, prior to making my application for an addition to my 
firearm licence on 7.12.81, | was informed by the state branch 
of the Sporting Shooters Assn: as to what my. responsibilities 
were to making my application and, in particular, to the 
POLICE requirement to ‘“‘property letters”. My Association 


CENSE 


informed me, THE POLICE ARE NOT ENTITLED TO THEM 
(property {etters), AND THEY ABUSE THEM ANYWAY 
(when they are supplied), As far as | can see there is no re- 
quirement of the firearms act for shooters to supply what 
amounts to personal references, from property owners before 
a firearm licence will be approved, a 
From the contents of your letter, am | to understand that 
the Commissioner of Police can direct the POLICE to 
disregard the contents of the W.A. firearms act? And direct 
the POLICE to follow “POLICE ROUTINE ORDERS” laid 
down by the Commissioner of Police — himself!! If such is the 
case then W.A. DOES NOT HAVE A FIREARM ACT AS SUCH, 
Perhaps the Government should pass an Act of Parliament to 
read such — “Before any resident of W.A. will be issued with a 
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firearm licence, he must comply with certain requirements set 
out by the Commissioner of Police — those requirements may 
be learned at your local police station”. At least with such an 
act passed, current “POLICE ROUTINE ORDERS” would be 
legal, Although | realise the Commissioner of Police already 
has special discretionary powers!! 

Sir, late in Jan. ’82 a police officer came to my home to 
interview me concerning my firearm application. At that 
Interview | was told that the POLICE were concerned that 
shooters should prove that they do in fact have some place to 
legally discharge their firearms. (This in a state which has an 
area of 2,527,000 sq.km.!!) (Source — Ampol Road Map). 
Anyway, | complied in part and disclosed to the officer two 
properties where 1 had been given (written) permission to 
shoot, (Suitable to a .223). 

| have learned since my licence was approved, THAT THE 


POLICE IN FACT WERE NOT CONTENT THAT! PROVE! , 


HAVE PLACES TO SHOOT!! The POLICE have sought to 
have my authority to shoot on the two properties mentioned 
withdrawn!! | have learned from one of the two farmers that 
besides sighting the property, the officer concerned distressed 
the farmer with assertions that | might well enter his property 
at any time and start blasting away!! And of course (assured 
the police officer,) the farmer would have no recourse against 
me (because | have his written permission to “blast away”)!! 

Subsequently that farmer withdrew my permission to shoot 
on his property and he so informed that police officer!! Sir, is 
this account also a part of “POLICE ROUTINE ORDERS” 
when dealing with firearm applicants! !? 

Towards the end of your letter you state, (such procedures) 
“in the interests of the community at large — are considered 
essential’’, | assume you are referring in general to W.A. fire- 
arms laws? If you are, please do inform me immediately of 
the practical (not the RHETORICAL) benefits which have 
been ours in W.A, Please do inform me of what great benefits 
our community enjoys above the communities of Queensland 
and Tasmania (which have no such laws as ours concerning 
firearms). 

There are no benefits to our community from disarming 
honest. citizens. Crime and violence will increase until 
CRIMINALS are deterred from +committing crimes. A 


Wanted to Sell 


On Behalf of Various Owners 









NEW GUNS — 
M28 
S & WModel 29 
Reck .38.D.A. adj sig 
S & W Model 25 


S&W K38D,A, excellent .... 
S & WK38 S.A. Target options 





MPM Progressive Reloader .38 or 45 cal. . 
Bar-Sto bbl .38 Super asnew .. 

.38 Super cases 

-38 Used cases 

RCBS Dies 
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defenceless community cannot deter crime. Aggressio: 
overcome by surrender!! 

Sir, | hope that you will excuse my growing distrust 
W.A. POLICE and my obvious cynicism of the way t 
authority are seeking to “PROTECT”, us ‘out there’ 
community. | trust the reply to this letter will not take’ 
months to arrive!! 


W.T, 


P.S. Sir, as far as the use of a firearm for defence go 
responsible person will not shrink from defending hims 
his property by whatever means necessary at his disp 
remember reading a very reprehensible account in the 
newspaper, a pensioner had stopped a gang of youths 
breaking into his vehicle, he then discharged his firear 
the air and so held the youths until the arrival of the 
When the police arrived the pensioner was charged wii 
charging his firearm to cause fear and his firearm was 
fiscated!! | realise you will say that the police must 
sponsible for the control of crime and violence in our 
munity but it is obvious, | would think, that the polit 
failing sadly in this regard. And that in the situation wh 
police are not on hand to protect us, we must be respi 
for the safety of ourselves and our families. 


That about says it all, Licensing will sooner or later di 
on “good reasons”, good reasons will eventually have 
“better” reasons, and all the while the “reasons‘ them 
will be subjected to harrassment in the hopes that they 
eliminated, 

Our thanks go out to Mr Caygill for making these 
available and enabling us all to see the very real predic: 
that we all could be in if we don’t pull together now. 

Those readers who have waded through this horror 
may also tackle “Firearm Registration in Victoria — A 
History” on page 38 in this Edition. Those who d 
no doubt find the similarities to be hardly coincidt 

We would be fools indeed to believe the politici 
police when they assure us that licensing won't disady: 
the ordinary law-abiding citizen. 9 


Sdeoccccccosooscconeces. 
CHRONOGRAPHS 


Mfd. by Custom Chronograph 
M500. oF 
M900 (digital readout) ... $2) 
M600 Ambient Light Screens 
suit either of the above... .$ 
per 





Available from: 


Malcolm D, Bone 
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At the shot almost invariably most, if not all, the 
irds will leave the tree but if they have not been 
eavily shot a second shot is sometimes possible. 
If an instantaneous kill is not obtained a wounded 
ird will generally fly quite a distance and perch ona 
road limb. 

Within a short time the sound of a heavy fall will 
e@ heard and if the shooter is fortunate enough to 
ssess a good dog he has one for the bag. 

Quite often some of the frightened birds will 
turn to the tree and once again the straining of eyes, 
ain the shot, and with luck another for the bag. 
If the food tree survey had been correctly done 
irds should have arrived above other enthusiasts and 
en suitably greeted. 

This leads to a short of musical chairs — with a 
ifference — sort of thing, but before Jong, the some- 
hat depleted flock of Flocks decides to leave for 
ther pastures and after a spell of inaction the party 
roups Under the tree where our friend is proud!y 
irveying his seven plump Lopholaimus Antarcticus. 
A very close friend of mine, in fact he couldn't be 
YY closer, if you know what | mean, tells a story 
out a shoot that provided a few birds that were, to 
im, very easily obtained. 


They fell like the ‘Babes in the Wood". 


In company with two workmates he was on a one 
y shooting trip some forty-five miles north of New- 
stle when he noticed a little saddle dividing two 
ice little brushes only half a mile or so from the 
ad, 

Drawing his friends attention to it he said, ‘There 
ould be birds in there’’. 

Kel, the elder of his friends said, ‘Yes, there are 
ave, but there is only room for one gun in each 
rush and there are three of us’’. 

This very close friend of mine said, ‘It's a very 
Id day, the birds will keep, take a brush each but 
live me time to get up on that saddle — | might get a 
allaby coming across when you start into the 
rush,” 


After a lot of crashing and cursing he heard a4 
histle of wings and a nice little flight of Flocks came 
tof the brush that Kel had entered. He was no 
lewton-Thomas but birds flying thirty feet over his 
ad in clear air were literally tco good to miss so a 
ight a left barrel meant pigeon for tea tomorrow. 
Not long after a shot from the other brush that 
larry had battered his way into sent a flight of 
aldies back, A hit with the right and a miss with the 
ft this time. This shuttle service went on for some 
ime before the warriors fighting the lantana and wild 
spberry entangled hell holes realised that something 
as Unusual in the spacing of the shots and came out 
have a look-see. 

As this very close friend of mine saw, one looked 
if he had lost fifteen rounds with a grizzly bear and 
other looked as if he had unsuccessfully tried to 
parate them. 


“You \ittle black bastard! We might have known 
when you get all self-sacrificing matey-matey you're 
on a winner.” 

“You bloady well knew those birds would fly from 
one brush to the other.” 

Still, split three ways, they were a good feed and in 
those happy days this very close friend was, as they 
admitted, by far the better shot. 

This epistle so far has been far too much of 
walking, shivering and killing — this is to try and pro- 
mote the macho image perhaps? But no, not really. 

Many a day | sat spell bound in the brush, idle gun 
cold by my side and listened to that most marvelous 
of avian creatures the Lyre-bird (Menura-Superba) 
(or in more northern regions perhaps his cousin 
Menura Alberti) as he enchanted the very air with his 
sounds of the bush. Now a King Parrot, now a Whip 
Bird, now a Black Cockatoo, now perhaps we'll 
sharpen a saw, or drive a steel wedge into stubborn 
timber, but we'll break off every now and then into 
our own chirrup so you, will know it is the master 
who entertains you, fs 

This master, this solitary, insectivorous, avian 
miracle, whose perfectly developed hands, yes hands, 
pluck debris from the jungle floor, invert it, hold it 
up to his eyes for inspection and then scatter it, 

This builder of dancing mounds, this magnificent 
Terpsicorean who fools beneath contempt call 
pheasant, and shoot! 

Any resemblance between this superb creature and 
the brainless seed eating gallinaceous creature of the 
grass Jands and turnip fields must exist only in the 
minds of the morons who shoot them. 

They have as much in common as a humming bird 
and a Bombay duck, but then again how much does 
this creature who shoots them resemble the man he 
thinks he is? 

The brushes alas are nearly all gone. Some hungry 
grazier is feeding a dozen or so miserable beasts where 
Once these marvelous ecosystems stood in all their 
majesty. 

Time has shown that cleared brush makes damn 
poor country and, in spite of the lying propaganda of 
“Let the light shine through’ by our timber hungry 
bureaucrats, does not regenerate. | will be happy to 
show any dissenter open forest where | once had 
difficulty seeing the sun at midday. | thank the 
power that rules our ends that | was born when | was 
and knew this marvellous country as it was, not as it 
now is. 

The Eucalypts that have replaced the berry bearing 
trees that have S0en taken to ‘’Let the light shine in’ 
provide no food for the fruit pigeons so the Bubbleo- 
Mary's, the Greenies, the Brownies, the Baldies and 
the Wongas, as the Lushmen called them, have nearly 
vanished from the Centrai and Southern IN.S.W. area. 
Soon they will probably have gone entirely and we 
will all be the poorer for it. 

These beautiful species | am proud to say, never 
felt my shot. The Flock was food for the table — the 
others food for the eye and ear. 

End of Raving. e 
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© from page 33 

_ ducks as I pulled us low and back- 
wards up the ice out of view. A 
btief council decided one of us 
using. the jutting low point for 
covét to get close and try our luck. 
It fell to me, so stalking along low, 
I attained the point, looked to my 
primings and satisfied I ought to get 
ee I popped up and spooked 

the mob, 

Click went the right lock, so 
taking another bird I gave it the left 
and somewhere beyond the smoke 
pall I connected and ‘plop’ went 
the duck into the open water. 
Being a heavy gun and stout I 
loaded three drams and 1% or so 
ounces of shot, I’m a “get within 
fair range or don’t shoot” rather 
than “empty the flasks’ and wince 
magnum artist (I generally use a 
20 bore). 


Anyway, it’s one thing to dropa 
duck in the water, another to re- 
cover it. We had no dog and long 
sticks were conspicuous by their 
absence, I thought to try the ice 
but between solid ice and open 
water are degrees of intermediate 
that one is prudent not to trust, so 
we seemed balked until I had the 
idea to swim for it. 

After all, there was no wind, the 
water to be open at all must be 
above freezing. So be it, and decid- 
ing I wanted no wet clothes to 
carry, I shed right there to the 
naked state and deciding all dal- 
liance to be unwise I jumped in. 


Hells bells that was cold, but I 
was swimming through the water 
weeds by then and snatching my 
duck I headed out of there regain- 
ing the bank in short order. 


I donned my shorts and since the 
somewhat astonished Joey had his 
camera I hammed for a couple of 
quick shots. They breed ’em hard 
in Sheffield but my goose pimples 
were getting goose pimples and I 
dressed rapidly. Thereafter we 
resumed our hunt, satisfied to re- 
cover the duck for I hate waste. 
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had one shoot where he showed 
upstart caps how. 

friends were in a roug 
to receive a drive of pheasants we 
a bird flew along the line. Pop, 
and pop, and pop, and the 
flew unscathed toward John 
With a practiced grace 
flint gun and crumpled the & 
dead, where upon he faced his 
nessing companions and with 
flourish called out, “That to y 
copper cap, sir!”” 


Up the face of the canyons’ end 
was a pond and a likely bet for a 
second bird. And so it was but my 
lock gave me no fire. I have a habit 
of thrusting forward the right hand 
and with index finger on the cock 
and second finger on the front of 
the steel (I ane to use the correct 
terms for what modern parlance 
may call the hammer and frizzen 
but no shooter of antiquity ever did 
so), 
A hook like hold thus obtained, 
I snatched both backwards to full 
cock ready to fire position, and try 
again which I’ve ‘found can often 
mean you getting a second chance. 
All of which is done without bring- 
ing the gun down or losing the 
swing, for your eyes are still on the 
bird. It takes way longer to explain 
than do in practice. 

But it didn’t get me that bird and 
we got no others before it was time 
to head back to camp well satisfied 
with this duck hunt Washington 
style. 





Good on him, 1 li 


The gun, made when guns were 
only made as flintlock before that 
Scottish duck hunting reverand 
starting the rot with his meddling, 
had to be well made. The more the 
chafe and bearing of one part or 
another, the slower a lock gave fire. 
The freer a locks mechanics became 
by means of a careful fit, friction } 
relieving, swivel links, undercuts, 
rollers, stout main and delicately 
proportioned feather springs to suit, 
all took work to a high degree of 
skill and the “Swiss watch” lock, 
given good flints, fired its prime 
that appreciable bit sooner and that 
made a different in leading a duck 
that was measurable in feet. 












DILLON RL 300 
Loads any calibre from .380 © 
-30-06 at the rate of up to 30 
rounds per hour. 
$697.00 with adjustable 
adjustable powder bar and semi 
automatic primer feed, 
Comes complete with one shel 
plate but without dies — 
regular 7/8” x 14 dies, 
MALCOLM D. BONE 
P.O, Box 90, GYMPIE 4570 





But that meddling clergyman (a 
traitor I fear) took all the art from 
shooting by making a poor lock go 
near as well as the best flintlock 
and shooting has gone downhill 


ever since. 









But the same John Holt I 
mentioned earlier, who no doubt 
would agree with me on this point, 


om page 28 


Your problems will be a bit 
ferent however, because you 
idn’t expect to be there. Chances 
e that you'll never really expect 
s have a crash landing over the 
angle, bail out into the ocean, be 
apped in a snowstorm in the 
mountains or have your jeep quit 
the middle of the desert. For no 
satter how well prepared you are, 
ou probably will never completely 
ponvince yourself that “It can 
appen to me,” 
But it can, as the records show, 
before you start collecting 
vival facts and information, you 
should understand what the psycho- 
sgical obstacles are which you 
aust overcome, These obstacles 
ou will find under the heading of 
at very normal and common 
smotion called fear. Fear of the 
mknown, fear of discomfort, fear 


BOCOOSSCO 






















Submitted by 
Combined Shooter: 


QUESTION 5. 
How significant are firearms in 
ANSWER 5. 


QUESTION 6. 


_ ANSWER 6. 


generally very low. 


During 1969 the highest rate of sui 
20-24 year age bracket and this amoun 
this grouping, The highest suicide rate was in 
| bracket and only 1.4% of them used a firearm. 
} ‘other methods available shooting is rather insignificant. 


How does Western Australia with its restrictive firearms laws 
“compare with the “easy” States of Queensland and Tasmania with 
tegard to firearms crime, suicide and accidents? 


of people, fear of your own weak- § 


nesses. You fear the terrain and the 


climate because they are new and § 


strange. Because this environment 
is different, you fear the discom- 


forts which might result and even } 


fear the people who are there, In 
many cases, even though these 
other fears are overcome to some 
extent, a lack of confidence in their 
own fortitude and ability has 
broken people who could otherwise 
have survived much better. 

Though all this is natural, it is 


not necessary. There are ways of 


alleviating that needless burden that 
these implanted fears will add. 

Your fear of the unknown will 
be alleviated by proper training 
and/or briefing so you should have 
some basic information about the 
geography, topography, and climate 
of the areas you intend to travel in 
or the areas you wish to cross. 















hough figures naturally fluctuate from one year to another, 
js no evidence to suggest that firearm misuse is more 
velent in Tasmania or Queensland when compared to Western 
ia, Compared with the rest of the world, firearms misuse in 





ie a 
071941373 
“Acquiring knowledge will elimin- 
ate most of your fear and discom- 
fort. You should learn how to 
provide shelter, including finding 
natural shelter, and how to give ~ 
medical aid, even to yourself, A 
most important fact you should 
learn is that rest can be more 
valuable than speed. To be success- 
ful and more comfortable you will 
make your way with careful plan- 
ning instead. of.a blind and exhaust- 
ing dash. Also, adding to your 
comfort should be the knowledge 
that somebody has not forgotten 
}you and is concerned with your 
recovery. 

Fear of the natives, like fear of 
the terrain, can be relieved by 
previous knowledge, and some 

} common sense. ; 

Fear of your own weaknesses is 
more difficult and yet most 
important to overcome. If you ate 
fortunate enough to have had out- 
door experience, or previous ex- 

) perience in an environment similar 
} to that in which you find yourself, 
} you should have confidence to live 


© off the land, If not, take advant- 


} age of any opportunity to attend a , 
& survival school, to read books, and 
to test your skills in training before 
} it really counts. Even without 
} previous experience, the training 
you receive through practice will be 
enough to give you some confidence. 
A few hours spent in applying 
S what you've learned, will enable 
you to accomplish things which 
§ previously seemed impossible and. 
* so will remove any doubt about 
| your personal ability and stamina. 
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Remington’s 


Workhorse 


The Remington Model 788 has been in production for 
15 years and at differing times has been available in .222 
Remington, .223, 22-250, 30-30, 44 Magnum, 6mm Rem- 
ington, .243, 7mm-08 and .308 Winchester. 

.222 Retfi, was obtainable in the original release, but 
was withdrawn about 1979, It’s a safe bet that slow sales 
caused this, However, it’s now back on the Australian 
market, A 

Remington call the 788 the workhorse that 
looks almost as good as it shoots. Looks, as we 
all know, are in the eye of the beholder. This 
rifle has obviously been built to a price. The 
metalwork is not highly polished but looked 
more appealing after the factory applied pro- 
tection had been wiped off. The stock had some 
attractive grain showing through the stain. 









— by Ron Petersen — 


Inletting around the tloorplate, barrel and receiver drew no 
criticism. The rough edges of the stamped out trigger guard were 
hard to overlook and I felt the projecting magazine spoiled the rifle’s 
lines. 

The trigger broke at two kilograms, too heavy for me. Unfort- 
unately, no adjustments are provided on this unit. This action, with 
its short lock time (Remington claim the lock time of the 788 is such 
that their bullet is leaving the muzzle while that of other makes is 
leaving the chamber), has a following among bench rest shooters so 
something can be done with the trigger. 
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LOAD GROUP at 100M 


Ron Owen’s 










19mm 

37mm 
13mm 
4imm. 



























Velocities measured at 5 metres. 
ith results like these, it’s ea: ut its 

Wit! ; ike these, it’s easy to forget about it Ron OWensr zeae 

cosmetic shortcomings. 





24 grains of Win. 748, 

Federal 205M primers, 

Sierra 50 gr. spitzer. ; i i 

letras page Volumes have been written about loads for the .222 Remington, and a wide 
I decided to endeavour selection of components is available. My thinking is that an accurate rifle will 

.. modify 4 the existing shoot well with just about any load, and very well with some loads. 

Menit to obtain a reasonable 


No effort was made to find the most accurate loads for this particular rifle, 
Ron Owen supplied some of his favourite .222 loads with the rifle — 


‘o hold down screws. 

tep 2: Roll pin (1) was 
removed. The trigger and 
trigger spting were taken 
out. This spring was re- 
placed with a piece of coil 
spring 2.7mm in diameter 
and slightly shorter than 
the original. This was 





Federal cases, Federal 205M primers, 20.5 grains of Reloder 7 
and 52 grain Nosler HPBT projectiles, overall length 57mm. 

These proved to be too long to chamber easily and were shortened (by 
seating the projectiles deeper) to an overall length of 55mm, 

Sighting in was done at 50 metres, Ron’s load showed promise — a 
9mm group and a velocity of 3009 fps. 
Load A: Federal cases, Federal 205M primers, 26 grains of Winchester 
748, 50 grain Sako bullet, O.A.L. 54mm: 20,5mm group at 3275 fps. 
Load B: As in Load A except 50 grain Sierra projectiles and O.A.L. 
54.3mm. Group 10.5mm at 3308 fps. 


Treen me i BP ee 









Load C: As in Load A 
except 40 grain Win- 
chester H Points (the 
cheapies) — 14mm 


selected from a Wolff Pak which I tind invaluable 
for making replacement springs. 
Step 3: The burrs on the engagement surface of 





the trigger were stoned off. 
RESULT: A crisp pull of 1200 grams, but with some backlash. 
No doubt a lighter pull could be obtained by polishing the engage- 
ment surfaces and by shortening the trigger spring, but 1200 grams 
is light enough in a hunting rifle and 1 feel safe using it. 

To test the shooting capabilities of the 788 a Zero Bar Mount 
and a 10 power Bushnell Banner scope were fitted. 








~ group at 3318 fps. 

It was decided to fire 
all loads again at 100 
metres, but to lower the 
charge of W 748 to 24 
grains and alter the 


overall length of loads 
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A and B to 55mm, and that of load C to 51.5mm. 

The 788 has a thick walled cylindrical receiver with 
small openings for the magazine and ejection port. 
Rounds~can be loaded singley by filgeing them 
in through the port, 

The recoil lug is fixed between the barrel and 
the receiver, 

T was curious to know what happened in 
the event of a pierced primer as noie of the 
usual provisions for escaping gas\tould be 
seen. Alan Ely, a Bundaberg gungmith, con- 
firmed my suspicions. The gas#sually goes 
back through the firing pin hol@ in the bolt 
face to the inside of the b6l@iwhere, de- 
pending on the charge, it/ éxpends itself 
harmlessly or does its mischie® 

The bolt is 17/imm inydiameter with 9 
locking lugs in 3frows Of S towards the rear. 
Unfortunately notiall of the 9 lugs bore evenly 
over their surfaces’ whem the action was closed, 

The bolt faéé’is)fully/enclosed and contains a 
plunger eject@ijand/thevextractor. The extractor is 
One reasonpagcording fo one dealer to whom I spoke, 
why many'sh@otets don’t like Remingtons, These extractors 
do break /@ost/abont $7.50 each 
and cangtake’ ip #6912 months to 
obtain /S7 Ne/is Waiting for .222 
extractors otdered 6 months ago. 

Enipty Gases Sere thrown clear 
whenjthe Bolt was worked vigor- 
ously. If operated slowly, fired 
brass fell fromthe bolt’ face into 
the action. ™ 

‘The ypring and follower from the 
magazine Took as if they would 
be more ab home in a 35c cap gun 
— but they finctioned faultlessly. 


Coustimer Opinion: 1 found only 
one on 788 owner, Jeff. 


‘ ot 
He hateeiled three over the years Beers 





— two .308s and a .22-250. Jeff ae ‘ 612mm 
thinks they’re great — once the ..2897/Re Capacity 4 
Sights Open sights standard. Price 


trigger has been worked over. The 
barrels have been free floated on all 
three and they shoot well. His 
current 308 is exhibiting myster- 
ious chipping in the rifling, but still 
groups well. 


They looked to be 
solidly constructed 
and are removable. 
The receiver is drilled Weight 
and tapped. 
Reasonably compre- 
hensive; but .222 


Owner's 
Manual 
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Test rifle supplied by Bouste 
AustraliaLed, @ 









parts were not li 
in the one suppl 
with the rifle. 
T was quoted fg 
$245 to $280, 
puts the Model 7 
in a class of its oy 
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he poor Biafrans probably bought them in good faith as 9mm 
istols, but quickly found out that the M.12’s would not feed 
in their stocks of 9mm Luger ammo. In consequence they 
ok little part in that war but a British gun dealer brought 
lem to England around 1975 from where they, in the last 
ew years, have reappeared on the collectors market in 
lestern Europe. But we are getting ahead of our story. 


THE BIRTH OF THE M.12/P16 

Soldiers in battle always want more fire-power, In response 
to a demand for a Schnellfeuer version of the M.12, Waffen- 
Fabrik Steyr in'1916 developed the little known, selective-fire 
M.12/P16. The P16 stood for Patronen 16 and indicated that 
the new version had a 16-round magazine. Because develop- 
sment of a staggered box magazine of that capacity probably 
demanded more time than the fighting Austrian Army could 
afford, the Steyr people simply extended the fixed magazine 
to take sixteen rounds, 

It had a selector switch on the right hand side of the slide 
which allowed either semi-automatic fire or fully-automatic 
Fire. Because of its ultra-long fixed magazine the M.12/P16 





A 


M12 with 2 full clip of eight cartridges, locking the slide 


in rear position for loading. 
en ma tn | 




















The __ selective-fire 
Steyr M.12/P16, 
tight hand view. This 
model was consider- 
ably taller than it 
was long and one of 
the most awkward 
pistols ever made. 
Note that the 16th 
cartridge in the 
magazine was not 
shown to display de- 
tail of design. 
























[on 


must be one of the most awkward pistols ever made, [t was 
taller than it was long and it could hardly be classed as a 
‘concealable’ arm. The Austrian Navy used a shoulder stock 
for their M.12s and this stock was soon married to the 
M.12/P16 to create what must have been one of the first 
machine-pistols in the world. 

{t reached the forces in 1916 and there are reports of 
Austrian pilots flying low over enemy trenches emptying their 
M.12/P16s over the side of the cockpit, Some were also used 
in air-to-air combat. 

On the technical side of things it was found that the steel in 
standard M.12 slides would not stand up to fully-automatic 
fire and Waffenfabrik Steyr came up with a special hardening 
process for the M.12/P16 slides that gave them and the barrel 
a theoretical life of 8000 rounds. 

Despite these efforts Austria sank, with Germany, in the 
defeat of 1918. Her armed forces were demobilised and her 
Weaponry scrapped or stored, Even if huge numbers of M.12 
and M.12/P16s found their way to the scrapheap, surprising 
numbers of them were salted away, issued for police use or 
survived in private ownership. 

When WW | ended, Waffenfabrik Steyr is said to have had 
huge stocks of ‘conversion kits’ to turn any standard M.12 into 
a M.12/P16, albeit with the original 8-round magazine. 
Because they were awkward most M.12/P16s in the thirties 
were ‘amputated’ to the short ‘original’ 8-round magazine and 
those that didn’t have M.12/P1’s were often liberally helped 
along by that seemingly inexhaustable supply of ‘conversion 
kits’ at Steyr, forgotten by Allies and Control Commissions 
alike, 
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UNEASY PEACE 

Austria in the thirties was a turbulent place. Saviours of 
the Left and Right shot it out in the streets, reminiscent of 
Beirut of today. The Chancellor, Engelbert Dollfuss assumed 
dictatorial power in Vienna where shootings and bombings 
were the order of the day. The M.12 and its P16 offspring was 
ideal for these murderous tactics. 

On the 25th of July 1934 the Nazis made an armed uprising 
and three thugs broke into the Chancellors study and raked 
him with an M.12/P16. Mussolini ordered Italian troops to 
march on Vienna and Hitler had to back down and apologize. 

But four years later the Nazis swallowed all of Austria and 
its weaponry, including large numbers of M.12s. The then 
most famous of them all, the M.12/P16 that had killed 
Dollfuss, was brought to Germany as a sacred relic and 
displayed in a Munich museum. 

Integrating Austria’s armed forces into those of Nazi- 
Germany found the M.12 the odd man out. It didn’t fire the 
German 9mm Luger round and the Germans set out to issue a 
second barrel with every M.12 in 9mm Luger calibre. Some 
sources say that the feed ramps were altered also, but it is a 
fact that M.12s were issued with two barrels, one 9 Luger and 
one 9 Steyr, which tends to disprove that. 

Germany’s spy chief No. 1, Admiral Canaris wanted to 
equip his fabled Brandenburger Regiment with M.12/P16s but 
found that they, by now, were in short supply. In 1938 he 
hurriedly ordered Waffenfabrik Steyr to alter 500 existing 
M,12’s to M,12/P16 standard but with the original eight-round 
magazine, 

Steyr M,12s in good condition were located and speedily 
modified to P/16s but without any additional hardening of 
their slides, These guns were issued with dual barrels, 9mm 
Luger and Steyr but carried no Wehrmacht acceptance 
stampings, 

The clandestine intentions of Admiral Canaris became 
clearer when he ordered Mauser of Oberndorf to produce 
quantities of a special silencer barrel for the M.12 and simul- 
taneously Deutsche Waffen & Munitionsfabriken were develop- 
ing the previously mentioned subsonic Imm Steyr cartridge 
with a muzzle velocity of about 1030 fps. 

Thus from three well-known gun-works came together 
what was the ultimate assassination weapon of WW 2, the 
silent selective-fire M.12/P16 used by the German commando 
forces. 

Its rate of fire was slow enough to allow a trained 
commando to discharge a reasonably aimed burst of three 
shots with one squeeze of the trigger. It was established that 
three hits on a human body within less than a second 
produced enough shock effect to kill, irrespective of where 
individual hits were located, in most cases. 

Or, as a German commando instructor is said to have 
expressed it; ‘rough aim, short squeeze, three rounds off . 
and just hope that your adversary did have an enjoyable life’. 


Later, in 1940, orders went out that all M.12s and 
M.12/P16s were to use 9mm Luger barrels exclusively, The 
calibre to use was indicated by stamping the figures 08 for 
Pistolenpatrone 1908, which is the 9mm Luger, on the barrel. 
Many sources say that the slides were also stamped ‘08’ but | 
challenge anyone to show me an M.12 with ‘08’ on the slide, 
as | have never even heard of one. 

Even 36 years after WW II ended, the activities of the 
German commando forces, the Regiment Brandenburg, are 
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shrouded in secrecy. Not because it was idle, it wasn' 
because most of its activities were on the Eastern front, 
gradual decline of Germanys fortunes also saw the Brand 
regiment increasingly used as normal infantry which must 
been a sad waste of a highly trained special force. 
senseless waste was obvious, not the least to the membi 
the Brandenburg regiment themselves, because when the) 
under Otto Skerzeny, organised their own commando 
the ‘Friendenthal Battalion’, he got lots of volunteers 
‘Brandenburg’. 

They must have trusted their M.12/P16s because wh 
best known operation of the SS-commandos, the liberati 
Mussolini from a mountain-top hotel in the Abruzzi moun’ 
got underway, Skorzeny had ordered every man to 
apart from his normal weaponry, one M.12/P16. The 
ence of this weapon must have been a closely guarded si 
because in his memoirs, Skorzeny does not mention it. Bi 
was a dedicated Nazi, and remained so until his death in 
few years ago. 

Despite the successful liberation of the Italian dict 
Germany faced a defeat in 1945 even more crushing than 
of 1918. The Allies occupied both Germany and Austria. 
of their first measures was to prohibit the ownership 
carrying of any firearm, on penalty of death, They also 
claimed that no German or Austrian could ‘ever’ have or 
a fully automatic weapon, 

At the same time the U.S. Army, to maintain the Vi 
Police Force (we always need police, irrespective of ti 
don't we?) issued pistols from existing Austrian depots, 
lo and behold, many a surprised Vienna police officer 
stunned to receive from the G.l.s an ‘amputated’ M.12/| 
and that before the ink on the new gun ordinances was 
But G.l.s were not supposed to be gun experts, were tl 
The policemen who knew they had just received maci 
weapons wisely kept quiet about it. True, or not, it is 
that to this day there are Vienna police who have this 
old service pistol with which they will just not part, wi 
may be as good an epitath as any to a pistol design thi 
celebrating its 70th birthday this year, 


Its popularity was limited by the unusual and rare 
ridge it fired, yet the guru of modern pistol literature, 
Hogg, describes it as ‘one of the most beautiful and 
military pistols ever made’. 


After having served emperors, kings and dictators in 
world, and many minor wars, its rightful place today is 
prized collectors item. 


SOURCES 
Small Arms of The World, 1961 
Deutsches Waffen Journal, 1/1981 
Geheimkommando Skorzeny, Vienna 1951 
American Rifleman, October 1967 
Infantry Weapons, Orbis Publishing, London 
Manual of Pistol & Revolver Cartridges, Vol. 1 
Pictures: | Courtesy of Dansk Vaabenhistorisk Sel: 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Drawing of M.12/P16: H. Breutmann, draftsman, Yep) 
Queensland. 
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When I started my research into 
eces with calibre of .50 or more, I 
fas amazed at the variety of styles 
at have been used over the years 
» achieve the same end result. 
ore amazingly, there has been 
thing really new in ordnance that 
es projectiles since HE played full- 
ck for Jerusalem. Sure, many 
inciples have been mixed together 
many different ways — but the 
id result has always been the same. 
sinty or blunt things parabolically 
mbering, or flatly screaming 
own range and going bang. 















Like the U.K. 17 pounder anti- 
tank gun that we have looked at 
previously, the QF. 6 pounder 
7ewt. Mark Il antitank gun has 
nothing unusual about it. Except 
perhaps that it has been one of the 
most manufactured and copied 
57mm anti-tank guns of all time 
and its record of accuracy and re- 


is polygroove plain section with 24 
grooves and a uniform twist of 1 
turn in 30 calibres. The barrel is 
96.2 inches long, and with muzzle 
velocities in the 2950 feet per 
second class, those projectiles are 
fairly rotating when they slide out 
of the muzzle. 

The barrel carries an absolute 
wealth of information on it, and 
greatly simplifies identification for 
the amateur armouror. 

About midway along the topside 
of the barrel is engraved the Royal 
Monogram, while the rear face is 
stamped. with the name of the 
contractor, the registered number 
of the barrel, the type and mark of 
the gun, and usually a myriad of 
acceptance marks. The muzzle face 
is stamped with the name of the 
steel maker, the forging number 
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({E. Sundgren, Licd, Dealer) 


s Lugers, Colts, 
Tokarev, Lebel, 





etc. 9 












‘and spare parts. 
SOLD - BOUGHT- EXCHANGED & 


P.O. Box 791, 
Rockhampton 4700 
Tel. 07Y/393822 
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liability still lives on in the smaller 


8 armies of the world, 


The 6 pounder was developed 


8 and put into production early in 
8 World War Il. It replaced the much 
8 lighter 
8 roles, (being capable of putting 
§ dents in the Panthers and S.P. Guns 
§ of Uncle Adolt’s war machine), and 


2 pounder in anti-armour 


§ was also used in a bunker busting 
role, 


the 


so 


particularly against 
steel numbers 


8 popular at the time. 


The gun itself consists of a barrel 


B and breech ring. The barrel being 
B of either the autofrettaged or high 


tensile steel forging types. Rifling 
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and mark of rifling. Fairly answers 
all the questions one could possibly 
think of asking doesn’t it? 

The breech ring is a steel rect- 
ang Jar shaped block that accom- 
modates the breech block and actu- 
ating shaft. The breech mechanism 
is of the semi-automatic type, 
(meaning that the spent case is 
ejected on opening), and a well 
trained gun crew could get 20 
rounds per minute out of a “run-in” 
gun. Mind you, none of the crew 
were sitting around playing poker, 
or dragging on a roll-yourown 
while this was going on. Australian 

cont. page 80 
59 







from page 4 
(iii) nn 

tracer or incendiary ammunition. 
(iv) Any ammunition bearing the 
brand mame K.T.W. and which 
ammunition is designed to be 
armour or metai piercing. 

Any ammunition designed to 
be armour or metal piercing. 
And the Honourable the Minister 
for Local Government, Main Roads 
and Police is to give the necessary 
directions herein accordingly. 

Keith Spann, 

Clerk of the Council. 

Gov. Gaz., 20th February, 1982 
page 593 

Now isn’t that great. That really 
gives the cartridge collectors a thor- 
ough towelling. Possession of a 
dangerous article, to whit, an 
armour piercing cartridge, can 
attract a penalty, for a first offence, 
not exceeding $400 or imprison- 
ment, not exceeding 6 months or 
both. 

Knowledgable shooters, and any- 
one who has read P.O. Ackley’s 
“Handbook for Shooters & Re- 
loaders’, will know that some 
common sporting calibres using 
readily available common reloading 
components (and in some cases, 
just regular factory ammunition) 
will easily penetrate armour that 
.30 calibre military armour pierc- 
ing ammunition wilt hardly dent. 


(v) 





When, oh when, will we get law 
makers who will only make laws 
about subjects on which they are 
knowledgeable? Why is it a politic- 
ian once elected seems to think 
himself suddenly possessed with the 
wisdom of Solomon and the best 
way we, of the common herd, can 
benefit from this pool of widsom is 
if he/she makes laws for us FOR 
OUR OWN GOOD? 


Tracer too, probably only exists 
\ the hands of collectors — | cer- 

inly have never seen any streak- 
ng across the sky on a dark night. 
It is doubtful that even criminals 
could find a use for that. 

Velex or exploding bullets, well | 
guess anyone who really wants 
those will make their own — and 
how that they have been banned, 
somebody will think they are a 
good jdea. 


Any ammunition known as | 









AUSTRALASIAN SURVIVOR 


Alternative technology and basic 
household survival hints for the 
coming economic crash. 





Send 50 c. stamp for sample copy. 
P.O.Box 11, Dickson ACT 2602 


been and gone and | note a couple 
of interesting points from the out- 
come. 

A couple of clippings sent to me 
by LS&B supporter, Bill Seymour 
from The Mercury of May 12th, 
describes the Police Minister, Mr 
Graham as advocating tightening up 
on Tasmania's firearm laws, “And 
under the present set up, there are 
thousands of guns and rifles in 
Tasmania for which there are no 
records of ownership.”” 

Well, so what? In Queensland, 
N.S.W. and Victoria these would 
number in millions. 

{t appears that Mr Graham, while 
he may well have meant what he 
said, did really make the statement 
as a vote catcher, Results show, of 
course, that he lost his seat. 

Furthermore, two or three fire- 
arm enthusiasts were elected, at 
least one of which is expected to be 
appointed as a senior minister. 
Good on you Tassie, we should all 
take a leaf out of your book. 

Federally we have seen the en- 
forced resignation of John Moore 
from the ministry — he was largely 
instrumental in getting semi-auto- 
matic rifles with pistol grips 
declared as prohibited imports. No 
doubt military collectors and char- 
acters like Bob Parsons (see page 8) 
will shed not a solitary tear. 


lt has been said that | am 
‘preaching to the converted’ and 
thus largely wasting my time with 
all these ramblings on about fire 
arm laws. Maybe | am but the 
converted need a sermon now and 
then to keep their spirits high. | 
mean , who fills the churches every 
week? Certainly not the athiests. 

Hopefully also, LS&B will give 
them ‘ammunition’ if they get into 
hot debate with a non-shooter or 
never-have-been-shooter who thinks, 
quite innocently, that the banning 
of guns will end bank holdups and 
the like. 
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The Tasmanian elections have 












Mandy, our colour consul 
whose advice | endeavour to fi 
but invariably misinterpret, rec 
went to Victoria and back by 
In the course of the trip the su 
of firearms ‘just happened’ to 
up in conversation with the 
fellow travellers that are enc 
ered on a trip of that dura 

When the travellers were 
formed by Mandy that in cel 
quarters proposals keep poppin 
advocating restrictions and i 
ations on gun ownership, they 
agasp. 

None were prepared to part 
their rifle or collection of | 
old shotguns. This shows t 
large percentage of the public is 
not aware of the potential u 
mining of their rights. 


It seems that hardly two 
graphs go by before | again fi 
broadside at W.A. In the mail 
week | received, anonymous! 
thank you friend, a copy of 
O.F. Dixons review of the 
Firearms Act — | tried not to, 
| just have to make a couple of 
comments, shouldn't take 
than a couple of pages! 
| don't know whether thi 
slanderous or not but after rei 
the report | conclude that 
author was biased (against fin 
ownership) before he _ sta 
biased all the way through 
blantantly biased at the 

Not only that, but there 
NOT ONE STATISTICAL SH 
OF EVIDENCE PROFERRED 
BACK UP HIS BLATHERP 
| quote from page 4:— 

Although some benefit could perhaps 
been gained by visiting other States and 
first hand the operation of their legis! 
it was considered the wide differences b 
the law and practice in each State would 
such an investigation of limited value. 


and that to me is indicative 
certain amount of narrowmini 
ness as well. 
Dixon obviously used 
Hardings book as his bible 
quotes it glowingly and freely. 
be fair to Harding, his book is 
of admitted hypothesis which, 
so said Harding, need a lot oF 
search to back them up. Dé& 
ignores the fact that they are v 
and not facts and then goes fu 














































































dismiss the S.S.A.A. submission, 

ich was full of statistics and case 
istories, as the work of a fanatical 
isguided minority! 


On right of appeal to a magistrate 
he report said, “Magistrates deal only 
ith the FACTS of the particular appeal 
wy are hearing and the views of individual 
jagistrates vary enormously on what they 
insider may be ‘a good reason’ for granting a 
icence.”’ ete. etc. 

“For the reasons stated | am of the opinion 
@ present right of appeal to a magistrate 
jould not be allowed to continue,” 


And then on page 76 :— 


It was put to me by the Sporting Shooters’ 
sociation there should be introduced in high 
hools a series of lectures instructing all 
dents in the basic safety requirements of 
rearm handling. At first glance this may 
pear an attractive proposition, but one result 
f it might be to encourage positively an int- 
est in firearms by many young people who 
ight otherwise show no such concern. In 

dition, instructors from certain clubs might 
@ such instruction periods as a vehicle for 
doctrinating the young with the desirability 
if owning firearms. For these reasons | do not 
ommend any such courses in schools.” 

That little gem speaks for itself. 

} doubt that any comment of mine 
ould do it justice, 

| could quote on and on ad infin- 

all finish with the re- 
ing glory, on page 95 is 


Does harsh, unjust Firearms Legislation concern you? 
Will you allow the Government to confiscate your firearms? 
NOW IS THE TIME TO STAND UP AND BE COUNTED 
by those who make the Laws — The Politicians. 
OWNERS OF FIREARMS UNITED are fighting for your rights 
JOIN NOW: FEES $2.00 per year. 


O.F.U. (N.S.W.) P.O. Box 256, Wyong, N.S.W. 2259. 
O.F.U, (Vic.) P.O, Box 126, Shepparton, Victoria, 3630, 


Date of Birth............ 


ee ee 


ES eee | 


of all things, a newspaper report on 
the drama, according to the media 
whom weall know makes mountains 
out of firearm molehills — of a 15- 
year old boy who was ‘nearly’ shot 
by police while playing with a 
replica machine gun. | ask you, 
what place has a newspaper drama- 
tisation in the reviews of State Leg- 
islation, 

Changing the subject, but. not the 
the State, | hear that W.A. is intro- 
ducing a bond system for people 
who cause trouble while under the 
influence of alcohol. No doubt this 


OOS OCOSOOOSSSSSOOSSOCODODLOOOOOOSOOSSOONONS 
SUBSCRIBE NOW 


For just one $2.00 subscription you can be a life member of the Queensland Firearm Owners’: 
Association, an organisation formed with the aim of educating the public, and politicians, to the 
absurdities of the bulk of the anti-firearm publicity, and to publicise statistics showing that: 
restrictive legislation does not achieve its purported aims, 


\, Mr Mrs Ms Miss 


1 blue collar 
1 white collar 
C executive 


position 


O other 


| volunteer to represent QFOA in my electorate to 


Lobbying my local memiber 


1 Allowing my name to be quoted as a supporter of QFOA 
D Un-named silent statistic for QFOA 


My interest in firearms concerns 
(please tick as appropriate) 
O rimfire rifles 
O semi-auto rimfire rifles 
O centerfire rifles 
CO sem}-auto centerfire rifles 


Signature of applicant 


‘The above is totally confidential and individual details 


shotguns 
O pistols 
muzzieloaders 


the level of 3 


collecting 
target shooting 
hunting 

business use 
home protection 


will not be divulged to anyone. 


Queensland Firearm Owners Association, P.O, Box 444, Gympie, 4570. 
eeeeococess: 


OdCoCC00000000000 
Lock 


will get the drinking community 
‘up in arms’. 

The idea is that a person con- 
victed for anything while under the 
influence will, in addition to the 
regular penalty, be put on a bond 
for a period of time not to drink, 
own, or purchase alcoholic 
beverages. 

!f they can get it to work, | 
would predict that deaths caused 
by firearms in domestic brawls and 
suicides will definitely fall. So will 
deaths by knifings, but no-one will 
notice that. 

Imagine, the Dixon report re- 
commendations implemented and 
the alcoho! bond system starts at 
the same time. Firearm deaths 
reduce dramatically, whoopee, the 
anti-gunners would finally have a 
statistic! 


The Black Powder Scene and 
Gun, Nuts & Springs missed the 
deadline for this issue but will no 


$ doubt make it easily by Edition 6. 


Response to the writers com- 
petition was not too well patron- 
ised but after much head scratching 
Wwe should: have the result‘ an- 
nounced in the next issue. 
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from page 9 


dunny-cleaner. Guess what, I have | PRESS RELEASE SENATOR GARETH EVA 
fired and reloaded four times, a test SHADOW ATTORNEY-GENEI 
batch of 1%oz. loads, no less. Also, 4 AUGUST 18 
the same experts say you must have 

a hundred bucks plus reloading LABOR ATTACKS GOVERNMENT INACTION 

press. Now the gun shops have lots ON GUN LAWS 


of traded in super simplex presses — 
they are like bums, everyone has 
one. So weld on a few nuts with 


reads to suit U.S. dies, stick ona is aod 
reads - “This issue was not on the agenda, nor was it raised, at the Standl 
U.S. type primer arm and you have 


a $20 Turret press that will do all Committee of Attorneys-General Meeting held in Cairns last week 
that the expensive ones will do. “The State and Commonwealth Law Ministers have been talk 
But, you have to have a gol! about the issue, or promising to talk about it, on and off since 19 
but no visible progress has been made for the last 10 years. 

“There are no national rules controlling inter-state sales, and wit 
the States there are bewildering variations in the rules. 
Mag. It’s heavy kicking, even with “There are only two States, South Australia and Western Austra 
light loads, big, hard to move beast which require both the registration of guns and the licensing of own 
but it’s fun to shoot. Now all my “In another two States, Queensland and Tasmania, there has been 
fellow shooters laugh and use Mod | attempt at all to register guns, or to impose any restrictions, except 
59 S & Ws, K 38s or S.1.G.s in .38 | age, on those who own them. 


Senator Gareth Evans today attacked the failure of the Fede 
Government to act on the need for uniform gun legislation. 


I know I am being perverse, but I 
am currently shooting police and 
service match with my Mod .29 .44 


or .32, I'll never get to A Grade or “The result is that it is simply impossible to know how many guns 
win off gun but I bet I enjoy myself | what sort are owned by how many Australians.” 

as much as the purists and people | Senator Evans said that the Minister for Administrative Services, 
to whom winning is more import- | Newman, had to share some of the blame with the Attorney-Gene 


ant than competing. Senator Durack. 
“ 
Over Easter, I stayed at “Bush- “We were told, with appropriate media fanfare, that a Meeting 
a i 
Bee teak, at Uki, N.S.W. | 99 May 1981 of the Police Ministers Council, which includes & 
Beene tA TILE and trap range #8 | Minister for Administrative Services, would look at ironing out the | 
available for guests along with a sare mies 
of uniformity in State gun laws. 
Beretta over and under shot gun. z é 
In fact the only outcome of that Meeting was the announcement 
Over four days I used my ugly cam- 26% : F 
s we the Commonwealth of its intention to use its Customs powers to p 
ouflage painted Mod 97 Winchester J - s a age a 
Trench Gun and lent it to anyone hibit the import of semi-automatic military-type weapons. 
who wanted to use it. Admittedly “This will go some way to preventing violence in Australia by ing 
we were only shooting singles going | National terrorists, but it will do nothing to prevent the ‘lone assass 
straight out, but it is on record that | syndrome responsible for the shooting of President Reagan 
my rough old war horse busted | numerous other successful and attempted assassinations, and nothing 
more clays than the $2,500 Stack | prevent the increase in armed hold-ups and gun-sponsored acts 
Barrel. I must add, not by me. In ] violence. 
fact a 13 year old lad, called Scott, | “Unless positive steps are taken towards tough, uniform gun la 
beat all comers hands down on } australia it is only a matter of time before we see here a repeat pe 
clays using my old pump. 
Well that’s about it for now, all 
these random snippets are listed for 


ho like to d. 
thing, Tf ale meen oie as For further information contact: Senator Gareth Evans 


it and don’t worry about the Parliament House 

Marquis of Queensbury rules. Go CANBERRA ACT. 

to it and good shooting. e 
62 Lock Stock & Harrel, June - July 1982 


formance of the shootings which have become such an ugly part 
public life overseas,” 
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eight then you have to lubricate, 
heck, and size them. Not all these 
Serations are necessary or even desirable 
der all circumstances. Obviously you 
only use gaschecks on bullets that are 
ecifically designed to take them. The 
erse is not true in that you can use 
Nets that are designed for gaschecks, 
thout them, but | have not been able to 
= acceptable accuracy out of them 
thout the gaschecks when they are 
signed to take them. 

Sizing is another yariable, the best 
erature that | have been able to round 
= are in agreement that the less sizing 
e better and the nearer groove diameter 
Su can cast your bullets the better the 
scuracy you will get. The next problem 
the sizing saga, when you are trying to 
t off the ground, is that sizing kits both 
simple “Lee” and for the press types, 
e in nominal sizes only and some 
ddification usually has to be made to 
eir internal diameter to make them 
2 {t is a fairly precise task and will 
ually require the use of a lathe as you 
ll only be taking out a thou’ or two so | 
on’t advise sticking the trusty “Black & 
ker” down its throat and whipping a 
jt out, 

The thing to do is size one and mea- 
re it accurately. Once you know what 
ze the actual groove diameter of the 
rrel is, you adjust the sizing die to start 
exactly groove diameter, then shoot a 
for a group. If you are not happy 
id all other things being equal open the 
e up one thou’, Experience has shown, 
at the greatest majority of rifles shoot 
t with bullets from exactly groove 
ameter to about three thousands of an 
ch over groove diameter. 

The third thing to do is ensure that the 
mschecks, if you are using them, are 
guarely seated on the base of the bullet, 
nis is done automatically if you use a 
ess type lubricator sizer but if you are 
por like me then a compromise must be 
The method I use is to bore a 














































Bullets used in the tests from left 
to right: 500 gn Lee, 218 gn Saeco, 
160 gn Lee and 500 gn Lyman. 






neat hole for the calibre in a piece of 
wood, being loose enough to press a 
bullet nose first, into the hole and of a 
depth such that a % of an inch is left 
showing, manually put the gascheck on 
the base of the bullet, put a piece of 
wood over the top and tap it with a 
hammer — this will seat the gascheck 
firmly waiting for the next operation. 

The fourth and final thing to do 
before we actually load some of these 
damned things is to lubricate them. Now 
— the witch’s hunt is really on, there are 
several recognised brands of bullet 
lubricant on the market — they are all 
good as far as | am aware, though | have 
only tried a few of them but | have 
friends who have given all | know of a fly 
at some time or another. We have all 
settled on our favourite one for one 
feason or another, some are too sticky in 
hot weather or they were too dry or some 
other minor complaint. The private 
recipes for Jubricants, well there are as 
many as you have time to look for, [ am 
happy with the brew that | pinched years 
ago from a muzzle-loading mate of mine. 
It is half superfry and half beeswax, it 
starts off a creamy white but after a few 
burns it is a nice chocolate brown but 
that does not scem to have any effect on 
its lubricating qualities, 

Somewhere {| read that if your lubri- 
cant was working properly you would get 
a smear of jt at the muzzle of your rifle, 
now | don’t get this so | thought | may be 
doing something wrong!! The article in 
question said that lithium based grease 
was a good lubricant if you put a thin 
smear on the base of the bullet when 
loading, remembering of course that you 
will need some separation between the 
sticky bullet base and the powder. Kapoc 
— dacron — card — cord — etc, anything 
you like, anyway I gave this a fly in the 
.458 win mag — | got the smudge of lube 
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at the muzzle o.k. but the accuracy went 
to hell!!! 1 thought — too much grease, 
so | tried some more with less grease and 
this went on with the accuracy improving 
the less grease | put on until the best acc- 
uracy was again obtained with no grease 
and that was where | started! 

Anyway | don’t have a press to size 
with, just a “Lee” you hit with a soft 
hammer. It works just fine so long as you 
keep your fingers out of the way. My 
method is to melt the lube in an old tob- 
acco tin, dip the bullets in, and whack 
them through the sizer when they are 
cool, the excess lube is returned to the tin 
and the gaschecks are nicely crimped at 
the same time, 

Hey! We have finally got something 
to stick into the nose of all those empty 
cases you have waiting there, | don’t 
intend to bore you with all the nitty-gritty 
on how | came up with the various loads 
quoted here but they were all shot on 
SSAA Rifle Ranges in Melbourne and 
Canberra over the last ten years or so, 


The accompanying photographs are of 
some of the good groups shot — they are 
mostly .30 cal. All loads were chrono« 
graphed and the velocities quoted are an 
average of five shots, As | have said 
before, the bullets in any one test are all 
within .5 of a grain of each other but may 
vary up to 5 grains from the nominal 
weight supposedly produced by the 
mould. 

All loads were completely safe in the 
rifles used as most are severely reduced, 
The exception is the 218 grain bullet in 
.303 which can be driven to its maximum 
of about 2700 fps and this is a pressure 
limit also, so if you are using this load, 
approach the maximum with caution, 

Some very useful loads can be worked 
up using paper patched bullets. | do not 
intend to go into this-subject as | have 
only very limited experience with it. The 
63 


problem is getting moulds to cast bullets 
small enough to paper patch up to the 
required calibre, 

I took ten 160 grain “Lee” hard cast 
bullets and turned them down in a lathe 
to .301” diameter and paper patched 
them up to .308, you do not lube these 
bullets or bother with gaschecks, just 
paper patch them and spray with 
“Teflon” spray. 

You then put them through the sizer 
and load them in the normal way ensur- 
ing that there is about 4 inch of paper 
showing to go into the forcing cone when 
chambered. The results of the two five 
shot groups were very encouraging and 
showed definite promise. But you would 
have to admit that turning down 
individual bullets one at a time has 
whiskers on it. Lyman do make two .30 
cal bullet moulds for paper patching but 
as far as | am able to ascertain they are 
unprocurable in Australia without a very 
lengthy delay — if you ever get them. 


Anyway the results prompted me to 
take .308” bullets and paper patch them 
up to .313” to use in the SMLE. As was 
expected they performed very accurately 
considering they were shot with iron 
sights and a primitive rest, 

The velocity of course can be pushed 
up to jacketed bullet levels in those 
cartridges with the powder space and 
yelocity potential, without leading or any 
other nasties occurring. In fact | have a 
mate with a .300 Win Mag in a Sako and 
we loaded five turned down 160 grainers, 
paper patched in front of 700 grains of 
4831 which were chronographed at 2950 
fps without any sign of lead, The accu- 
facy was good enough to hit a 200 
gram coffee tin full of water at 100 yds — 
$0 not too bad. So the paper patching is 





ur shots only with the SMLE with 17 grains 4759 not 


too good!!! 
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BULLET WT. GNS. 














probably worth more investigation if you 
think it may be your bag. 

The performance on Australian game 
at moderate ranges by these bullets is 
excellent. If you limit your shooting to 
a maximum of 200 yds then the reduced 
velocity and the resultant greater traject- 
ory is not a real problem, Most cast 
bullets, because of their shape, have very 
poor ballistic co-efficiency so they don’t 
hold their velocity well and as a result 
your range Is limited if you're not a good 
estimator of distance. 

The exception to this is in the heavy 
-450 cal, where lead bullets can be driven 
at maximum velocity for the cartridge. | 
tend not to do this because the recoil isa 
bit fierce and the power is just not 
required. 


POWDER 


:303 218 4759 ivi 1600 
-303 218 4759 20 1950 
303 218 4198 24 2000 
303 218 WwW760 37 2200 
-308 160 4759 19 1850, 
-308 160 3031 30 2100 
-308 160 RE7 25 2000 
308 160 4320 26 1800 
444 240 H2400 24 1700 
A444 240 Green Dot 15.5 1550 
444 240 47159 19 1600 
444 240 Unique 7 1650 
450/577 500 Nobel Rev 1 24 1350 
450/577 500 4759 34 1550 
450/577 500 2400 19 1400 
450/577 500 4227 21 1450 
458 Win 500 4198 48 1750 
.458 Win 500 A159 40 1650. 
458 Win 500 3031 66 2150 
.458 Win 500 ww748 80,5 2200 
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A good load in the .458 Win mag # 
you want to run hot is 80.5 grai 
WW748 behind the 500 grains 
gascheck linotype bullet for 2200 fps) 
that is over 24 tons of very de 
muzzle-energy. | have shot two bull 
in the Northern Territory with 
bullets, the first one was side on at 
60ft, the bullet broke both shoulders 
was about 75 cal. stuck under the skin 
the opposite side. He died inst 
The other one was quartering fro 
at about 500 yds. | shot for the gap 
tween shoulder and neck, the b 
ripped through the entire diagonal lea 
of the animal and came out about a 
behind the last rib on the opposite 
The exit hole was about an inch a 
half_across_and_bled_profusely. 


The best I have ever shot with cast bullets a little over 





an inch with the .308 and 19 grains of 4759. 
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completed our testing with this rifle. We 
got the thing to shoot into about 2 inches 
at 50 yds. and said that would do for a 
shooting trip the following weekend. We 
have yet to get back to it, | think better 
accuracy is possible with a little more 
experimentation. 

The old .450/577 Martini Henry has 
accounted for more than its fair share of 












pigs and | shoot 34 grains of SR 4759 


Cast from purelead plus some bar solder, 





the bullet hole with very little bruising. 
The two .30's are good light game 
rifles and the SMLE has been very sev- 






t for the flyer, for the 

old SMLE with 20 grains of 4759. 
buff staggered about 10ft. and went 
down permanently. | was therefore very 
pleased with the performance of these 
bullets, they killed as good as their 
jacketed counterparts where the pene- 
tration of thick skin and very heavy bone 
is not required, 

The .444 Marlin has given a good 
account of itself on 'roos, | use a 240 
grainer driven at 1700 fps ahead of 24 
grains of H2400. It really tears a track 
through a roo but body shots don't 
come out and even one poorly hit will 
not carry it far. Once again the rifle 
is iron sighted. and range (for me anyway) 
must be kept to about 150yds. The 
Marlin, with its 12 land microgrooved 
rifling, gave the worst accuracy with cast 
bullets and yet it is quite acceptable with 
jacketed bullets. We have not as yet 
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erely cut down so it is a light mountain 
rifle when | go after goats. | carry more 
than my fair share of extra weight so any 
help | can get from elsewhere is apprec- 
fated, They also perform well for 
shooting ‘roos, usually going through but 
without much damage to meat or hide. 

Cleaning — | clean the same as for 
jacketed bullets but the cleaning is so 
much easier, you are only worried about 
powder fouling because there should be 
no metal fouling. If during experiment- 
ation, you too successfully lead up a 
barrel, then there arc two ways of getting 
it out — one casy and one hard. The hard 
way is elbow grease and something like 
“Mottys” rifle paste and slave away until 
all the lead is gone. The second and 





Goer GROUP 
bse Wei 


behind the 500 grain Lyman for 1550 fps. 


in other words fairly soft, they are magic 
on porkers out to 100 yds. They always 
go through but you can eat right up to’ 









































somewhat easier way is to fire two or 
three jacketed: rounds through the barrel 
after_the rough has been removed, then 
thoroughly clean out the copper fouling 
and you will find the lead is gone too, 

Space filling in partially filled cases — 
of the recognised fillers namely kapok 
and dacron, | prefer dacron because it 
seems to give more bulk and it is less 
subject to moisture absorption, Half toa 
third of a grain is usually plenty to keep 
the powder where it belongs, back against 
the primer and away from possible con- 
tamination by coming in contact with 
lube or grease on the bullet base, 

Another very successful one | use with 
straight sided cases like the .444 and the 
458 Win mag is a 44” sheet of poly- 
styrene. You put your powder charge in 
the case and then push the case through 
the foam sheet. It makes a neat hole and 
you have a perfect 4” thick wad inside 
the case. | just push the wad down into 
the case with a dowel until it is seated on 
the powder and then load the bullets over 
the top. The foam plastic just disappears 
on firing and does not leave any residue. 





Well, | think that is about it, you can 
have yourself a ton of fun for a limited 
expense out of cast bullets even if you 
just shoot them up the paddock but 
remember they perform very well on 
game too, if you use some common sense 
and recognise their limitations. After all, 
what did our forefathers use for bullets 
prior to the turn of the century when all 
manner of game was successfully 
harvested by them? @ 
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Australian law. 
Tam sure that L.S. & B. readers may 
find the enclosed interesting, if not 
beneficial. 


under Your protection, 

2 To prevent the commission, centin- 
_yation, completion or repetition of an 
“indictable offence, (i.e. an offence 
which Boe before a judge and jury), 
such 4s murder, rape, aggravated bur- 
assault, (i.e. committed with 
ofa ke armed robbery, 


inocent by- 
or from, 


shooting 


4, Not exceeding the force necessary 
under the circumstances. (You cannot 
expedite the demise of a shoplifter or 
chicken thief!) 


Letters to the Editor - 


May I also commend you on the ever- 
increasing standard of your publication. 
I look forward immensely to every new 
copy, and continually revert back to the 
old ones. You have a poignant command 
of using the English language to get your 
point across. My heartiest compliments. 

Anon 


(Thanks, you haven't done too badly 
yourself. 
Malcolm.) 


FIREARMS AND SELF-DEFENCE 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Many firearm owners in Australia seem 
to be confused regarding the use of fire- 
arms for self defence. Hollywood is a 
contributor to much of the perplexity, 
indeed, much of the fallacy, surrounding 


this issue. Many Australians, under- 
standably, but nevertheless wrongly, 
apply U.S. laws and conditions when 


interpreting the use of firearms for self 
defence, 

In those Australian states where reg- 
istration and/or licensing of firearms 
exists, quite often a bona-fide reason 
must be given by the aspiring firearm 
owner as to why he wants a firearm. 
SELF DEFENCE IS NOT A REASON. 

Should you ever be in the unfortunate 
situation whereby you have to make use 
of a firearm against another person, care- 
fully consider the following points, which 
incidentally, apply to police, security 
guards and the private citizen. 

You would probzbly not be criminally 
liable if your action was:— 

1, In reasonable self defence, or in 


The paramount rule to any occasion 
involving the use of a firearm under any 
circumstances, including the above, is 
that COMMON SENSE must prevail, 

Remember well, any incidents involy- 
ing the use of a firearm will be the subject 
of a thorough police investigation, and in 
the event of your victim departing this 
world for the next, YOU WILL BE 
CHARGED WITH MURDER, whatever 
your reasons were for firing. {t is then up 
to a judge and jury to possibly acquit 
you. This also applies should you only 
injure the victim. It is not, as Hollywood 
suggests, whereby you eradicate your 
victim and decamp, leaving the mess and 
corpse(s) for a third party to clean up. 

It is worth noting too, the pointing of 
a loaded OR UNLOADED firearm at 
another person is an assault. That the 
weapon is unloaded is totally irrelevant. 

None of the above should deter you 
from using your firearm, as long as you 
are convinced that you are acting within 
the scope of the above points. Irrespons- 
ible use of a firearm under such circum- 
stances can only serve to titillate the 
imagination and enthusiasm of the media, 
create negative publicity with the public 
and inflame the passions of hunters and 
shooters everywhere. 

It is worth mentioning that criminals, 
by their very nature, do not abide by 
these rules, and contrary to popular 
belief, there is no mention anywhere 
that upon using a firearm in self defence, 
you must only wound your victim. This 
is a silly misconception, best countered 
by the attitude that if a criminal uses a 
firearm against you and is mortally 
wounded by your retaliation, then it's his 


66 Lock Stock & Barrel, June - July 1982 


“defence of those! forthe Rime Benia 







































bad luck.” To counter this. 
another way, why da police she 
tanges use silhouettes as targets al 
bull’s eye is located over the 

We Australians enjoy a (diniinis| 
right of being allowed to keep arms 
by law can use them for self defer 
The cardinal rule of COMMON SE 
applies at all times, whether for spo 
in the event of self defence. A fire 
must be used with the greatest discs 
ination and care, not in an irrati 
moment of mental weakness as this 
only jeopardise civilian firearm owner 
and Lord knows there's enough rath 
around at present doing their utmost. 
fuel the opponents fire, 


Dear Malcolm, 
My order of back issues 1 and 2 ¢ 
in a couple of days ago. They are tne 
endous reading and I look forward 
your No. 4, There is no doubt that 
are producing the best gun magazin 
Australia today. 
My intention in writing is not so 
to congratulate you (I'm one of the Si 
Majority and usually show my appre 
with my money — or otherwise). TI 
were a couple of points | wanted to ra 

Point 1: I had a couple of 
contacts in the Australian Federal P 
They were responsible for the passing 
otherwise, of firearms imported 
Australia. I’m not too certain just 
their powers were regarding large ca 
mercial imports. However, they 
posedly checked all private impa 
Maybe two years ago I was advised not 
import any revolving carbines, since th 
would soon be a banned import. 
reason being that they supposedly 
came “untimed”, and could put a bi 
out along the side of the barrel, 
causing great grief to all concerned, Ne 
T don’t know the truth of this stateme 
but it is interesting in the light of ya 
Queensland bans. 

You wrote a most interesting ai 
titled “How to Bury Your Treasure’, 
considered a similar article for 
magazine some while ago. However, 
held off for a reason that I will explai 
a minute. However, before I do th 
would like to make a suggestion. Rath 
than going to all the trouble of buyi 
large pyc tube and filling with inert 
as per your instructions, why not get, 
smaller (and cheaper) tube, seal one s 
as you described. and fill with pure 
oil. Into this you could put all the me 
work, and then seal the other end, 









il filled, there should be no rust. Nor 

ould there be any tendency for conden- 
sation or water penetration. The wood- 
work could be stored separately. As it is 
‘not illegal to own rifle stocks, you could 
‘be a collector of gun stocks. If you are 
concerned about the stocks indicating 
what “goodies” you have planted, get a 
Bren gun stock, or a 4” mortar base plate, 
or a Boyes anti-tank gun stock as well, to 
liven things up a bit. These could be kept 
in your lounge, library or study and 
would doubtless add to the merriment 
during the big roundup. 

Our reason for not running the plant- 
ing article was as follows. If you analyse 
the situation, the provident are buying 
their firearms to prevent confiscation. I 
expect that any such Act would be 
backed up with a law saying that to haye 
in one’s possession an unlicensed firearm 
would be a criminal act. Probably such a 
crime as to earn you 5 to 10 years inside 
four thick walls. What price then, having 
a firearm? You couldn’t ever dig it up for 
fear of a very long holiday at the Govern- 
ment’s expense. You would never be 
game to tell even your best mate for fear 
of being dobbed. Such a plant would be 
a total liability! Such a law is already in 
force in Zimbabwe. I don’t know how 
much good it has done to date, but those 
who have “planted” must be having sleep- 
less nights. You would always live in fear 
that somewhere, inside or outside the 
tube, there was a set of your finger prints. 
Td guess that once a cache was found, 
your prints would be enough to put you 
inside. Bear in mind that anyone hiding a 
firearm would be showing criminal intent. 
Otherwise, why hide it? 

I think that this should be aired 
publically. Far better to inform all fire- 
arm owners and get them writing to 
politicians. It is better to stop the law 
than try and circumvent it. 

If that fails, or looks as though it is 
going to fail, then is the time to go to 
print on how to make firearms. As you 
would appreciate, it isn’t hard to make a 
pistol or rifle, even if you have to start 
from scratch. The “boys in blue” can’t 
go around confiscating every 4” steel rod 
and 7/32” twist drill in the country. 
Better to make the weapons later. 

We are still thinking about the whole 
thing, but our initial impression is to try 
and defeat the Act, rather than circumvent 
it. 





Lastly, on page 24, Issue 2, “The 
Black Powder Scene”, third column. 
second last par. there is an omission. 





Quote “54 and 58 calibre rifles usually 
use FF (or 2F) powder while smaller 
bores usually use FFF (or F) powder.” 
End quote. Omitted is “3”, best known 
down here as “Triple F”. Only a little 
thing, but important to the uninitiated. 
T’ve been a muzzle loader for years and 
read the articles with a great deal of 
interest. I made my first 45 rifle and am 
slowly working on my second. As far as I 
personally am concerned, it is the only 
way to shoot (targets that is). Still, each 
for his own. 
All the best, 
W.J. Tarplee, 
ACT. 


Apparently the oil filled tube does not 
guarantee freedom from rusting. Prob- 
ably depends on the oil used — there is 
special protective oil which would be O.K. 
but engine oil etc, may have microscopic 
water droplets in solution. 


Storing and hiding a firearm certainly 
does not have to indicate criminal intent. 
Here in coastal Queensland where rust is 
an eternal problem, storage in the pye 
tube is an excellent option, Hiding the 
tube would have to be the best cost- 
effective method and be as realiable as 
any for preventing theft. 

Malcolm. 


Dear Sir, 

In Australia at this present time, and 
with our present system of law and order, 
an individual must be very careful in the 
AMOUNT of force he uses to defend 
himself against any violent attack, And 
he, not the victim, may at a later time be 
required to appear before a court and 
justify his actions and the amount of 
force used to defend himself, And this is 


Trust O’Reilly to want his twins when the duck 
hunting season opens. 


ER em oom, 


i 
a 


E. 
i 
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quite a reasonable state of affairs which 
safeguards everybody's rights and puts a 
damper on the abuse of force. How 
would you like it if you accidently trod 
on somebody’s toe and the “victim” 
promptly punched you in the mouth, and 
then his friends proceeded to lay into you 
also! Excessive use of force, or merely 
defending his integrity? 

But now we come to examine what 
happens in a community when respect for 
the law is undermined, when the law is 
seen by the community as ineffective in 
controlling crime. When the “justice” 
from our courts lacks the credibility of 
the community. In circumstances such as 
these, individuals are a lot less likely to 
tely on the existing system of “law and 
order’? (which they see as ineffective). 
They are more likely to “take the law 
into their own hands” in their desper- 
ation to defend their integrity. This is a 
very dangerous situation indeed. 


Tasmania has gone from a good pro- 
gressive Labor Government under 
Cosgrove and Reece to its present chaotic 
condition where the party is controlled 
by union representation of leftwing and 
admitted communist persuasion. 

These people have found that by 
lending an ear to these so called consery- 
ation groups has been a good vote catcher. 
Tasmania currently has 28% of its total 
area under National Park and 9.2% 
unemployment. Unemploymient is still 
increasing and so is the movement for 
more national park. Perhaps this will 
explain why Queenslanders parochial 
attitude that “this is the greatest State” 
and “let Tasmania sink” is irksome to me. 
God help Queensland if the conservation 
group gains the same kind of power 
here. 

After getting that whinge off my 
chest, congratulations on a fine magazine 
and your pro-gun attitude. 
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The whole fabric of our society 
depends upon an effective system of law 
and order, to maintain a just and egal- 
ifarian (equal) system of living. Yet to 
repeat again, if the authorities are unable 
(the police) and/or unwilling (the judic- 
ary) to curb the soaring crime rate in our 
community, then law and order will fall 
by the wayside (to be replaced, more 
likely through opportunity, by total- 
itarian authoritism — the seeds of which 
are already with us in the anti-gun lobby!) 
Freedom is a very precious commodi 
not to be taken for granted! But to be 
guarded vigilantly. 

Tt is not so important that justice be 
seen to be done, as it is for justice to be 
done in deed! 

W.T. Caygill, 
W.A. 
Dear Sir, 

Thank you for publishing my letter 
LS&B Apr-May, If I have offended you 
please accept my apologies. 

Please understand that | am not anti- 
conservation, the opposite in fact, but I 
am anti-groups who purport wrongfully, 
in most cases, to be conservationists. 
The list of stupid loss of breeding and 
feeding grounds plus the banning of 
hunting by making national parks and 
conservation areas in Tasmania is virtually 
limitless. This has been brought about by 
groups such as the Wilderness Society, 
Bushwalkers & Field Naturalists lobbying 
under the group of Conservationists. 
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At one time I did a lot of stock 
making, an interesting English double 1 
restocked (haven't my records with me so 
can’t quote make) had beautiful damas- 
cus barrels with tiny red flecks in it. A 
friend had comprehensive reference 
books and on perusal we found (I think 
in Greeners — The Shotgun Vol. 1) that 
these barrels were made in Belgium for 
the English gun trade. The method was 
to forge weld a bundle of mild steel rods, 
this was squared and twisted then flat- 
tened into a strip and folded. After a set 
number of squaring. twisting, flattening 
and folding, fine copper filings were 
sprinkled on during the final folding 
operations. When the strip was finally 
forge welded around a mandrel, the 
copper showed up as tiny red flecks and 
was called Rose Pattern Damascus, Very 
attractive after browning. 

Re damascus barrel strength, at one 
time Purdeys offered a service whereby 
they would reprove their damascus 
barrelled guns and issue a certificate 
saying the guns were safe for smokeless 
powder, if the barrels failed, a rebarrelling, 
at a price, service was offered. 

Economy World Wide Hunting Battery 
taises some interesting points but failed 
to list safety warnings. Nato 7.62mm 
ammo is loaded to around 2760fps at 
45-47.000 psi. .308 Winchester and its 
family is loaded to 48-50,000 psi. The 
Lee-Enfield actions, Metford through 
No.4, were designed to handle 42,000 psi. 
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I have personally seen a No. 4 th: 
blown up using an oyetload in a 3 
case and read of a Sako L.E. blowi 
in 243 Winchester with serious inj 
the shooters face. The Lee-Enfield is 
and very efficient if used in the o 
pressure limitations. 

I find your articles on bore si: 
groove size projectiles interesting, At. 
time | had the use of a 12ga .303 Fe: 
Drilling, couldn’t afford the price unt 
unately, could only get .308 150gr 
jectiles at the time, so loaded th 
front of 38gr AR2201. These loads 
showed any pressure signs and seem 
work well — the longest shot taken ws 
kill a native hen (Triberex) at a me: 
300 yards. Being only an average 
was well pleased with this perfor 
with open sights. Perhaps in ful 
articles you will describe accuracy pi 
tials. Incidently never got aroun 
checking the bore size of the Ferla 
cannot say if it was .303 as in 
military barrels or .301 as in heavy t 
barrels made by Lithgow Small A 

In closing 1 once again congrat 
you and long may you continue 
fight against the anti-gun lobby. 

Barry |, A 


“Long may I continue to fight . . 

I guess it’s a realistic attitude but I 
aspire to a short fight — we win, and 
anté-gun attitude to be put to rest fi 
time (then I can do more shoo: 
Ah well, such inborn super-opti) 
can't go entirely unrewarded, can 
Yes, am partway through a fu 
article on the practical application 
bore sized bullets, 
Male 


Dear Malcolm, 

This is more or less a continuati 
my letter last week, It relates to my 
Perth, in early January this year and 
observations of the strict gun laws 
exist there. I flew over on an Apex 
for 10 days and didn’t have transpot 
get about as much as I would have | 

Malcolm, you would be entirely 
if you thought that the greater majj 
of shooters opposed the gun laws. Fi 
for yourself. 

The problem in W.A. seems ta 
psychological I think, They, (the sho 
have been programmed into these 
conditions for so long by the police 
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that they have come to accept them as a 
way of life. It is only in the last couple 
of years the thinkers are realising that 
things are not so good and are trying to 
tock the boat. Most of the others who 
have probably not had any conflict with 
the law are not trying to rock the boat. 
To them their world is good, they can 
buy and own firearms, but cannot com- 
pare things with a better world outside. 
The example is that idiot who wrote 
that article for Sporting Shooter. 

Several people 1 met, including gun 
shop owners, openly said, “We don't 
mind gun registration”. (In Victoria it’s a 
dirty word.) Some stated they believed 
that firearms should be registered. The 
fellow I was staying with who had 7 or 8 
guns, told me that in W.A. the owning of 
firearms was considered a privilege and 
NOT a right. Appalling isn’t it? Now 
this was only in a short space of time, if 1 
had have been there longer the percentage 





of non thinkers | met would have been 
higher. 

As to some of the laws, you may 
already be acquainted with them. No- 
body can buy any components, powder, 
primers, ammo etc, that doesn’t match 
the firearms listed on the licence and all 
purchases of this type have to be signed 
for. If you don’t own a .22rf you can't 
buy any 22rf ammo ete. ete. You can’t 
buy 7mm Homady if no 7mm rifle. If 
no air rifle you can’t buy rifle slugs, ete. 
Once you become known to the shop and 
are considered safe. you can usually get 
these extras. What the shops fear most is 
a police trap — a cop posing as a shooter 
with no licence. The shop could have 
big problems. 

Farm letters have to be appropriate for 
the particular grade of licence, a bigger 
property fora high power licence and not 
less than a specific milage from Perth (for 
the city shooters). When these letters go 
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back to the particular district, the police- 
man will then inspect the property for 
suitability. He might also visit the adjoin- 
ing farms and say to the owners, “Do you 
know that so & so has given permission 
for a shooter to shoot on his property, 
This could damage your stock, put holes 
in your water tanks, you don’t want this 
to happen do you?” Now if he pulls this 
stunt and the answer is NO then the 
application is refused. These farm letters 
are regarded mostly as nuisance value by 
most shooters. My host didn’t worry 
about them, he didn’t mind the stuffing 
about with ammo and agreed with the 
privilege viewpoint. In general I found 
the gun laws very depressing. 

On the credit side I was able to 
liberate 4 rifles from there, all from gun- 
shops. This was rather easy, all I had to 
do was pay for them, produce my 
shooters licence (Vic.) and they would 
forward them home to me — didn’t want 
69 


to tug 4 rifles on to the aircraft anyway. 
One of these was a No, 1 Ruger 458 Mag 
in asnew condition and, so the story goes, 
it had been on the market for about 18 
months, The police wouldn’t give anyone 
a permit to buy such a high powered 
calibre. The gunsmith even offered, for 
one fellow, to take the barrel out set it 
back a bit, and rechamber it to 45-70 so 
he could get it on a low power licence. 
How does that grab you??? So | bought 
the bloody thing myself — $400. 

Have been trying it out a little, mostly 
with hand loads. Tried some factory 
loads last week, not as bad as | thought 
but my arm was tingling after 5 shots — 
more like an improved 45-70, 

Enough for now Malcolm, this has 
taken 3 nights with my bad typing. 

Regards, 

V. Bennett, 
Vic. 


Well, suppose I should iry to get a club 
going and agitate for hunting grounds my- 
self? 

Spoke to Kevin Caiminos briefly on 
the subject of a gun club. He is president 
of S.S.A.A.W.A. and secretary (Gen. Sec.) 
of my union, He was enthusiastic but has 
a bit of trouble at the moment with 
blasted usurpers. 

Wrote to the Premier (Lib.) and local 
Member (Lab.) last month, local Member 
answered but Premier didn’t. Have 
written to Premier again tonight. Do I 
(1) go on and make a proper nuisance of 
myself, (2) go to live in Queensland, 
(3) sell my guns? 

Used to travel a thousand miles a 
month teaching karate and everything 
was fine for a year or so until I tried to 
get one of the locals to teach with myself 
in a more and more advisory role, It 
seems most people will accept a stranger 


Letters to the Editor - 


PS. Could the submissions to the 
W.A. Govt. by Kevin Caimanos be pub- 
lished in book form? A certain amount 
of the sale price could be allocated to the 
National Firearms Fund, How else could 
we get to read this good literature?? 


How about it Kevin? (Kevin is a sub- 
Scriber too), 
Malcolm 


Dear Sirs, 

T'ye only been back in the shooting 
game just on two years after an absence 
of nearly ten (see Lock Stock & Barrel 
Jan-Feb °82, page 56, col. 3) years, That 
is why I've done nothing about the dis- 
graceful gun laws of this state. 

Suggesting you blokes get together, 
for a while at least, seems such a basic 
move to me but I'm not a business man. 
Forget the mighty dollar and show a 
united front. Most of the shooters 1 
know buy all your magazines (or borrow 
mine) and the overseas ones as well. 

All these different gun owner factions 
are just useless splinter groups to my 
mind. Let’s all pull together, we have the 
name, let’s make it mean what it says 
republics. Federal gun laws are what we 
heed! Public hunting grounds are what 
we want! 

Never thought the S.S.A.A. was worth 
joining myself. No club handy, no public 
hunting grounds — what was the use? 
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in a disciplinary situation but not always 
a local. Out of the three schools only one 
is still going. 

Be a waste to get mounds and butts 
bulldozed and when the discipline went 
on, the foundations were sand. 

I got stuck into the “Daily News” too 
for their apparent stand on anti-gun. 

You fellows in a sort of sliding scale 
reckon your going down the tubes with 
gun legislation, well I can tell you all it’s 
bloody dark down here in the sceptic 
tank. Let’s go for broke, Federal gunlaws, 
all firearms on open license, public 
hunting grounds and firearms for self 
protection. Creep up on the bastards and. 
when the politicians see what we might 
get with a hard line stand they will be 
happy to negotiate on more moderate 
lines. 

Are there any other groups we might 
get on side, “Women Against Rape” for 
instance. Remember that Florida 
business where the instance of rape 
declined when the girls were taught to 
shoot? 

T have enclosed a piece from Guns and 
Ammo that caught my attention for its 
simple truth. The “Daily News” copped 
one as well. 

Pil muddle on here in apathy hollow 
for a while, at least until I get run out of 
the State. Then, who knows, like some 
iron curtain refugee I'll swim to Tassie. 

As an aside to Mr Hungerford I got 
bussiness wrong but it’s and its are right. 
1982 
























To Mr Raz, as soon as I can get the 
woman to write a cheque Ill be in} 
captive audience. 

Mr Bone, I'll be stealing bits of 
magazine for the “Daily News”, TB 
the royalties with what they pay 

Tl let you all know how things 
when J can, all the best. 

Yours sincerely, 


Wow Len, you need a holiday in 
or Tassie for a year to get licensa 
out of your thinking processes. 

J am quite certain that Qld. and 
who don’t have and certainly don’t 
any form of licensing for long @ 
won't support a Federal licensing scle 
nor would N.S.W, or Vic. 

Do you have a plan B? 

We would like to do something ta 
but it appears your system is ina stra 
hold by your narrow-minded burea 
and has been that way for so long 
public conditioning has well and t 
in, 

Mai 


Dear Malcolm, 

You might like to draw attentia 
the fact that many residents of W 
criminals under the “LAW”, but ne 
deed — do in fact posess unlicenced 
arms. And that in actual fact it is 
THESE PEOPLE who refuse to have 
firearms licenced — many of these pe 
would prefer to licence their firearm 
they would not have to skulk ai 
with their firearms and be nasty cri 
But in fact it is the POLICE and 
“LAW” as it stands, who refuse to lie 
particular firearms. In most cases becat 
the particular firearm is “BANNED! 
because of other RESTRICTIONS 
apply. 

In this situation as it applies 
there is a good cause for not lice 
firearms which come into our po 
(we want to keep them!). Becaus 
more bans and restrictions, are apg 
(and we ALL know the writing is on 
wall), legitimate owners will be req 
to “dispose” of the firearms concern: 
have them confiscated which licesg 
very nicely facilitates! (Confiscatag 

IN FACT IT IS THE 
THING THAT LICENCING NIG 
PACILITATES!! 

But come the revolution brother, 6 
willing, it won’t be me up against th: 


















































i be up in the hills, digging up my 
reasure”!! Any free man will defend 
amself — but any free man who cannot 
efend himself HAS NO FREEDOM but 
es as a virtual slave, (And they usually 
efer to each other as “COMRADE” — 
ey, Ivan??) 
I see Mr Hassel (W.A. Police Minister) 
ants to tap all our phones now! Sorry 
ot all our phones, only those of 
criminals”) 
Roll on Edition 5! 
Anon, 
W. A. 


Dear Sir, 
Please find enclosed my cheque for 12 
mmonths subscription to Lock Stock & 
Barrel. 
Congratulations on your magazine. I 
heartily endorse the “Call to Arms” 
wainst the anti-gun lobby through- 
out Australia, We have had great changes 
our Firearms Laws in the Northern 
Territory. 
Prior to 1.7.80 our Firearms Act was 
only slightly better than Western Aust- 
alia’s. Our current act tends to register 
e shooter more than the firearm, 
though these must still be registered but 
is nowhere near as bad as the previous 
‘a, 
Prior to the new act coming into 
fect, we had the anti-gun lobby in 
tion with forecasts of wholesale 
laughter, private arsenals stockpiled, 
murder and mayhem in all directions, etc. 
c. Happy to report that no more of 
these have occurred than under the old 
estrictive system of “show just cause” 
sporting purposes not deemed just cause) 
0 require more than a .22 12g or such 
macho” types as the .310 cadet, 32.20, 
4,40 etc. that were permitted. 
Yours faithfully, 
LW. Wilson, 
NT. 


‘Dear Malcolin Bone, 

Ref: To the Edition No, 4 titled: 
conomy World Wide Hunting Battery 
Written by Tom Klein. 

1 enjoy your magazine as it is with 
slenty of space left for the participation 
of the reader. 

T wish to write this constructive 
criticism and warning to you and every 
eader of the above-named story. 


To indulge in gunsmithing, do it your- 
self style, without knowledge of breech- 
pressure and action strength is asking for 
trouble. Mr Klein selected the almost 
weakest military action he could find, for 
an American, the M17 would be a better 
choice, With 30-06, 25-06 etc. only a .22 
like Hornet or a rimfire would fill his gun- 
rack without risking his life or health. 

He selected a No. 4 Lee-Enfield Army 
action describing details to rechamber for 
the Krag-Jorgenson by increasing .002” 
at the base .015” at the shoulder and be 
able to fire .303 British 312” cal pro- 
jectiles through his 30 cal barrel. The 
best example of how to create a case 
separation and blast his rifle which could 
cause injuries or death, 

Remember the pressure created will be 
more than 65,000 Ibs per square inch. 
NO LEE-ENPIELD WILL STAND IT. 


To compare, a Mauser action Mod. 88 
and 98 each would withstand such a 
pressure as a testload. 

The .318 cal known as 8 x 57J used to 
fire a 12.7 gram roundnose projectile 
which required a very long throat. The 
World War 1 army projectile was 9.7 
gram Spitzer which performed in these 
long freebores satisfactorily as only max- 
imum bores were given to guards and 
other non-combat units. 


For these would be gunsmiths (home- 
style) who wish to tamper with guns and 
rifles for their love of an homecreation, 
learn first ballistics, pressure figures, 
calibre dimensions and frictions, then 
choose a strong action and do not make 
any more wildcat chambers as there are 
already too many around, 


To you Dear Malcolm, Mr Kleins story 
has no merits, since 1946 the late Jack 
Black of Hurstville Sydney created the 
270-303, then 25-303 and in 1952 
22-303 and Sporting Distributors, 
Adelaide, the Sprinter, the cheapest, most 
effective battery you could have without 
risk to your health, but outdated by now! 


J am a German trained gunsmith and 
military armourer and have 27 years ex- 
perience outside Germany with English 
and American arms. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Mehl, 
NSW. 


Thanks for your summation and warn- 
ing. Will make sure Mr Klein gets this 
edition. 

Malcolm. 


Dear Malcolm, 

In the fourth edition “Doves-Out Of 
State” by F.L. Howeli, Iowa, USA, it is 
regrettable that that State legislature did 
not pass a dove hunting bill. 

Towa is our neighbour to the east and I 
will try to describe how we handled the 
dove situation here. The mourning dove 
is a migratory bird that winters in north- 
ern Mexico and southern US. They arrive 
back here about the first part of April to 
next and may have up to three broods of 
young before they go south again about 
the first week in September. 

In 1970 the Game Dept. opened a 
dove season, all went well till after the 
1971 season, then the do gooders and 
bleeding hearts managed to shut down 
the dove season, Our State legislature 
(South Dakota) meet in Jan, and Feb, 
With some persuasion from sportsmen 
they opened the dove season again. 


Then in 1980, Maggie Warten, who 
owns a cattle ranch in western S.D., 
thought it was terrible to shoot those 
beautiful song birds, and have all the 
redneck-killers running around the coun- 
try shooting everything that flies, walks 
or crawls. She started a campaign across 
the State and managed to get enough 
signatures on a petition to not have a 
doye season and to bring it to a vote of 
the people with the presidential election 
in Noy. If they won it, it was stated that 
the legislators could never bring it up 
again, 

That was a very sentimental issue on 
the ballot and caused more of a fuss than. 
eyen who was going to be president. The 
whole country was watching to see how 
this issue would turn out. 

This brought all the various groups 
together like the big game hunters, water- 
fowlers, pheasant and small game hunters, 
varminters, trap shooters, rifle and pistol 
shooters. With support from the N.R.A. 
and other notable men from the whole 
country we launched a campaign in all 
the newspapers and TV stating the TRUE 
facts on the doves. Maggie and her group 
went stumbling along giving out a mess of 
half truths and lots of confusing state- 
ments. After the votes were counted, the 
dove issue won by 2 to | margin. That 
took care of that. 

Then, after the “‘antis’ lost they tried 
to organise the farmers to not let the 
hunters on their places to hunt doves, 
That didn’t work too well either so in 
1981 we had a season with good success 
and the way the law reads we had good 
farmer/hunter relations. 
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With everyone working together and 
proper organisation, a lot of these poor 
and wrong bills can be defeated. 

A Footnote: Maybe Malcolm won't 
print this. Behind my shop there are 
quite a few trees including a large choke 
cherry tree. All summer there are mourn- 
ing doves cooing there all day. They are 
supposed to be a songbird. After listen- 
ing to that all day, I think they are as 
melodious as a crow. 

Hank Mar. 
S.Dak. USA. 


Thanks Hank, there is a message here 
in your letter for us. Seems to be nothing 
much new under the sun, Sure wish we 
could get as organised as your shooters 
appear to be, 

Malcolm 






As the station master of a small rail- 
way station some miles from Biloela I 
meet many people and have seen many 
diverse reactions when they learn I am a 
firearm user. Quite a large number of the 
general public connect the word shooter 
first with vandalism, then criminal then at 
times murder, although the last seems to 
come from people who are living in the 
larger towns and cities who have no 
contact with firearms except for what 
they hear on the news, i.e. mostly crimes 
committed with firearms. 

Frequently I am asked how I cah 
shoot those “lovely’”” kangaroos, which is 
why I use the term Culler rather than 
Shooter, as culler is easier to explain in 
the terms of animals taken (largest and 
oldest) and that the carcass when taken 
and butchered is used as a normal beast is 
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Dear Malcolm, 

Before 1 get down to the ideas I wish 
to raise, 1 wish to say that there is no 
need to print this letter even if you can 
make sense of it. 

Firstly thank you for taking the large 
step of printing your magazine as the 
shooting public has long been without a 
magazine, and also people, that tell it 
like it is and is prepared to do some- 
thing about educating the public and 
shooter alike. 

As a collector, owner and shooter and 
part time "Roo culler there have been 
various instances when I have felt that the 
public in general should be put straight 
on firearm use and the people that use 
them. It seems a shame to me that more 
firearm users have not got behind you in 
the formation of the Q.F.O.A., but 
shooters have a head in the sand attitude 
believing that the government won’t take 
their arms from them, so why do any- 
thing about it and rock the boat. They 
must be made to understand that the 
government can and probably will at the 
first opportunity take them, leaving them 
staring down the collective barrels of the 
criminals, government and invaders. 


I feel that the monies already col- 
lected for the Q.F,0.A. should be used to 
try to gain more members in the form of 
sending application forms to registered 
gun clubs with forms explaining what it is 
about, and also have details printed in a 
paper such as couatry life which most 
country folks read and where the 
majority of firearm users are. 


used (beef scandal aside) — meat for pet 
food and skin for leather. 

It is still hard to get through to people 
that a number of *roos have to be culled 
out each year to maintain a level where 
farmers still have their crops, but there 
are still a number of ’roos about. If the 
culler didn’t take a number of ’roos each 
year we would soon reach the stage where 
there would be no crops left to harvest 
leaving people starving, then after a while 
the native animals would also be starving 
through overpopulation and lack of food, 
It would be a crime not to harvest ’roos 
for the above reasons and also the *ro0 is 
keeping most of the dogs in the country 
alive — imagine the cost of feeding Fido 
steak, 

The farmer too can, if possible, be lead 
to understand that most sporting shooters 
and ‘roo cullers are sane and responsible 
prople that are not given to shooting 
everything in sight. The shooter that 
does damage to property (public and 
private) or livestock is a criminal and 
should be treated as one. [t has long been 
that one irresponsible action by one 
person has lead to yast tracts of land 
being closed to the sporting and profes- 
sional shooter, It could be shown to the 
farmer that a small number of shooters 
could be a cheap answer to his pest 
problems instead of resorting to 1080 and 
the like and poisoning half of the country 
side. 

It seems to me that the Q.F.O.A. 
needs big boy support as firearm owners 
in the U.S.A. have. The large firearm 
manufacturers should be lobbied to pro- 
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vide support. The Remington Co. 
instance have video tapes that 
responsible firearm use and the gain 
country has from the user. These 
could be loaned to schools, TV stati 
as filler programs, etc. The arms cot 
ies in the U.S.A. are adding their wi 
behind the firearm user to beat reste 
firearm laws. Why couldn’t they do 
here given the number of firearms sol 
these companies in Queensland. Wit! 
manufacturers help, yearly gun s 
could become a reality showing that 
arm owners are.not content to sit b 
the door and not be seen. A head 
could show that the owner is not in 
minority nor the insane killer that 
people think and that a lot of the 
are respected and well liked pi 
in the community. 







































The government could also be lol 
to provide small areas of land set up 
rifle practice range. Fees would hays 
be paid for the range use but properl 
up and run not asa club for competi 
but a place where people could 
marksmanship, safety and maintenan 


to have recognised hunters 
instructors and police officers to ex 
laws ete, It would also be a place 
novice shooters to go and find out 
type and calibre of firearm they 
need for specific game, and how to 
it. 

Too many times it has come to 
that shooters are buying arms too la 
too powerful for the game that they 
after. I know of one shooter that t 
30-30 Winchester on a rabbit hunt. 
is the sort of activity that also gives 
shooter a bad image. Most shoote, 
this country would only require fire: 
in the range from 22rf to 243 Winchi 
but the novice is under the impr 
that the bigger is better and shoul 
shown that this is not so and there is 
reason for an overkill, 

The gun clubs that we now have 
cater for competition, usually requi 
special rifles and ranges. The n 
shooter with his first 22 rimfire has 
where to go to learn to shoot his rifle 
anyone to teach him to do so, sq 
consequently goes out and picks the 
toad sign he sees, fills it full of holes 
all firearm owners get a bad name 
result. The experienced shooter s 
take it upon himself to teach the ni 
the shooting sport. 

Although I outlined this above 
cam see it would be doomed to fai 


not enough people know enough about 
firearms and it would be left to the same 
people who are the backbone of the 
shooting sports already. Not many 
people in this country could qualify any- 
where near expert or even passible with a 
firearm and even now a lot of our so 
called experts hunt from a lounge chair 
with a beer bottle which does not 
improve the image any either. 

With a public range not only would 
the public be gradually educated but the 
government would have a readily armed 
force for any homeland protection. 

Please forgive my rambling on but I 
thought I would write to let you know 
that I am behind your formation of the 
Q.F.O.A. and support it wholeheartedly. 

In closing I would like to say I have 
been adding to my collection and have 
just purchased a new Browning Pump .22 
and have on order an 8mm Remington 
Mag. (my wife and | hope to go ona 
buffalo hunt shortly) and I am asking 
whether you would like a consumer 
report on these rifles for Lock Stock & 
Barrel. The reports would probably need 
a lot of editing, 


One last idea is that unsold copies of 
Lock Stock & Barrel could be sold at cost 
to subscribers so that they can distribute 
them to members of the public who don’t 
read firearm magazines. 

Also following shortly an article on 
‘roo culling which you may wish to use in 
your magazine, 

Yours sincerely, 

David Schafferius, 
Qld. 


Thanks David, and yes, we would 
welcome your consumer report. Thanks 
also for your suggestions on Q.F.0.A. 

Malcolm. 


Dear Malcolm, 

This letter is only going to contain 
suggestions from me to you — and is not 
meant for publication in Letters to the 
Editor column — you can publish it if 
you wish. 

I don’t know if you have noticed 
lately how the media have seemed to tone 
their anti-gun hysteria down when report- 
ing firearm related crime in the news, it’s 
reported mid-way through the news 
bulletin — no drama seems to be injected 
into it, they're simply just stating the 
facts. Their attitude seems to have 
changed, maybe LS&B is getting 10 some 
of them or perhaps most of the media 
aven’t so anti-gun after all, maybe they 





tealise there is a flip side of the coin they 
have never seen before. 

Like Mister & Misses average citizen 
most don’t read shooting magazines and 
form their anti-gun ideas from seeing fire- 
arms misused in cops and robbers shows 
on T.V. the bulk of the population never 
learn the real facts. It’s this population 
bulk we pro-gun people have to get across 
to our side if we are ever to prevent the 
introduction of tough firearm legislation, 

Urging firearm owners to put the 
A.LP. last on their ballot paper is a good 
idea, however A.L.P. politicians don’t 
worry about firearm owners votes, they 
know they have enough support to keep 
their seat especially after the Victorian 
State Election win and State elections 
elsewhere. It’s no use lobbying A.L.P. 
politicians, everyone has to go along with 
party policy - which is simply disarm 
all private citizens via ever increasingly. 
tough firearm legislation. 

Government members are swayed by 
public opinion. This is where I think our 
fellow shooter other States made the 
mistake of lobbying government mem- 
bers without first getting the facts about 
anti-gun fallacy across to the majority of 
the public. 


The best vehicle of communication is 
one of our major Sunday newspapers, 
most people read them, good conservative 
pro-gun article like the Firearm Laws, 
Facts & Fallacies article, appearing on 
page 58 of Edition 4 of LS&B is what is 
needed. The article itself is as good as 
any you could put in a Sunday newspaper, 
Another good article appeared on page 25 
of the 1982 March issue of The Aust- 
ralian Shooters Journal — these two art- 
icles along with an article explaining to 
Mister & Misses city dweller how uncon- 
trolled native and feral animals would 
quickly populate and destroy the meat, 
wheat and vegetable production in rural 
areas. Include in the same article how 
poison is non selective and kills the lesser 
abundant species, also how poisons 
polute the environment, and find their 
way into the food we eat. 

I believe these three articles appearing 
one al a time in one of our Sunday news- 
papers would win the pro-gun movement 
a lot of public support, the only draw- 
back is the cost, you may have to appeal 
to Q.F.0.A. members for donations to 
meet the cost of such a project, waiting 
for Q.F.0.A. funds to meet the cost 
of newspaper space may take too long. 
we could well miss the boat, a rifle or 
shotgun raffle may be a good way to raise 
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funds. There seems to be a shortage of 
Q.F.0.A. membership forms around 
Brisbane gun shops, send me one so | 
can have some photo copied to distribute, 

Enclosed is cheque for $20 as a don- 
ation towards the cost of newspaper 
advertising. 

I would like to offer some raffle sug- 
gestions, to attract the attention needed. 
to raise funds quickly, you will have to 
gamble a little, and offer a good line of 
shooting goods, as much as $800 to 
$1000 worth, with five or six prizes, 

The best way to distribute tickets is 
put a couple in the pages of future: 
editions of LS&B readers just fill in butt: 
and return with ticket fee to LS&B, if 
more tickets are required then send SSAB 
along with ticket fee to LS&B, just some 
suggestions Malcolm, shouldn’t take a lot 
of organising, it may be a success or a 
flop, you never know till you try, but I 
think it’s a worthwhile idea. 

Yours faithfully, 

. K.A. Eagers, 
Qid. 

Yes, the Q.F.0.A, does need some real 
funds before it can do anything much, I 
don't feel I can gamble the present funds 
on a raffle of that magnitude — and they: 
do take a lot of organising. 

Bribane newspapers are anti-gun and 
wouldn't print a progun story for free, So 
any insertion will have to be paid for and 
3 columns wide by 5 cms costs over $300, 

Thank you for the $20 — donations 
almost total $150 so our fund is growing. 

Maicoim 
Dear Malcolm, 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter received 
from Ed. Casey, this is the only reply I 
can get so far. Bob Gibbs refuses reply 
and even Casey won’t or can’t give figures. 
to substantiate their policy. Ihave hada 
long conversation with Keith Wright and- 
A.L.P. Member for Rockhampton and. 
found him most reasonable and not 
intransigent. He is willing to receive and 
study information on the issue. My 
Suggestion is that we take the one star 
rating from him and give a two star rating 
to Gibbs and Hooper. (As per Edition 4, 
page 31). 


Bob Doring, 
Qld, 
Very refreshing to hear of a Labour 
Party politician who will give the subject 
honest consideration. 
Will send him a subscription to LS&B, 
compliments of the O.F.0.A. 


Also, will indeed remove his star rating, — 


Malcolm. 
13 





























from page 28 
{ decided to convert the cavity to 
@ square base bullet so used a small 
grinding tip in an electric drill to 
completely remove the bevel mak- 
ing ridge. The job was rather pains- 
taking and took about 15 minutes, 
but it improved the bullets accuracy 
by at least 200%. They will now 

_ shoot into 2.5 MOA and this is 

. Ber an open sighted 38-65 M94 
rifle, 

One thing to look for on second 
hand moulds is that the sprue plate 
sits flat on the mould blocks. The 

| easiest method to check this is with 


am HP to 


caonmerles 
the plate closed, Hold the mould * 


up to a light and if the plate has | 4”/man Mould 257464. Note tilt of sprue plate, one bullet would weigh heavier 

warped or is tilting upwards, weight. When casting, the dipper or cavities and by keeping the bu 
(usually caused by too much over- furnace nozzle will keep the plate from each cavity separate, 
heating) some light will show be- flat against the blocks. weight variation from a si 
tween the plate and the blocks, Only recently | was using a cavity was down to .6gr and 

This fault will cause bullets to be double-cavity 32 cal mould belong- was froma 165gr mould. 
cast with out of square bases — ing to a friend of mine. The differ- 
even as little as .010" out of square ence in bullet weight from the two There is no reason why an 
and you can say goodbye to top cavities was something like 4grs, a can’t cast good uniform accu 
accuracy bullets. The way of check showed the pivot screw was bullets for his shooting, it © 
correcting this fault other than tight down and the plate had a requires patience, plenty of ¢ 
making a new sprue plate is to have slight tilt. After | loosened the and a sound understanding of 
the plate reasonably loose, it would plate a bullet weight check showed technique required for this en 
be able to swing back of its own only 1.5grs variation between the able sport. e 
























211 MARY ST, GYMPIE, QUEENSLAND 4570. 
PHONE 071 824014 





Please tick the: 
AU TE ones required, 





LEE ENFIELDS 


-303 Mk, III mostly Lithgow 
.22 Ir. Mk. I training rifles 









{single show = 


Telephone... 
Please find enclosed cheque/money order! 
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NOT TO 
MISS A 
SINGLE 
ISSUE OF 


LOCK FIRST WITH THE 
STOCK & LATEST ON EVERY 
BARREL ASPECT OF SHOOTING 


ips eae ce 
Change of Address 0 For New Subscribers 


Please include address label Starting with Edition... please enter my subscription for one 


scent | year (6 issues), 
a aie and Enclosed $10.00 O Money Order 0 Cheque 


Send to:- Lock, Stock & Barrel Publications 
211 Mary Street, 
Gympie. Old. 4570 
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KIT #3 MINIATURE COIL SPRINGS— GE 
PRICE 0 ERAL PURPOSE REPAIRS. 
CODE 


KIT #3 consists of 150 MINIATURE COIL SPRINGS. 
spring designs, 10 springs each design.. Extra coils © 
all springs to permit fitting in general purpose rep 
functions. 


Kit #3 coil springs are designed to function In 1/16 
to ¥e" and 1.5mm to 3.5 mm inside diameters. Springs vary 
IHOTGUN HAMMER SPRING PAK from 4" to 144" in over-all lengths. A highly useful selece 
10 GP Coil type shotgun hammer springs made from heavy wires. De tion of miniature English and Metric Standard coil sprit 1% 
signed for use on 14” diameter firing pin or quides. 5 spring designs, rs 
°2 springs of each design. Extra coils on each spring for fitting. for the Gunsmith. 


DVER/UNDER- SHOTGUN HAMMER SPRING PAK BLITZPAK #3 BLITZPAK # 3 consists of 
10 GP Coll Type O/\) Shotgun Hammer Sp: desioned tor PRICE springs, 2 each of 15 sprit 
weakened original hemmer springs in Foreign Over/Unders . . CODE designs denoted in Kit #3, 

ime with positive igintion. 5 spring designs, 2s : sen 
all springs with extra cails: for fitting. Spr 
non 2.85mm (0.112) and larger quide di 
Stock 1630: Price Code 1 


KIT #345 Master Gunsmith Coil Spring Kit-General Purpose Repairs 
esse MM 
KIT #345 ton of the following Kits: 


1 each; Kits. 3 and4 English, 4 Metric, 5 English and 5 Metric. Total of 5 Kits or 550 highly useable Coil Springs. An indispen- 
Sable assortment of coil springs for the efficient Gunshop. 


— #345 
BLITZPAK #545 canis of the following Blitzpaks: 


1 each: Blitzpaks 3 and 4 English, 4 Metric, 5 English and 5 Metric. Total of 5 Blitzpaks or 110 springs... a must for the: 
smaller Gunshop. 


PRICE CODES EFFECTIVE 1/4/80 « « - 





RIFLE SERVICE PAKS 


RIFLE PRICE Per SERVICE PAK 


Arisaka M38/M99 Price Code E 
Carcano 1991/1938 Price Code E 
Enfield 1914/1917 Price Code E 
Tee-Enfield Price Code D 
No. 1, Mk 111 (Also Contains 1 each 1501 
extractor spring) 
Lee-Entield Price Code D 
Nos. 4 & 5, Mil (Also Contains 1 each 1502 
extractor spring) 
Mauser, 1891 Price Code E 
Wauser, 1893, 1894 
1895, 1896 Price Code E 
Mausér, 1898 Price Code E 
German 6-43 (K-43) Price Code J 
‘Springtield 1903 Price Code E 
(All Mods.) 











NXxe<cuw 























RPOVOAZZMASK BO mMmoo> 


ZZ....... 150.50 MI Carbine (All Mods.) Price Code @ 





Trade enquiries welcome 


= Phone 071 82 3167 
“Malcoln D. Bone 7. 


) REGD. PISTOL DEALER No. 197 GYMPIE, Qld. - 4570 
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WOLFF EXTRA POWER RECOIL 
SPRINGS currently available. 
COLT, COMMANDER, .45 

COLT 1911/1911A1, Govt., MK IV, 
and Geld Cup Models, .45 Cal. 


Factory Load 
fathg (Mean average) 
18 pounds 


16 pounds 


WOLFF EXTRA POWER 
LOAD RATINGS 
20, 22, 24, 26 pounds 
18%, 20, 22, 24 pounds 





EXTRA POWER RECOIL SPRINGS also available for the fétlowing: . . . . 
* 17 pounds 
16 pounds 


Browning 1935 (Hi-Power), Imm 
‘Smith & Wesson’ Model 39/59, 9mm 


18%, 20, 22 pounds 
18, 20, 22 pounds 





PRICES for the qboye extra power recoil springs 


1 to 4 springs, any load selection: Price Code D each. 
5 or more springs, any load selection: Price Code C each, 


Specify Make, Model, and Caliber . . and required load ratings. 


WOLFF IGNITION PAK for COLT .45 Caliber Semi-Automatic Pistols 
Designed for use in 1911/1911A1, Gov't MK IV and Gold Cup Series, plus Commander Series. 


IGNITION PAK contains seven load rated hammer springs . . 


- immediate installation . . . no fitting required. 


REOUCED POWER HAMMER SPRINGS: 1 each 19, 20, and 21 ibs. Designed to provide positive ignition with smoother let-offs. 


STANDARD POWER HAMMER SPRING: 1 each 23 Ibs. . . 


for standard replacement functions. 


EXTRA POWER HAMMER SPRINGS: 1 each 26, 28 and 30 Ibs. Designed for faster lock-time and positive ignition . . , suggest these 


springs where military primers are used. 


Tho over-all Ignition pak is designed to provide the shooter wilh sufficient load spread to obtain.essentlally any desired hammer spring 


‘ignition function, 


NOTE: thd springs are designed for use in .45 — Pistols. However, the springs may be used in 
hammer impact force Is required for primor indentation. We recommend 


ins, 
the lower load values be used in the Imm caliber pistols. 


smaller diameter of the .38/9mm firing pi 


WOLFF IGNITION PAK for Colt 45 Auto Pistols . 


WOLFFPAK for COLT .45 Caliber Automatics 


CONSISTING OF: 
4 each, extra power recoil springs, 1 each load rating noted above. 
‘ each, extra power firing pin retraction springs. 
ich, Ignition Pak. 
; ach, magazine follower sdpports fer Improved feeding. 
e 


IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION, No fitting required. ry 


PRICES: COLT, COMMANDER SERIES, oa 45—Price Code 


COLT, 1911/1911A1, Gov't MK IV ai 4, 
Geld Cup ese CalA5—Price Codd each 


‘each 


the .38/9mm calibers, Due to. the) 
that 


. Price Code K each . 


WOLFFPAK II 


CONTAINS ALL ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPAK, 
plus 3 each Plus 10% extra power magazine springs. 
WOLFFPAK I . . .specify for 1911 or Commander series. 


Price Code EE each. 


COMBAT PAK 
CONTAINS 1 EACH: 22 Ibs XP recoil spring, XP firi in 
26 Ib XP Hammer spring, plus 10% XP Magazine pete Papers! 
ide plungers spring, and eae on spring, 
pecify for 1911 or Commander serie: 
each 


follower support, 
COMBAT PAK . 
Price Code 





WOLFFPAK for BROWNING 1935 (Hi-Power), 9mm" 


CONSISTING OF: 


J each, exira power recoi! springs, 1 each load rating noted sbove, 

3 each, extra power firing pin retraction springs. 

3 ee a catre power hammer springs for faster lock-time and posi- 
ition. 


WenesnTE INSTALLATION, No filting required. 
PRICE CODE; P each. 


WOLFFPAK for SMITH and WESSON Model 39/59 


9mm 
CONSISTING OF: 
3 each, extra power recoil springs, 1 each load rating noted above. 
3 each, extra power firing pin retraction springs. 
3 each, extra power hammer springs for faster lock-time and posi- 
tive ignition. Does not measurably affect double function. 


IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION. No fitting required. 
PRICE CODE; P each. 


WOLFFPAK II 

CONTAINS ALL ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPAK, 
plus 3 each 10% extra power magazine springs. 

WOLFFPAK II... Price Code AA each 


COMBAT PAK 
CONTAINS 1 EACH: 20 Ibs XP recoil spring, XP firing pin spring, 
XP hammer spring, magazine spring, plus 10% XP magazine 
spring. 
COMBAT PAK 





WOLFFPAK II 
CONTAINS ALL ITEMS LISTED FOR WOLFFPAK, 
plus 3 each Plus 10% extra power magazine springs. 
WOLFFPAK II Price Code AA each 


COMBAT PAK 

CONTAINS 1 EACH: 20 Ibs XP recoil spring, XP firing pin spring, 
extractor spring, magazine catch spring, Plus 10% XP magazing 
spring. 

COMBAT PAK .............. Price Code M each. 
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Lock, Stock and Barrel Publications (Owen Guns) Box 346 Gympie Qld 4570. Phone 071 824014 

PLEASE SUPPLY: 

ik have tin onda 0 _LYMANS MUZZLE LOADING 

FIREARMS ASS/ DISASSEMBLY HANDBOOK $17.45 

Part 1 $16.45 0 LYMANS BLACK POWDER 

Part 2 $16.45 HANDBOOK $17.45 

Part 3 $16.45 0 EXPLODED FIREARMS 

Part 6 $16.45 DRAWING $13.45 

HORNADY HANDBOOK $17.30 + LYMANS CAST BULLET ‘ 

YOUR FIRST GUN $4.45 HANDBOOK $21.45 ADDRESS. 60 eee see eee ‘ 

LYMANS RE-LOADING Oo CARTRIDGES OF THE 

HANDBOOK $17.45 WORLD $16.45 

CUBOLTACTION RIFLES $1645 © THE.22 RIFLE $13.45 Pe Ee one POSTCODE + o> sictens : 

0 SINGLE SHOT RIFLES CU METALLIC SILHOUETTE $13.45 
& ACTIONS $1645 © SIERRA BULLETS 

1 SMALL ARMS OF MANUAL $21.40 Please find enclosed cheque/money order. 
THE WORLD $49.95 

CO GUNS DIGEST 























ooooo0g 


TeenhonsS, Goa.s pa eeah a7 eee 







$19.45 TOTAL 
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from page 59 


crews were particularly adept at 
high trates of accurate fire, and 
earned many a pair of tankers 
goggles as a result. 

Some of the 6 pounders were 
fitted with muzzle recoil brakes 
designed to stabilise the carriage 


against the effects of jump. The 


brake is of the simple but efficient 


baffled, hollow cylinder type with 


rectangular gas escape holes cut 
into the sides, Although simple in 
design, as the ad. says “it really 
works!” 

The Mark I carriage on which the 
gun is mounted is of the split trail 
type and designed to permit 45 
degrees of travel to the left and 
tight, Elevation is up to 15 degrees 
and depression down to 5 degrees. 
These abilities in conjunction with 
a free traverse facility permit rapid 
laying on moving targets. 

The gun is fired by hand from 
the left hand side and the semi- 
automatic gear is also operated 
from this side as well. 

A shield that is bullet proof to 
small arms fire is attached to the 
front of the carriage and is really 
four shields in one. he upper 
shield is permitted to traverse with 
the saddle and has an opening in 
the left side for the sighting gear. 
The lower shield and both side 
shields are attached to the axletree. 

80 





As you can see in the diagram it has 
the characteristic wavy-topped edge 
for break-up of the shield silhouette. 
The bulge that you can see formed 
in the lower portion of the left 
main plate is to allow for clearance 
of the gun layer’s hand. 


Elevation is by a hand operated 
worm gear, and traverse is obtained 
by the crew using shoulder power 
against a piece of protruding metal 
called the “shoulder piece’, 
Certainly quite primitive when 
compared to present day anti- 
armour weapons. 

As you may have already twig- 
ged, the “Q.F.” in the guns nomen- 
clature indicates that it has a quick- 
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- matically as, the gun.runs, out 



























firing capability, To accomy 
twenty rounds a minute — from 
very fit and experienced crew 
semi-automatic gear is secured 
the left rear of the gun cradle, 
job is to open the breech au 


firing. This of course allows 
spent case to fall free of the bree 
thereby permitting immedi 
reloading. 


When you compare this to 
T.O.W.’s and similar mod, 
ordnance, the old 6 pounder see: 
fairly primitive. . However, in i 
heyday during W.W.II it worri 
the living daylights out of ¢ 
recipients. 

Sighting on the gun is accot 
plished using the Mark I sight whi 
is situated on the left side of ¢ 
carriage. 


The sight consists of a sight su 
porting bracket with tangent el 
ation gear, telescope _ hold. 
deflection, gear with hind sight, a: 
foresight bracket with the foresigh 

The scale plate which is ma 
from nickel silver, (and most oft 
missing from collectable guns), 
engraved with the words “RANG 
IN YARDS” and graduated “‘T, 30) 
700 and 900”, 






















As with the 17 pounder, as the 
jring lever on the carriage is pulled, 
e pull is transmitted to the 
Bowdenex cable of the shutter gear, 
which in turn pulls the shutter plate 
over the objective glass of the tele- 
scope, thereby protecting it from 
damage during the primary bang. 


Releasing the firing lever also re- 
‘leases the shutter, which snaps clear 


Available from:- 


o © 


of the glass, ready for the next 
round, 

Ammunition is of the fixed Q.F. 
type, which is presented as a com- 
pleted round, and consists of a 
brass case with primer, propellant, 
and a projectile with tracer. 

Propellant used is either cordite 
or N.C.T. and the charge varies 
between 1lb 130z 8dr. of W.T. 206- 
100 or W.M.T. 211-100, up to 2lb 
Soz 6dr. of M.H. 033 for armour- 
piercing shot. 

The length of the cartridge is 
23.21 inches (almost two feet!) 
The projectile is about 6.81” long 
and, of course, tips the scales at 6 
pounds. 

There are seven different types 
of projectiles that ean be grouped 
into three categories. | Armour 
piercing shot (4), practice shot (2) 
and Mk, IT flat head. . 

A.P. shot is manufactured from 
solid steel, or bar steel, and is 





TAIPAN PISTOL PROJECTILES 


.38 cal. 148 gr Hollowbase wadcutters$40.00/1000 
.32 cal. 98gr Hollowbase wadcutters 
-45 cal, 200gr Semi-wadcutters 


Orders of 3000 or over, freight free - otherwise add $3/1000 


Malcolm Bone, P.O, Box 90, Gympie. Ph, 071 823167 


recessed in the base for internal 
tracer. The trace element consists 
of three tracer pellets and a priming 
pellet which are all held in place by 
a celluloid closing cap. The fireball 
created by the propellant is used as 
the ignition medium for the tracer. 

The trace element burns for 
about 5 seconds and becomes visible 
to the naked eye about 100 yards 
from the barrel. 


oO 
aoe 


aoe 
> > © 


AP, shot is painted black, with a 
white tip, below which are two 14” 
rings, one ted and one white. A red 
“T” indicates that tracer is fitted. 

Practice shot is made of cast iron 
and is also painted black with a 
white tip. A broad yellow band 
around the body of the projectile 
denotes that it is a practice round. 

Surprisingly enough there are 
still quite a few of these old anti- 
tank guns around Australia in back 
sheds and yards, gathering dust and 
rust. 

If you should happen to come 
across one, rescue it and give it a 
loving home where it can be cared 
for and left in good repair for 
future generations to worry about. 

if you are unable to find a good 
home for one — let me know 
through the Editor, and I'll arrange 
for some dedi¢ated historians to 
look after it in a suitable fashion. 

e 


$37.50/1000 
$45.00/1000 
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from page 11 


In short these guns had just the 
right power. Potent enough to 
anchor a deer, or in the case of the 
-401, a bear at close range; but not 
so powerful so as to unnecessarily 
destroy meat. 

The second myth is that of their 
being heavy and clumsy. The Self- 
Loaders were neither heavy when 
compared to their contemporaries 
(see previous chart) nor were they 
clumsy. Most of the weight of 
these guns lies between the two 
hands of the shooter, just like a fine 
shotgun, when the gun is 
shouldered. They come up quick, 
hold steadily and swing just like a 
shotgun. For a snap shot or two at 
a moving target they can hardly be 
equalled even today. If anything 
the Remingtons of the day were 
clumsier, though many gun writers 
today wax nostalgic at their 
mention. 


The third myth that of unreliab- 
ility is easily squashed. 1. The 
action is extremely simple and 
reliable, far simpler than either the 
Remington Model 8 or even the 
current Remington autoloaders, 
2, Many of the Winchester Self- 
Loaders, particularly the Model 
1907, were purchased by police 
departments and other law enforce 
ment agencies as duty weapons, 
something that would not have 
been done if these guns could not 
have been relied on when they were 
needed, 


To be sure the Winchester Self 
Loaders have their faults and pecul- 
iarities, such as the charging handle 
under the barrel rather than on the 
breechbolt as do currently manu- 
factured guns. This charging 
handle also does double duty as a 
hold-open device when turned a % 
turn to the right. A word of 
warning here, make sure that it’s a’ 
full % turn or a little better, other- 
wise you could find your finger. 
caught in the chamber as the 
breechblock snaps forward smartly 
when released. ° 
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from page 25 up in the pits, guns roar and wings There he drops!’’ Now for aq 

Now the feet come down and they beat frantically as the flock tries to retreive and pop back into the® 

hover over the decoys nearly gain altitude and escape. before the next flock gets 

landing. The man doing the calling “One down, two, three. Watch Here comes another bum 

yells “Take 'Em’’, the shooters pop thatone, he's hit bad but still flying. smaller than the last. They 
more cautious and circle the des 
several times, suddenly they = 
up and soon are gone. Must 
seen someone, perhaps some! 
moved or maybe they are 
spooked 









A loner is heading our way 
after. He comes to the deg 
without any hesitation and a 
gun roars, down he comes, 

This is the type of action one 
expect when gunning for 
Canada goose. Most shooters 
12 guage pump or auto loader sm 
guns with 3" magnum shells logs 
with either number 4, 2 or BB 
shot. 

The bag limit on geese is 
daily per hunter, with 10 in pos 
ion. The best shoot |'ve ever & 
in on, involved myself and 
other hunters. We bagged twee 
three geese in one morning, & 
such success is rare indeed ¥ 
hunting the King of the Water Fg 


Typical mixed bag to be taken in Wynyard, Sask. area, 2 immature white front 
geese on left of picture, Birds number 3 and § are Canada geese, Snow Goose 

in centre, 2 immature white fronts on right. These birds were taken by a two 

man party in one morning shoot. 


MAIL ORDER FORM cur out and vend vo Box 346 Gympie Qld 4570. Phone 071 824 014 
PLEASE SUPPLY: 
Tick sui ob 
 .222 Remington 
 .223 Remington 
O .22-250 Remington 
O .243 Winchester 
D .270 Winchester 
G .308 Winchester 
D 30-06 
© 7mm Remington Magnum 
Please add $5.00 for postage 
plus add $5.00 for sheilholder 


AMEE ra 5 oss aha 
ADDRESS: ...... 


Telephone... ....... 


Please find enclosed cheque/money order. 
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1903 MODEL TURKISH MAUSER 


Calibre. 


Overall length . 
Barrel length . . . 
Magazine capacity... . 


The Turkish government 
was very alert on the 
advances of small arms 
development in the 
1890's and even in 1887 
had ordered 500,000 
rifles and 50,000 carbines 
from Mauser. 

Before they had all been delivered in 1890, Turkey 
renegotiated to get the rest in the new improved 
smokeless cartridge in 7.65mm Mauser with the 
improved vertical box magazine, the Model 1890. 

The Mode! 1890 does not have the barrel jacket of 
the early models but was the first model to have the 
stepped barrel thenceforth used on all models. 

In 1893 Turkey ordered 201,000 of the 1893 
model originally designed for Spain, and all of the 
Turkish orders had magazine cutoffs. 

(n 1898 Germany adopted the again modified Mauser Model 98 and Turkey followed in 1903 with 
slightly different specifications, i.e. still in 7.65 Mauser calibre, a small receiver ring, a ladder rear sight, 
longer cocking piece and firing pin, handguard and upper band, moditied bolt stop, different nose cap 
and bayonet boss. The T.C. stamped on the receiver stands for Turkiye Cumburiyeti and the mark- 
ings Kirikkale is the principle Military arsenal in Turkey. 

Turkey was sucha good customer for Mauser that they named an extension of their factory after them. 
During World War | Germany supplied Turkey with many 7.92mm Mausers and after the war Turkey 
rebarreled the 1903 and early models to 7.92mm. These have been in service until, just recently, being 
replaced by modern assault rifles. 
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Overall Length 
Barrell Length ied 
Action ate + Parnninseeee GOUBIE, 
Calibre .32 S & W Long 
No. of Shots 
Sights: Front 

Rear 


The first double action revolver produced by Colt was 
the Lightning Model introduced in 1877. This was 
followed in 1889 by the New Navy (and New Army) 
and in 1904, with a few refinements in sights, grips and 
action but the same basic frame, came the Officers’ 
Model Target designed, obviously, for target shooting. 
The first type in .38 special, was made until 1908 
Whereupon the second type was introduced. This 
second model, manufactured up until the 1940's, was 
available in .22, .32 and .38 special and an option in 
the 6” barre! length was the heavy barrel (pictured) 
with the same profile as used on Colt’s large frame .45 
calibre revolvers. Other barrel lengths available were 
4", 4%", 5’ and 7%". 


Special characteristics are a matt finish on the frame 
top, checkering on the face of the trigger and on the 
frame backstrap plus fine neatly checkered grips. The 
action is the same as in todays Colt Pythons except 
that fit and finish was much better those days. 
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PISTOLE PARABELLUM MODEL 1908 (COMMERCIAL) 


Overall Length .... 
Barrel Length 
Calibre 
Magazine Capacity 
Weight ... 


(t is probable that the Luger action had its beginning 
with the Henry-Winchester Rifle. Hiram Maxim, 
1840-1915, in 1883 took an 1866 Winchester rifle 
and attached a movable spring loaded butt plate 
which, through a toggle action, automatically worked 
the lever with the recoil forces and the butt plate 
spring. From here, Maxim went on to develop the 
Maxim Machine Gun which also used the toggle 
principle and it is fairly certain that Hugo Bonchardt, 
a naturalised American citizen, would have seen this 
(he once worked for Winchester) on one of his return 
trips to the U.S, after he was employed by Ludwig 
Loewe in Germany. It was here that he subsequently 
developed the first successful, though clumsy and not 
well accepted, self loading pistol, the Borchardt. 
Georg Luger (1849-1923) was born in Austria and in 
1865 became a Cadet in the Austro-Hungarian Army. 
He retired in 1872 in order to marry and then took 
up employment as a railway engineer. In 1875 he 
collaborated with F. von Mannlicher in designing a 
rifle magazine. He continued to design rifles and in 
1891 joined the firm of Ludwig Lowe in Berlin 
becoming a consultant designer. There he worked 
with Hugo Borchardt and, in due course, designed 
Ba pistol which utilised many of the features in 
Borchardt's pistol, the result being the Parabellum or 
Luger pistol, Without a doubt it was Luger’s more 
practical viewpoint and more single-minded applic- 
ation that took the pisto} to its final peak of design. 
The Luger was adopted as a service pistol by Switzer- 





land in 1900, this model was chambered tor the 
bottle-necked 7.65mm Luger cartridge. The 9mm 
Parabellum cartridge version, which introduced the 
most widely-used pistol and submachine gun car- 
tridge in the world, appeared in 1902 and was 
adopted by the German Army and remained the 
standard service pistol] until! 1938. There are at 
least thirty-five different variations of the Luger in 
existence, and was manufactured in Germany by 
D.W.M., Simson, Krieghoff, Erfurt Arsenal and Mauser. 
It has also been manufactured by Vickers in England 
and by the Swiss arsenal at Berne. Total Lugers 
manufactured is unknown, but almost two million 
were made during World War | and production did 
not cease until 1942 
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Ron’s Random Guns 





BROWNING BBR 










Calibre... . 
Barrel .. . . 
Weight. . 
Length. 
Sights . 
Magazine capacity..... 












The Belgian-made Brow 
ings were based on the F.N» 
Mauser rifle and were 6 
tremely popular with the 
American shooting publ 
but became increasingly 

expensive to produce: 
Browning had to comp 
for the American centrefl 
market so they introduces 
their Japanese made, multiple lug, fat bolt rifle in 1978 

It was designed by Joe Badali who started his desig 
ing career as a draftsman on the A bomb project. 
1948 he joined Winchester and worked his way up t 
Chief Gun Designer until 1971 when he took up the 
same position for Browning 
The BBR is furnished in only one grade which has 
high gloss finish, Monte Carlo buttstock with cheekpiecs 
cut checkering and rosewood fore-end tip. Calibm 
choice is rather sparse with only five chamberings being 
offered .25-06, .270, .30-06, 7 Rem Mag, and 
300 Win Mag. 

Some of the oustanding features of this rifle are the Aluminium forearm insert to minimise warpage, the 
scissor spring in the magazine which prevents cartridges tilting by ensuring the magazine follower only ha 
parallel movement, stops tilting by putting equa! pressure on the magazine spring follower, the short 6a 
degrees rotation of the bolt, an opening floor plate with detachable magazine, a standard 24" barrel, the 
flush-type Pachmayer sling swivels which are detachable also, and the nine locking lugs cut into the larae 
diameter bolt. 
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.. 7.62 NATO 
. 39" overall 
. 18 + %s 


Magazine. ...-..-..20 round detachable box 


Schweizerische Industrie Gesellischaft, 
commonly referred to as SIG, under the 
guidance of its designer-director, Rudolf 
Amsler developed three experimental 
weapons, all in 7.5mm Swiss Cal. The 
Swiss army adopted one, the SIG 57 automatic rifle. 

In addition to delivering flat firepower, the SIG rifle 

has a grenade launcher as an integral part of the barrel, 

permitting discharge of antitank, anti personnel, or 

smoke grenades as required. Use of the rifle is in- 

tended to lesson dependency upon such supporting 

weapons as machine guns and moriers, etc. The versatility of the SIG weapon permits a greater flexi- 
bility of operation for the individual soldier, as a consequence he will be equipped to contend with a 
greater variety of situations and be capable of defending a large perimeter than heretofore expected of 
him 

The SIG is equipped with a carrying handle as well as an adjustable folding bipod can be quickly 
relocated centrally under the barrel for a greater arc of jire and wider manoeuverability. A delayed 
blowback system utilising a roller jocked bolt is used and the ritle fires full or semiautomatically from a 
closed bolt. 

The SIG rifle was desianed for low-cost mass production, making almost complete use of sheet metal 
stampings. Plain carbon steels are used for the few machined parts since the supply of high-alloy steels 
is generally the first to become scarce during war time shortages. 

About 600,000 have been made up to date by 200 subcontractors who then ship the parts to the 
Swiss Federal Arsenal in Berne for final assembly and control checks by SIG. This decentralisation of 
industry serves also as an effective defence measure in the event of an attack. 

The same weapon is offered commercially and called the SIG 510, Earlier models were designated 
AMT or AM 55, 

Of course the commercial only fire semiautomatically, has more conventional furniture and don’t 
have some of the military features, i.e. fixed bipod, stee! butt pad, and a longer wooden forearm. The 
S.G. 510 is made in several varieties, the $.G. 510-4 is chambered for the 7.62mm NATO cartridge and 
the S.G.510-3 is chambered for the Soviet 7.62mm M43 cartridge. 
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SAECO BULLET MOULD AND BULLET DESCRIPTIONS 
All Saeco bullet moulds must be ordered with the Saeco bullet number 
Bullet weights as shown are with hard alloys 
30 cal. 7mm 8mm 375 









— 
— 
i— 
— 
tT) 
071 081 375 
160 ar. 165 gr. 150 ar. 190 gr. 310 gr. 


-38 Special ond .357 Magrum 








050* 381 382* 353 220 
146 gr. 146 gr. 160 gr. 180 gr. 148 gr. 130 gr. 
44 Special and 44 Mognum 





SGBSGSHHSSSSHRHSEHSSSHS SSF SSSCHVSEHRHFTASHHSHKHEKCHEHHHFHSHHGSFSHH®S 


= 


+ aB4 455 068 130* 451 456" 
260 gr. 225 gr. 230 gr. 200 gr. 185 gr. 180 gr. 225 gr.9 
for the serious handloader 










SAECO RELOADING Inc. 


* This style available in bevel base also, 
CAC CGY Single cavity mould with handles 

WFAL LVL Double cavity mould with handles 
Four cavity mould with handles .,............. 
@ See eee ee oereeeeoeeeese 
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ge the precision mould 
for match bullets 


One, two and four cavity 
moulds for Pistol, Rifle 
Feyate MilV/lUpad (= We Moy-lo (=) 
Available in over 100 
different styles. 


Malcoln D. Bene 


P.O. Box 90, GYMPIE, 4570 





DILLON 
= Rapid-Load 
, RL300 
|e cn 


The Dillon RL300 is a true 
4 progressive Reloader, 
utilising a four position 

iy rotary shell plate, which 


{ 7 carries the cartridges 
| ; through the various die 


: positions — producing a 
> loaded round with every 

stroke of the tool. 
4 





Malcolm D. Bone 


Bes og P.O. Box 90, GYMPIE, 4570 a 


